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BOOK VII. 


LETTER I. Zo RESTITUTUS. 


F3IS obftinate diftemper which hangs upon 
you, greatly alarms me ; and tho' I know 
how extremely temperate you are, yet lam aid 
your difeafe fhould get the better of your mode- 
ration. Let me intreat you then to refift it with a 
determined abftemioufnefs : a remedy, be affured, 
of all others the moft laudable, as well as the moft 
falutary. There is nothing enprackicable in what 


I recommend: itis rule, at leaft, which I always 
Vor. II. B direct 
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direct my family to obferve with refpect to myfelf. 
I tell them, fhould I be attacked with any diforder, 
that I hope I fhall defire nothing of which I 
either ought to be afhamed, or have reafon to re- 
pent; however, if my diftemper fhould prevail 
over my reaíon, I forbid them to grve me any 
thing but by the coníent of my phyficians; and 
L.afiure the people about me, that I fhall re-- 
fent their compliance with me in things improper, 
as much as another man would their refufal. I 
had once a moft violent fever; when the fit was 
a little abated, and I had been anointed’, my 
phyfician offered me fomething to drink; I de- 
fired he would firft feel my pulfe, and upon hrs 
feeming to think the paroxyim was not quite off, I 
3nftantly returned the cup, tho’ it was juft at my 
lips. Afterwards, when I was preparing to go into 
the bath, twenty days from the firft attack of my 
illnefs, perceiving the phyficians whifperang e- 
ther, I enquired what they were faying. Whey e- 
rhey were of opinion I might poffibly bethe 

with faféty, however that they were not without 
{fome fufpicion of hazard. What occafion is there, 
faid 




















- * Unétion was much efteemed as a remedy in certain cafes 
by the ancient phyfíicians Celfus, who flourifhed, it is fup- 
pofed, about Pliuy*s tine exprefi recommends it in the re- 
mifhon of acute diftempers: zzz terque pertraciari corpus, 
etiam in «cutis er fecentibus mor& atortet; in remiffione tazems 


Cc. Celfi med. ed. Almenoveen, p. 88, 
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{aid I of bathing at all?. And thus, with great 
complacency, I gave up a pleafure I was upon the 
point of enjoying, and abftained frona the bath 
with the fame compofure I was going to enter 
it. I mentios this, not only in order to enforce 
my advice.by example; but alfo that this let- 
ter may be a fort of tie upon me to obferve 
the fame refolute abftinence for the future. 
Farewel. 


LETTER II. Zo Justus. 


RE you no: inconfiftent when you affure 

me you have no intermiffion from bufi- 
nefs, and yet at the fame time expreís an earneft 
defire to fee my works; upon which even the 
idle will fcarce beftow fome of their ufelefs 
hours ? I will not then break in upon your occu- 

ration? during this fummer feafon ; but when the 
ketura of winter fhall make it reafonable to fup- 
pofe that your evenings, at leaft, may be difen- 
gaged, I will look over my trifles for fomething 
to amufe your vacant hours. In the mean while, 
I {hall be well fatisued, if my letters fhould not 
prove troublefome ; as I fufpect they are, and there- 
fore fhorten them. Farewel. 





LET- 
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LETTERS III. To PRÆSENS. 





A RE you determined then to pafs your whore 
time between ° Lucania and," Campania? 
Your anfwer, I fuppofe, will be, that. the fo.mer 
is your native country, and the latter that of your 
wife. ‘This, I admit, may juftify a long ab- 
ferice, but I cannot allow it as a reafon for a per- 
petual one. But are you refolved in good earneft 
. never to return to Rome, that theatre of honours, 
preferment, and amicable conneétions of every 
fort? Are you obftinately bent to live your own 
mafter, to fleep as long as you pleafe, and to ríe 
when you think proper > Will you never change 
your country drefs for the habit of the town, but 
{pend your whole days unemlsarraffed by bufi- 
nefs ? It is time, however, you fhould revifit our 
fcene of hurry, were it only that your rural plez- 
fures may not grow languid by uninterrupted po. - 
feffion :o appear at the levees of the great, thar vo 
may enjoy the fame honour yourfelf with the more 
fatisfaction ;oand mix in our crowd, that you may 
have a keener relifh for the charms of folitude. 
But am I not imprudently‘retarding the friend f 
would recall: it is thefe very circumftances, perhaps, 
that 


























Comprehending the Bafilicat próvince in the king- 
dom of INaples. 
Now calie Campagna di Roma. See B. vi. let. 4. not. » 
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that induce you every day more and more to wrap 
yourfelf upin retirement. All however I wiíh to pre- 
vail with you 1s, only to intermit, not to renounce 
your repofe. If I were to invite you to a feaft, as I 
would blend difhes of a poignant taíte, with thofe 
of the lufcious kind, in order to fharpen the edge 
of your palate by the one, which had been flatten- 
ed by the other; fo I now advife you to enliven 
fometimes the fimooth pleafures of life, with thofe 
of a more active nature. Farewel. 


LETTER IV. Ge blowrrIus. 


OU have read, it feems, my poems, and are 
defirous to know, how it happened that a 
man of my gravity (as you are pleafed to call me, 
tho' in truth only not a trifler) could fall into this 

‘way of compofition. To take the account then 
z- good way backwards, I muft acquaint you that I 
iad. always an inclination to poetry, infomuch that 
zhew 1 was fourteen years of age, I compofed a 
Tragedy in Greek. If you fhould afk me what 
fort of ome? I proteft I don't know ; all that I re- 
member of it is, that it was called. a Tragedy. 
Some time afterwardsJ in my return from the army; 
being detained in the ifland of Icaria by contrary 
winds, I veneed my fpleen agaiaft that place in 

B 3 fome 








Aa hand in the Archipelapb, Now called Nicaria. 
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fome Latin Elegies. I have fince made fome at- 
tempts in the heroic kind ; but thefe ^ Hendecafyl- 








day at Liaaurentinum, wherein he draws a compari- 
fon between his father and Cicero; and cites an 
epigram of Tully’s on his favourite Tiro. Upon 
retiring to take my afternoon's nap (for it was 
- fummer time) and not being able to fleep, I began 
to reflect that the greateft orators have been fond 
of poetry, and valued themfelves upon it. I tried 
therefore what I could do in this way; and tho% I. 
had long difufed myfelf co compofitions of this na- 
ture, I ftruck out, in a much fhorter time than I 
could have imagined, the following liries upon the 














The wife eft of men, I perceiv'd held it fit 





To temper. bis wifdom with love and w. th wit; 
For Tully, grave Tully, in amorous Strains, 

Of the frauds of hts paramour Tiro complains ; 
That faitblefs to love, and to pleafure untrue, 


From bis proniis d embrace the arch wanton with- 
drew. 


Then 


See p. 217, note. ` 
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Then I faid to my heart, Why fhouldft thou conceal 
The fxveeteft of paffions, tbe love which you feel— 
Yes, fly wanton mufe, and proclaim it around, 

deby Pliny bas lov'd, and his diro bas found ; 
The coy one fo artful, who fweetly denies, 

And from the foft flame, but to heighten it, flies. 


From this I turned to Elegy, wh?ch flowed from, me 
with the fame eafe ; and being thus drawn in by 
the facility with which the Mufes yielded to my ad- 
drefles, I proceeded to encreafe the number of my 
productions of this kind. At my return to Rome 
I fhewed my performances to fome of my friends, 
who were pleafed to approve of them. After- 
wards, whenever I had leifure, and particularly 
when I travelled, I made feveral other attempts 
in the poetical way. At length I determined, after 
the example of many others, to publifh a feparate 
volume of thefe poems; and 1 have no reaíon to 
reper: of my refolution. “They are much enquired. 
ätter, and are in every body's hands ; they dave even 
tempted. the Greeks to learn our language, who 
fing them to their:harps and lyres. But will you 
not imagine I begin to rave? remember, however, 
poets have that privilege. ‘The truth is, I am 
not giving you my own judgment, but that of 
others, which, be -:t right or wrong, I am much 
pleafed with; and i1- ze only to wifh that pofterity 
"ay be ot the fame opinion. & arewel. 


B a LET 
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LETTER V. ZoCaALPHURNIA 





T is incredible how impatiently I with for 
your return; fuch is the tendernefs of my af- 
fection for you, and fo unaccuftomed am I w a 
feparation ! I lie awake the greateft part of the 
night in thinking of you, and (to ufe a very com- 
moii, but very true expreflion) my feet carry me 
of their own accord to your appartment, at thofe 
hours I ufed to vifit you; but not finding you 
there, I. return with as much forrow and difap- 
pointment as an excluded lover. The only inter- 
miffion my anxiety knows, is when I am engaged 
at the bar, and in the caufes of my friends. Judge 
then how wretched muft 4s life be, who finds no 
tepofe but in bufinefs; no confelation but in à 
crowd. Farewel. 

















LETTER VI. Zo MACRINUS. 


A Veiy. fingular and remarkable circumfta.icc | 
has happened in the affair of ^ Varenus ; che 


confequence of which is yet in fufpenfe. “The Bi- 
thynians, it is /2772, (for I only tell it you as a re- 
port) have dropped their profecution of him ; being, 
it fecms, convinced at laft, that the accufation was 
extremely ill founded. A devuty fróm that pro- 


vince 











‘His wife. See B. v. let. xx. 
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vince is arrived, who has brought with him a de- 
cree of their affembly; copies of which he has de- 
Jivered to Czefar, and to feveral of the principal per- 
íons in Rome, as alfo to us the advocates for Va- 
renus. ^ Mdpius,.neverthelefs, whom I mentioned 
in my laft fetter, perfifts in his charge; to fupport 
which, he is inceflantly teazing the worthy Ni- 
grinus. ‘This excellent perfon was counfel forchim 
in his former petition to the confuls, that Vare- 
nus might be compelled to produce his accounts. 
"Upon that occafion, as I attended Varenus merely 
as a friend, I determined to be filent. I thought it 
highly ‘imprudent for me, who was appointed his 
counfel by the fenate, to attempt to defend him asa 
perfon accufed, when it was his bufinefs to infiít that 
thére was actually no charge fubfifting againft him. 
Accordingly, when Nigrinus had finifhed his fpeech, 
the confuls turning their eyes upon me, I rofe up 
and faid, when they foould bear what tbe real depu- 
ties from tbe province had to objec? againft the motion 
of Nizgrinus, they would be Jfenfi thle that my filence was 
sot witheut fufficient reafon. Upon this Nigrinus 
afked me to whonv thefe deputies were fent? I 
replied, That the decree of the-province was di- 
reced to me among others. We returtfed, That. is 
a point, tho it may be clear to you, L am nor fo 

"m well 























One of the Bithynians empfoyed to manage the trial. 
3 
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well fatished of. 'To this I rejoined, tho it may 


not be fo evident to you, who are concerned to 
fupport the accufation, tt may be extremely clear te 
one, who am on tbe more favourable fide. “Yhen Po- 
lyzenus the deputy from the province, acquaint- 
ed the fenate with the reafons for fuperfeding the 
profecution, but defired it might be without pre- 
judice to Czefar’s determination. Magius anfwer- 
ed him; Polyzenus replied; as for myfelf, I only 
now and then threw in a word, obferving in general 
a profound filence. For I have learned, by expe- 
rience, that upon fome occafions there is as much 
rhetoric in filence, as in all the pomp of the moft 

ftudied eloquence: and I remember, in fome cri- 
minal cafes, to have done even more fervice to my 
clients by a judicious filence, thaa I could have ex- 
pected from the moft artful fpeech. To enter into 
the fubject of eloquence, is indeed very foreign to 
the intent of my prefent letter, yet allow me to ove 
you one inftance in proof of the obfervation I juft 
mentionëd. A certain lady having loft her fon, ful- 
pected that his freedmen, whom he had appoint- 
ed coheirs with her, were e'uilty of forging the 
will and poifoning him. A: -cordingly fhe charg- 
cd tiem with the fact before the . emperor, who 
directed Julianus Servianus to try the caufe. I 
was counfel for the defendants, and the cafe be- 


ing 
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ing exceedingly remarkable, and the advocates con- 
cerned on both fides of high reputation, it. drew 
together a very numerous audience. ‘The event 
was, the fervants being put to the torture, my cli- 

cys were acquitted. But the mother applied a 
fecond time to the emperor, pretending fhe had 
difcovered fome new evidence. Scrvianus was 
therefore direéted to rehear the caufe, that fhe 
might produce her frefh proofs. Julius Afri- 
canus was counfel for the mother; a young man of 
wood parts, but little experience. He is grand- 
fon to the famous orator of that name, of whom 
it is reported, that Paffienus Crifpus hearing him 
one day plead, archly faid, 27/7 this, 1 ow, rs 
extremely fine; but what is it to the purpofe ? 
Julius Africanus, I fay, , having made a long ha- 





rangue, and exhaufted the portion of time allotted 
to him, intreated Servianus to allow him to add one. 
word more. When he had concluded, and the 
eyes of the whole affembly had been fixed a confi- 
derable time upon me; J would have anfwered 
Africanus, I faid, if be bad given us tbat one 
word be £eg'd leave to add, im which I doubt uot 
be «weuld have told Ys fomething we bad not heard 
before. Y do not remember to have gained formuch 
applaufe by any fpeech I ever made, as I didin this 
inflance upon making none. Thus the little that I 

faid 
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faid for Varenus was received with the fame gene- 
ral approbation, “The coníuls, agreeably to the 
requeft of Polyzenus, referved the whole affair for 
the determination of the emperor, whofe refolution 
I impatiently wait for; as that will decide, whe-- 
ther I may be perfeétly at my eafe with refpect co 
Varenus ; or muft again renew all my trouble and 
folicitude upon his account. Farewel, 





LETTER VII. Zo SATURNINUS, 


HO’ I had very lately made my acknow- 
ledgments to our friend Prifcus, yet, fince 
it was your defire, I willingly repeated them. [It 1s 
with great pleafure I fee fo much harmony fubfift 
between two fuch worthy men, whom I tenderly 
efteem, and that you confider each other's friend- 
fhip as a mutual obligation. For he profefi?s 
alfo on his part to receive much happineis from 
yours, amd, with a very generous contention, en- 
deavours to rival you 1n that reciprocal affection, 
which time, 1 am perfuaded, will augment. 
I regret that any bufinefs fhould call you off from 
your ftudies. However, as {oon as you fhall have 
compromifed (which you fay you are upon the point 
of effecting) one of the caufes you mention, and 
brought the other to a heariag, you will be at lei- 
fure 
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fure to enjoy the retirement of the country: and 
"when you are fatiated with repoíe, we may hope 
to fee you in Rome. Farewel. 





LETTER VIII. To Priscus. 


HE frequent letters which I receive from 
Saturninus exprefling his fenfe of your fa- 
vours to him, afford me inexpreffible fatisfaction. 
May you go on as you began, and continue to 
cherifh an affection for fo worthy a man, from whofe 
friendfhip you will receive a moft fenfible and laft- 
mo pleafure. For, as he is greatly diftinguifhed 
by every other virtue, fo, particularly, by his in- 
variable attachment to his friends. Farewel, 











LETTER IX. Jo ee 





OU defire my fentiments concerning the 
- method of ftudy you fhould purfué, in that 
retirement to which you have long fince withdrawn. 
In the firft place then, I look? upon it aS a very 
advantageous practice (and it 1s what many recom- 
mend) to tranflate either from Greek: into J_atin, 


or from Latin into Greek. By this means you will 
furnifh yourfelf not only with proper but brilliant 


expreffions ; with a variety of 'bedutiful figures; and, 
in 
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in fhort, acquire a nervous and powerful ftile. Be- 
fides, by imitating the moft approved authors, 
you will fand your imagination infenfibly catch 
their fame, and kindle into a familar warmth of 
invention ; at the fame time that ,thofe paflages 
which you may poffibly have overlcoked ina Corn- 
mon way of reading, cannot eícape you in tranflat- 
ing : and this method will alío enlarge your know- 
ledge, and improve your judgment. After you 
have read an eminent author, it may be proper, 
in order to make youríelf more perfectly matter 
of his fubject and argument, to turn, from his 
reader, his rival, as it were, and attempt fome- 
thing of your own upon the fame topic ; and their 
make an impartial comparifon between your per- 












formance and his, in order to obferve 1n what points 
either you or he have moft happily fucceeded. It 
will be a matter of very pleafing congratulation to 
-yourfelf, if you fhould find in fome articles, that. 
you have the advantage of him, as 1t will be a great 
mortificytion if he fhould rife above you in all.’ 
You may fometimes venture in thefe little experi- 
mental eflays, to try your ftrepgth upon*the moft 
fhining paflages of a diftinguifhed author. “The at- 
tempt, indeed, wiil be fomeéwhat bold; but as it 
is a contention which pafles in fecret, it cannot be 
taxed with prefumption. Not but that we have feen 
inftances of perfons, who have publicly entered 


this fort of lifts with great fucceis ; and while they 
did 
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did not defpair of overtaking, have glorioufly ad- 
vanced before thofe whom they would have thought 
it fufhicient honour to follow. After youhave thus 
finifhed a compofition, you may lay it afide, ’till c 
is no longer frefh in your memory, and then takt it 
up''in order to reviíe and correct it. You will find 
feveral things to retain, but ftill more to reject; you 
wil add a new thought here, and -alter another 
there. Itis a laborious and tedious tafk, I own, 
thus to re-enflame the mind after its firft ardor has 
fubfided; to recover an impulfe when its force has 
been checked and fpent; in a word, to interweave 
new parts into the texture of a compofition, without 
auvcurbing or confounding the original plan; but 
the advantage attending this method will over- 
balance the difficulty. I know the bent of your 
prefent attention 1$ directed towards the eloquence 
of the bar; but I would not for that reafon advife 
youenever to quit the polemic, if I may fo call it, 
and contentious ftile. As land is improved by fow-. 
ing it with various feeds, fo is the mind by exrrcifing 
1t with different ftudies. I would recommend it to 
you, therefore, fometimes to fingle out a fine pafilage 
of hiftory ; and fometimes to exercife yourfelf in the 
epiftolary ftile. For ıt frequently happens, that in 
pleading one has occafion to introduce hiftorical, 
and even poetical defcriptions; as by ftudying the 

epiftolary 











16 THE LETTERS Book VII. 
épiftolary manner of writing you will acquire a còn- 
cife and eafy expreffion. It will be extremely ad- 
vantageous alfo to unbehd your mind by poetical 
jompofitions : when I fay fo, I do not mean that 
íp cies of, poetry which turns upon fubjects of 
great length, (/uch being fuitable only for pe vns 
of much leifure) but thofe little pieces of the -/ 
fprightly kr“ which ferve as proper reliefs to, 
and are confiftent with, employments of every fort. 
They commonly go under the title of poetical 
amufements; but thefe amufements have fometimes 
gained as much reputation to their authors, as 
works of a more ferious nature; and thus (for 


while I am exhorting you to poetry, woy. fihex'd 
I not turn poet myfelf ?) 




















As yielding wax tbe Artif s | mill commands, 
Submiffive fbap'd beneath his forming hands ; 
Now dreadful flands in arms a Mars confe oft 


Or now with Venus’ fofter air tmpreft ; 
44 wanton Cupid now the mold belies ; 


Now fbines, feverely chafte, a Pallas wife: 

As not atone to quench the raging flame, |. 

The facred fountain pours ber friendly ftream; 

But fweetly gliding thro he flow’ry green, 

Spreads glad refrefbment oer tbe fmiling fcene : 
So, form' d by fcience, fhould the ductile mind 

Receive, diftinét, ‘each various art refin' d. 
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In this manner the greateft men, as well as the moft 
eminent orators, uíed either to exercife or amufe 
themfelves, or rather indeed did both. 1t is fur- 
prifing how much the mind is entertained and cs 
livened by thef« little poetical compofitions, as t 1ey 
tu.n upon fubjecéts of gallantry, fatire, tendernefs, 
manners, and every thing, in fhort, that roncerns 
life and the affairs of the world. B-..ues, the fame 
advantage attends the exercifing our minds in 
this inferior fpecies of poetry, as in every other fort ; 
we turn from them to the eafier compofition of 
profe with fo much the more pleafure, after hav- 
ing experienced the difficulty of being conftrained 
and fettered by numbers. 

And now, perhaps, I have enlarged upon the 
queftion you propoíed to me more than you de- 
fired ; neverthelefs, there is ftill one article which 
1 have omitted : I have not told you what kind of 
authors you fhould read; tho’ indeed that was fuf- 
ficiently implied when I mentioned the fubjeéts I 
would recommend for your compofitions. Y ou will 
remember, that the moft approved writers of each 
fort are to be carefully felecéted : for, as it has been 
well obferved, ** though we fhould read much, we 
* fhould not read many * books." Wha thofe au- 

thors 





* Thus the noble and polite morslift, fpeaking of the in- 
fluence which our reading has upon our 7g/Zze and manners, 
thinks it improper ** to call a man avell-read, whoreads many 

VoL. II. C ** authors ; 
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thors are, is {o clearly fettled, and fo generally known, 
that I need not particularly name them ; befides, I 
have already extended this letter to fuch an im- 
ry oderate length, that I fear I have too long in- 


ter! apted thofe ftudies, the methed of which f 
have been pointing out to you. 








I will here ref xn 


you the-«fore to your papers, either to refume the 
ftudies you wos before engaged in, or to enter upon 


fome of thofe which I have advifed. 


€ € 
«€ 
€€ 
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, Fan 


Farewcl. 


authors; fince he muft of neceflity have more ill models 
than good: and be more ftaffed with bombaft, ill fancy, 
and wry thought, than filled with folid fenfe and juftima- 
gination.’”’ Charaé&t. v. x. 142.] When the Goths over- 
Greece, the libraries efcaped. their deftruction by a no- 


tion which fome of their leaders indyftrioufly propagated 
among them, that it would be more for their intereft to leave 
thofe fpoils untouched to their enemies ; as being proper to 
enervate their minds, and amufe them with vain and idle 









fpeculations. 
multiplicity 
whether the excellent. models 
down to us from antiquity, together with thofe few which 


Truth perhaps has been lefs a gainer by this 
of books, than error ; and it may be a queflion, 
which have been delivered 


modern times have produced, by any means balance the 
immoderate weight which muft be thrown into tbe oppofite 


fcale of writers. 


The truth is, tho’ we may be learned by 


other men's reflections, wife we can only be by our own.: 
and the, maxim here recommended by Pliny, would weil 
deferve the attention of the ftudious, though no other incon- 
venience attended the reading of many books, than that 
which Sir William Temple apprehends from"it ; the lef- 


- fening the force and 
it. 


* 4 


rowth of a man’s own genius. For 
may be juftly doubted, with that mgenious author, 
whether the weight and number of fo many other men's 
thoughts and notions, may not fupprefs his own, or hin- 





der the motion or agitation of them, from which all in- 


vention arifes ;o3s heaping on wood, oo too many fticks, . 


' or too clofe together, fuppreffes, and fometimes quite ex- 





tfnguifhes a little fpark, that would otherwife have grown 
up to a noble fame,’ [Effay on learning, v. 1. 158. fol. ed.] 
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LETTER X. 7o MACRINUS. 


". $ I always love to know the end of 23. in- 
E i terefting ftory when it broke off bef re the 
conclufion; fo, I imagine, you will. glad to be 
informed of the event of the caute which I men- 
tioned to you in my laft, * between the Bithynians 
and Varenus. It was pleaded before the emperor by 
Polyzenus on one fide, and Magius on the other. 


W hen Ceefar had heard both parties, Neither of you, 
{aid he, /hall have reafon to complain of delay; for I 
will take care to inform myfelf of the real fentiments 
of the province. In the mean while, Varenus has 
gained a very confiderable point ; for can any cir- 
eumftance make the juftnefs of his accufation appear 
more doubtful, than that it is a queftion whether 
he is accufed at all? We have only to wifh, that 
the province may not again approve of the mea- 
fure which, it is faid, fhe now condemns, and re- 
pent of hereformer repentance. Farewel. 





See Let. Vl. p. 8. of this B. 
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LETTER XI. 7o FABATvus* 


7 OU are furprized, I find, thet my fhare af 

five twelfths of the eftate which.lately fell to 
me, arm which I had directed to be fold to the 
beft bidder, 149uld have been difpofed of by my 
freed-man Hermes to Corellia (without putting it 
up to auction) at the rate of feven hundred thou- 
fand " fefterces for the whole. You think it might 
have produced nine hundred thoufand‘; and are 
fo much the more defirous to know, whether I 
am inclined to ratify what he has done. Iam; dnd 


for fuch reafons, I hope, as not only you will ap- 
prove, but which will alío excufe me to my joint- 
. coheirs for having, upon a motive of fuperior ob- 
ligation, feparated my intereft from theirs. I have 
the higheft efteem for Corellia, both as the fifter of 
Rufus, whofe memory will ever be facred to me, 
and as fhe was an intimate friend of my mother’s. 
Befides, that excellent man Minutius Tufcus her 
hufband, has every claim to my affectiorrchat a long 
friendfhip can give him; as these’ was likewife fo 
ftri€t an intimacy between her fon and me, that f 

| fixed 


























* His wife's grandfather. 
> AbGcGut 56001. of our money. 


* About 72001. of our money. 
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fixed upon him to prefide at the games which I 
exhibited when I was elected Praetor. ‘This lady, 
when I was laftin the country, exprefféd a ftrong 
inclination to purchafe fome fpot upon our lake 5f 
Comum; I therefore made her an offer, at her .»wn 
pr ce, of amy quantity of my land there, .z..ot 
what came to me from my father and r--.aer: for 
I could not confent to fell any paic of my patri- 
monial eftate, not even to Corellia. When the 
inheritance in queítion fell to me, I wrote to ac- 
quaint her it was to be fold. ‘This letter I fent by 
Hermes, who, upon her requefting him imme- 
diately to affign to her my proportion, confented. 
You fee, therefore, how ftrongly my honour is en- 
gaged to confirm an act which my freed-man did, 
in purfuance of what he knew to be my inclina- 
tions ? I have only to entreat my fellow-coheirs, 
not to take it ill that I have made a feparate fale of 
What I had certainly a right to difpofe of. They 
are undér no neceffity of being governed by my 
example, fince they have not the'fame conneétions 
with Corellia; and are at full liberty therefore to 
be guided by intere&, which in my own caíe I 
«hofe to facrifice to friendfhip. | Farewel. 


2i 
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LETTER XII. To NÍIiNuTIUS. 


Have delayed fo much the longer fending you 
. the petition which I have drawn up for the ufe 
of ywur, or rather I fhould fay our friend, for 
what 3 there we do not poffefs 1n common ?) that 
you might have time to correct it, that is, to 
rehder all the pains I have taken, ineffectual. After 
all, whether you may or may not find time for that 
purpofe, I know not; but of this I am fure, you 
will moft certainly fpoil it, if, agreeably to the very 


delicate tafte of you very refined critics, you fhould 
throw out its moft fhining parts. I fhall for. 


give you, however, if you fhould, and fhiall upon 


fome future occafion, very fuccefsfully make ufe 
of what your fqueamifh nicengfs rejects ; as in 
fome future compofition I doubt not to receive- 
much applaufe for thofe different expreffions 
which I have interlined. I fufpectéd you would 
call every thing unnatural and borabaft which is 
raifed above the ftyle of ordinary language ; JI 
thought proper therefore for your eaíe, to vary 
the phrafe, and take it fomewhat lower, or ra- 
ther indeed, to debafe it; tko’ you, I know (for I 
muft continue to rally your faftidious tafte) will 
efteem it an improvement. ‘Thus far, in order to 
make you fmile in «he midft of your ferious oc- 
cupations, I have indulged a jocofe humour; but 
without 
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without doubt, I am wond'rous ferious when I add, 
that I expect to be reimburfed my charges in 
fending a courier exprefs with this petition. Now 
are ygu not difpofed to condemn it, not only in 
fame of it's parts, but in the whole, and infift. taat 
yo : ought not pay for a thing which is abíc #tely 





LETTER XII. Go FEROX, 


ILearn from your letter, that you do, and do 
not ftudy. ‘This will appear a little enigma- 
tical. ?'till I explain it: you exprefsly fay indeed, 
gat you have bidden adieu to ftudy ; but fuch a 
vein of elegance runs through your whole letter, 
that it is impoffible it fhould have been compofed 
without much thought: unlefs you are privileged 
"beyond the reft of mankind, and can exprefs fuch 
- admirable fentiments in fo polifhed a ftyle, cares 


Jefsly and with a flowing pen. Farewel. 











LGETTER XIV; Po LORELLEEA. 


OU are extremely generous to defire and 
infift, that I take for my fhare of the eftate 
you purchafed of me, not after the rate of feven 


hundred thoufand fefterces * for the whole, as my 
C 4 freed- 





See letter the 11th of this book. 
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freed-man fold it to you; but in the proportion of 
nine hundred thoufand, agreeable to what you gave 
to the farmers of the ^ twentieths for their parg. 
But I muft defire and infift in my turn, thag you 
wound confider not only what is fmitable to yous 
clurakter, but what is worthy of mine; and tat 
you woui4 fuffer me to oppofe your inclination in 
this fingle inivamce, with the fame warmth that Ll 
obey it in all others. Farewel. 














LETTER XV. 7o SATURNINUS. 





OU afk me how I /peud my time? Yez 

know how much of it is difpofed in the 
bufinefs of my poft; what remains I devote to 
the fervice of my friends, and-íometimes to my 
books : and altho’ I will not venture to affirm it 
would be better, I am fure it would be happier, if 
I could fay that the latter, not only /ometimes, but 
altogether engages me. I fhould be concerned ta 
hear, that your occupations are of the fart leaft 
agreeable to your inclinations. if I did mot know 


that, 











b Auguftus 1mpofed a tax of the 2oth part of all legacies 
and inheritances, which he appropriated to the fupport of the 
army. 'Fhis was deemed a heavy impofitiou, and accordingly 
it was eafed in feveral p@ints by fucceeding emperors, parti- 
cularly by Trajan, as appears from our author's noble pane- 
gyric upon him [Sect. 37, &c.] but it was not wholly abo- 
lifhed till the time of Antoninus Pius. 
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that, to be active in the affairs of one's native cor- 
poration, and in fettling controverfies among one's 
friends there, are moft laudable employments. 
I.was well perfuaded the company of our friend 
Prifcus would: be extremely agreeable to you, fen- 
Gole as I am of the amiable fimplicity 7.4 , - 
litenefs of his manners: but I had -.. to learn 
(what I had the pleafure to be infu:ined of by your 
letter) that he is alfo the moft grateful of men, by 


fo kindly remembering the little fervices I have 
done hin. F arewel. 





LETTER XVI. Zo Fasarus. 


N Aleftrius Tiro, to whom J] am united by every 
public and private connection, is in the num- 
ber of my moft intimate friends. We ferved toge- 
ther in the army, and were both of us ? (Quzeftors 
'attthe fame time to Caefar. He got the ftart of me 
indeed, in the ‘Tribunate, by the privilege which 
the law gives to thofe who have ^ children; 











but 


^ An office refemblimg that of our fecretary of ftate. 

P A law at firít propofed by Auguftus, but which afterwards 
with feveral alterations paffed in the coniulfhip of Papius and 
Poppeas, A. U. 762 ; in which, amonc:t other things, it was 
enacted, ** ‘That all magiitrates íhould take precedence ac- 
** cording to the number of their chiiáren ; thar in eicctions 

thofe candidates fhould be preferred who had th^ moft 
‘<€ numerous Offspring: and that any perfon misnt ftand 
** fooner than ordinary for an office, if he had a» many chil- 

dren as he wanted years to be legally capable ot fuch a 
ee dignity.” Vid. Lipfi Excurf. ad. ‘Tacit. An. 1. 3. 


€ € 
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but I overtook him in the Prztorfhip by the in- 
dulgence of the emperor, who difpenfed with my 
wanting a year of the legal age for that office. I fre- 
quently retire with him to his country villas, as he 
often.takes the benefit of change of aw at mine. Eig 
is lalel® appointed proconful of Boetica, and pf)- 
pofes to pría thro’ Ticinum, in his way to that 
prqvince. I Rope, and indeed am well affured, I 
can eafily prevail with him to turn out of his road 
to your houfe, if you fhould have an inclination to 
make any of thofe flaves free before a magiftrate, 
to whom you have already given their liberty “ in 
the prefence of your friends. | You need be under 
no apprehenfion that he will look upon this as a 
trouble, who, I am fure, would willingly travel 
round the world for my fake. I beg therefore you 
would lay afide all fcruple, and only confider what 
will be moft agreeable to yourfelf; for, be affured, 
he will take as much pleafure in executing my: 
requeíts, as I do in obeying yours. Farewel. 














€ Pavia in the dutchy of Milian. 
2 This lat method only difcharged them fron fervitude. 


— did not entitle them to the priv#leges of complete free- 
oni. 
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LETTER AVI. "qo CELER. 


Very author has his particular reafons for res 
kK citings fis works; mine, I have often faid, 
s In oor cer, if iny error fhould have efcaped mv own 
oLíervation, (as no doubt is probable) to pave” it 
pointed out to me. I cannot therefore out be fur- 
prized to find (what your letter afiures me), that 
there are iome who blame me for reciting my 
fpeeches: unlefs, perhaps, they are of opinion, 
that this is the fingie fpecies of compofition which 
ought to be privileged from correction. If fo, I 
would willingly afk them why they allow (if per- 
chance they vouchfafe to allow) that Fliftory may 
be recited, fince it 1s a work which ought to be 
devoted to truth, not oftentation ? or why lragedy, 
fince it is compofed for action and the ftage, not 
for being read to a private audience ? or Lyric Poe- 
try, as it 1s not a reader, but a chorus of voices and 
inftruments that it requires ? They will reply, per- 
haps, that in the inítances mentioned, custom has 
made the practice in queftion ufual: I fhould be 
glad to know then, if they think the perfon who 
Arft introduced this practice is to be condemned ? 
Befides, the rehearfal of orations is ro unprece- 






dented thing either with us or the Grecians. Still, 
perhaps, they will infift, that it can anfwer no 
purpofe to recite a fpeech which has previoufly 





been 
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been delivered in public. “There would be fome 
force in this objection, if one were immediately to 
repeat the very fame performance, and to the very 
fame audience; but if you make feveral additions 
and alterations ; if your audience is compofed partly 
of iic fame, and partly of different perfons, amd 
the recital is at fome diftance of time; why 1s 
there lefs propriety in rehearfing your fpeech than 
in publifhing it? ** But it is difficult,” fay the ob- 
jectors, ** to give fatisfaction to an audience by 
<< the mere recital of a fpeech:’’ thet is a reafon 
which concerns the particular {kill and pains of 
the perfon who rehearfes, but by no means holds 
againft recitation in general. In fact, it is not 
while I am reading, but when I am read, that I 
aim at approbation ; and upon this principle it is, 
that I omit no fort of method which may render 











my performances more correct. Accordingly, I 
again and again revife my compofittons m private, 
I afterwards read them to two or three ' friends, 
and ther give them to a few others to make their 
remarks. If I have ítill any doubt concerning 
the juftnefs of their obfervatioms, I carefully recon- 
fider them with another friend or two; and then 
finally recite them to a more numerous affembly. 
This is the time, believe me, when I find myfelf 
beft qualified to exercife all the feverity of cri- 
ticifin ; for my attention rifes in proportion to 

my 
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29 
my folicitude ; as nothing renders the judgment 
fo acute to difcern errors as that modeft refpect and 
reverence one feels for one's audience upon thofe 
occafions. For tell me, whether you would not 
we infinitely lefs affected if you were to fpeak 
beyore a fingle perfon only, tho’ ever fo learned, 
than before a numerous alfembly, even tho’ i, 

were compofed of none but illiterate people ? 
When you rife up to plead, are you not at that 
juncture, above all others, moft diffident of your 
powers ? and do you not wifh, I will not fay fome 
particular parts only, but that the whole frame of 
your intended fpeech were altered? efpecially if 
the circle fhould be large in which you are to 
{peak ; for, there is fomething in a crowded au- 
dience, even of the moft vulgar kind, that ftrikes 
one with awe. And if you fufpeét at the firft 
opening of your fpeech that you are not well 
received, do you not find all the energy of your 
mind weakened, and the whole ftrength of your 
abilities fink under you? 'The,reafon I imagine 
to be, that there is I know not what dignity in 
the collettive fentiments of a multitude; and 
‘tho’ feparately their judgment is, perhaps, of little 
"weight, yet when united it benmi reípećtable. 
Agreeably to this notion, Pomponius Secundus, the 
famous tragic’ poet, whenever his friends and he dif- 
fered about the retaining or itjeQting any paffage in 


his 
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his dramatic writings, ufed to fay, I appeal * to the 
people ; and accordingly by their filence or applaufe, 
adopted either his own or his friends’ fentiments : 
fuch was the regard he paid to the populace ! ^ 
Whether with juftice or not, it does.not concern me 
to determine, as I never recite my works publicly, 
but only before a felect number of friends, whofe 
prefence I refpect, and whofe judgment 1 value ; 

in 








2 There is a kind of witticifm in this exprefhon, which will 
be loft to the mere Englifh reader, unlefs he be informed that 
the Romans had a privilege confirmed to them by feveral 
laws which paffed in the earlier ages of the republic, of ap- 
pealing from the decifions of the magiftrates, to the general 
affembly of the people: and the form of appeal was in the 
fame words which Pomponius here applies to a different pur- 

ofe. 
P However unfafe in general, an appeal to the vulgar no- 
tions may be, there are yet fome cafes in which their fenti- 
ments have ever been received by the gudicious, as decifive. 
‘The merit of performances in the perfuafive, or imitative 
arts, fo far as the mere raifing or reprefenting the paflions 
are concerned, will beít be tried by the effect they produce 
on plain and untutored minds: for (as Tully obferves, 
<< that artift who has nature for his object, muft_ certainly 
<< fall fhort of the truth of his art, where nature is not 
ee movede*.? ‘The quítom which prevailed among the Ro- 
mans of reciting their works of genius in the porticos and 
places of public refort, took its rife probably from the 
fame notion of a general and innate tafte being implanted 
in all mankind of what is juft and? natural in the moving 
arts. It was upon this principle likewife that th» great 
maíters in painting and ítatuary in @ncient Greece, exhibited 
their performances to public view, and corrected them by 
the popular feelings. ‘here is a remarkable ftory of An- 
nibal Carrachi, which fhews he appealed to the fame ftand- 
ard. He obferved that a famous picture of Domeni- 
chino’s, reprefenting the flagellation of St. Andrew, made a 
very itrong impreffion upon an old woman, who, at the fame 


time 





* De orat. lib, r. 
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in a word, whote opinions 1 obferve as if they were 
fo many individuals I had feparately coníulted, at the 
fame time that I ftand in as much fear before them 
as I thould before the moft numerous affembly. 





What Cicero fays of the pez, will, 1% my opinion, 
hod equally.true of that awe we have of the public = 


32 a 


cc It is che moft rigid critic imaginable. The very 
dread of reciting; of entering an affembly; and 
the reverential concern when one appears there ; 
each of thefe circumftances impreffed upon the 
compofer’s mind, tend to improve and perfect 

his performance. Upon the whole therefore, 1l 
cannot repent of a practice which I have expe- 
rienced to be fo exceedingly beneficial; and far 
from being difcouraged by the trifling objections 
of thefe cenfors, I requeft you would point out 
to me if there be any other method of correction, 





that I may alfo adopt; for nothing can fufficiently 
faresfy my anxiety to render my compofitions per- 
fect.  I-reflect what an arduous adventure it is 

to 


time feemed little affected with another picture of a martyr- 
dom done By Guido, which was placed near it, A debate 
afterward happening about the refpective merit of theie two 
perfarmaances, Carrachi decided the difpute by only relating 
ths fact. * Thüs: as the poet obierves, 
T he people’ s wotce zs acd, 
tt zs, and it is not, the voice of God. POPE. 

a Stilus eft optimus 59 præftantifimuas dicendi efector atque ma- 

grificr, Ae Orat. Ll. 25. 








. F 7 * =. 
* The well-known appeal of Moliere to l;is old houf-2-kecpe-, cannot bz* 
occur to the reader as a scrmiarkable infbanecc of the Lere Kind, 
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to refign any work into the hands of the public; 
and I cannot but be perfuaded, that frequent re-- 
vifals and many confultations, muft go to the” 
finifhing of a performance, which onc defires fhould 
univerfally, and for ever pleafe. | barewel. 











fettle the fum of money, which you have 
prefented to our fellow-citizens of Comum for an 
annual feftival, fo as to fecure the juft application of © 
it after your death. “Your queftion proceeds frora 
a truly generous principle; but the anfwer is not 
very eafy. Should you pay down the money to 
the community; there is great tanger that it will 
be íquandered away. Should you fettle lands for 

that purpofe; they will probably be ill cultivated — 
as thofe of the public ufually are. Upon the whole 
then, I-can think.of no method more eligible than 
what I purfued myfelf in a parallel inftance. Intend- 
ing to give * five hundred thoufand fefterees for the 
maintenance of children who were born wf good 
families, I made a fictitiofis fale to the public 
acent, of an eftate in land which was worth con 

liderably more, who reconveyed it back to me, 
charged 





About 40001. of our money. 
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charged with a yearly rent of ^ 30,000 fefterces. 
By thefe means the principal was fecured to the 
community, at the fame time that the intereft was 
certain, and the eftate itfelf (as it was of much 
creater value than the rent charged upon it) was 
abhvays fure of finding a tenant. I am well 
aware, indeed, that by this method I have actually 
given more than I appear to have done, as thc 

lue of the whole eftate will be a good deal leffened 
by the incumbrance with which it 1s charged. But 
the intereft of the public ought always to fuperíede 
every private confideration, as what is eternal is to 
be preferred to what is mortal; and a man of true 
generofity will ftudy in what manner to render his 
benefaction moft advantageous, rather than how he 
may beftow it with leaft expence. Farewel. 


LETTER XIX. Yo EnISOUS. 
AM deeply afflicted at the ill {tate of bealth of 


my friend Fannia, which fhe contracted during 
her attendance on Junia, one of the Veftal virgins. 
= 43V OL. a f. D She 





è About 2401. of our money. It fhould -fecm by this 
raffage, that the rate of intereft of money . ápon mortgage 
among the Romans in Pliny's time, or rather at the time 
when he wrote this letter (for no doubt it varied with pub- 
dic circumítances) was at 6 per Cezr. as in the common way 
of loan, upon perfonal fecurity, it appears from the fixty-fe- 


cou letter of the tenth book, to have been fo high as 12 jer 
ent. 
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She engaged in this good office at firft voluntarily, 
Junia. being her relation; but was afterwards 
appointed to it by an order from the college of 
Priefts : for, thefe virgins, when any indifpofinon 
makes it neceffary to remove them from the tem- 
me of Vefta, are always delivered into the care end 
cuftody of fome venerable matron. It was her aí- 
naoxy in the execution of this charge that occa- 
fioned her prefent diforder, which is a continual 
fever, attended with a cough that increafes daily. 
She is extremely emaciated, and every part of her 
frame feems in a total decay except her fpirits ; thofe 
indeed íhe preferves in their full vigour, and with a 
fortitude worthy the wife of Helvidius, and the 
daughter cf Thrafea. In every other article, 
her health is fo greatly impaired, that I am 
more than apprehenfive upon her account; I 
am deeply afflicted. I grieve, my friend, that 
fo excellent a woman is going to be removea 
from tke world, which will never, perhaps, again 
behoid her equal. How confummate is her vir- 
tue, her piety. her wifdom, her courage! She twice 
followed her hufband into exile, and nce yas 
banifhed herfelf upon his aecount. For, N | zio, 
when he way tried for writing the life of Helvidii s, 
having faid in his defence that he compofed tha: 
work at the requeft of Fannia; Metius Carus, 
with a ftern and threatening air, afked her whe- 
ther 
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ther it was true? She acknowledged it was: and 
when he farther queftioned her, whether fhe fup- 
plied him likewife with materials for that purpofe, 
and whether her mother was privy to this traní- 
action ? fhe boldly confeffed the former, but ab- 
folitely deriied the latter. In fhort, throughout 
her whole examination not a word efcaped her 
which betrayed the leaft timidity. On th 
contrary, fhe had the courage to preferve a copy 
of thofe very books which the fenate, over-awed 
by the tyranny of the times, had ordered- to 
be fupprefied, and the effects of the author to be 
confifcated ; taking with her as her companions 
thofe volumes which had been the caufe of her ex- 
ile. How pleafing is her converfation, how po- 
lite her addrefs, and (which feldom unites in 
the fame character) how venerable is fhe as 
well as amiable! She will hereafter, I am well 
perfuaded, be pointed out as a model to all 
wives; and perhaps be deenrzd worthy to be 
held forth as an example of fort cude even to our 
lex 1 am fure, at leaft, that we who Taxe the plea- 
fure of .ceing and converfing with her, c. Srem- 
pias ner with the fame admiration, as thofe fe- 
i wale heroines who are celebrated in »2.icient ftory. 
I confefs, I cannot but tremble for this illuftrious 
houíe, as it feems fhaken to its very founda- 

D 2 tlons, 
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ions, and ready to fall into ruins with this excel- 
lent woman : for, though fhe will leave defcen- 
dants behind her, yet what a height of virtue muíf* 
they attain, what glorious actions muft they*per- 
form, ere the world will be perfuaded that fhe was 
-ot the laft of her family! It is an aggravatiag 
circumítance of affliction to me, that by her death 
.4* Rem to lofe a fecond time her mother; that 
worthy mother (and what can I fay higher in her 
praiíe) of fo amiable a woman! who, as fhe was 
reftored to me in her daughter, ío fhe will now 
again be taken from me, and the lofs of Fannia 
will thus pierce my heart at once with a frefh ftab, 
and tear open a former wound. I loved and ho- 
noured them both fo highly, that I know not which 
had the greateft fhare of my affection and efteem : 
and it was a queftion they wifhed might ever remain. 
undetermined.  Intheir profperity and their adver- 
fity I performed every good office to them in my 
power ;, and was their comforter in exile, as well as 
their avenger at'neir return. But I have not yet dif- 
charged gt ene obligations I owe them ; and am fo 
much,:he more folicitous for the recovery of ihis lady, 
that I may have time to acquit the full claim rre‘n3< 
upon my kiadeft offices. Such is the anxiety under 
which I write this letter! But if fome friendly pow- 
er fhould happily give me occafion to exchange it 








for 
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for fentiments of joy, I fhall not complain of the 
alarms I now fuffer. Farewel. 


AULAM MA. 


TER Å 

Have perufed your book with all the attention 

I was mafter of, and have marked the paflíac^- 
I think fhould be altered, and thoíe which I am of 
opinion ought intirely to be thrown out. It 1s as 
habitual to me to fpeak truth, as ıt 1s agreeable to 
you to hear it ; and indeed none are more patient 
of cenfure, than thofe who have the beft claim to 
applaufe. I now expect in return, your obfervations 
1pon that treatife of mine which I lately fent you. 
How agreeable, how noble is fuch a commerce! and 
how am I pleafed with the thought, that pofterity, if 
it fhall at all concern itíelf with us, will not ceafe 
Lo mention with what harmony, what freedom, 
what fidelity we lived together It will be an in- 
(lance as remarkable, as it is ungommon, that two 
perfons nearly of the fame age ane rank, and of 
fome claracter in the republic of letters (7^7 Gnce 
I join inyfelf with vou, I am obliged to fpeak of 
your merit with referve) fhould thus mutually afrift 
and promote each other's ftudies. -When I was a 
very young man, and you in the prime of your 
glory and reputaticn, I eadeavotred to follow your 
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fteps, and was defirous to be confidered as next in 
fame to you, 


But next with many a length between ! 





And tho’ there were, at that time, many celebrated 
geniufes in Rome, yet you, of all others, appcar- 
ed to me, not only moft worthy to be my model, 
but from a fimilitude of our difpofitions, moft eafy 
for me to copy. It is particularly agreeable to me 
therefore to find, that in all companies wherelearn- 
ing is the topic of converfation, we are always men- 
tioned together, and that my name immediately 
follows yours. It is true, there are fome who prefer 
you to me, as others, on the contrary, give me the 
advantage; but I am little folicitous in what order 
we are placed, fo that we ftand togéther ; for, in my 
eftimation, whoever is next to you muft neceffarily 
precede every one elfe. You even fee in ? wills (un 


lefs 





2 Virg. ZEn. PiXEPs Tranil. 

b cc Tt ax ehe peculiar cuftom of Rome, for the clients and 
<< depen.tents of families, to bequeath at their deaty to their 
** patrons fome confiderable part of their eftates, as tae moft™ 
** effectual teftimony of their refpect and gratitude ; and the 
** more 2 man r^ceived in this way, the more it redounded td. 
<< his credit. "'Iias Cicero mentions it to the honour of Lu- 
** cullus, that, while he governed Afia as Proconful, many 
<e great eftates were left ta him by will. And Nepos tells us, 
<< in praiíe of Atticus, that he fucceeded to many inheritances 
** of the fame kind, bequeathed to him on no other account, 
<€ than of his friendly and amiable temper. Cicero, when ht 

** was 
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dU 
leis in the cafe of particular friendífhip to either of 
us) we are always equally confidered, and that the 
Rgacies bequeathed to us are generally the fame, 
botl» in number and value. Since therefore 
“we are thus united by a fimilitude of fudies, 
manners, réputation, and even by tcfítamcntary 
donations, thofe laft inftances of the world's cood 
opinion; fhould not thefe circumftances tend 


enflame us mutually with the moft ardent affec- 
tion? Farewel. 











ia. BLS ER: XXL Yo 


CORNUTUS. 


Obey, my dear Collegue, your obliging com- 
mands to favour the weaknefs of my eyes ; 
accordingly I came hither in a covered litter, in 
which I was as much fheltered as if I had been in 
my chamber. I forbear too (with difficulty indeed, 
Tiowever I do forbear) both writing and reading, and 
ítudy only with my ears. By dtawing the curtains 
of my chamber, I make it glooisy, but not dark ; 
and when I walk in my covered poro. I fhut the 
lower ange of wirklows, and by that mea. enjoy 
27 7 ach fhade as light. “Thus I endeavour te ac- 
cuftomrn myfelf to the light by degrees ‘The bath 


D 4 being 





and 





sce was falfely reproached by Anfa with being neglected 
s on thetfe occations, declared in his reply, that he had 
<< gained from this fingle article, about two hundred thou- 
<< fand pounds.  Mliddleton's Life of Tully, v. 2. 514. 
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being of fervice in this cafe, I allow myfelf the 
ufe of it, as I do of wine, becaufe it is not judged 
prejudicial; but I drink it with great moderations 
I do fo, you know, at al times, but particularly 
now that I have* one who narrowly obferves me. 

i received the pullet, with great pleafure as 
coming from you ; and weak as my eyes ftill are, 
thay are ftrong enough, however; to difcern it is 
extremely fat. Farewel. 


LETTER XXII. Zo FALCO. 


OU will not wonder I fo ftrongly preffed 

you to confer the Tribunate upon my- 
friend, when you fhall be informed who and what 
he is; and as you have complied with my requcít, 
I may now acquaint you with his name and charac- 
ter. It is Cornelius Minutianus, who both in rank 
and virtue is the ornament of that province to which 
I owe my birth. E:is family and fortune are noble, 
and yet he purfuss his ftudies with as much appli- 
cation, a+r. the narrownefs of his circumftances 
rende fc. it neceflary. Heis a noft upright ‘udge, 
amor ftrenuous advocate, a moft faithful friend. 
You will look upon the obligation as done to your- 
fclf, when you fhall have an opportunity of becom- 





ing 


Meaning his wife, perhaps, or his phyfician. 
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ing better acquainted with this excellent perfon, 
who (not to fpeak in too lofty terms of fo modeft 


aman) is equal to all the honours and titles that 
can be conferred upon him,  Farewel. 


LETTER XXIII. Zo Faspatus? 





Greatly rejoice that your ítrength will permit 
you to take fo long a journey as to ° Mediola- 
num, in order to meet ‘Iiro: but, that you may 
continue to enjoy that happinefs, let me intreat you 
to fpare yourfelf a fatigue fo improper for a man of 
your years. I muft even infift, that you wait for 
nim at Comum, and that you do not ftir out of 
your own houfe, nor even out of your chamber 
to receive him. ‘As I love him with the affection 
of a brother, it would be unreafonable he fhould 
expect from the perfon whom I honour as my pa- 


rent, a point of ceremony which he would fpare his 
Own.  karewel. 





Fis wife's grandtather. 
Milan. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. Jo OEMINIUS. 


Umidi Q»adratila is lately dcad, having 

lived almoft to her eighticth year. She 
enjoyed, “til her laft ficknefs, an uninterrupted 
itate of health, with a ftrength and firmnefs of 
body unufual to perfons of her fex. She has left 
a very prudent will, having difpofed of two thirds 
of her eftate to her grand-fon, and the reft to her 
grand-daughter. “The young lady I know little 
of, but the grand-fon is one of the moft favourite 
and intimate friends I have. He is a perfon of 
fingular worth; and his merit entitles him to thc 
affection of a relation, even where his blood does 
not. Tho’ he is extremely beautiful, he efcaped 
every malicious imputation both whillt a boy and 
when a youth: he was a hufband at four and 
twenty, and wouid have been a father if providence 
had not difapp,»inted his hopes. Although he 
lived in the family with his grand-mother, who was 
exceed andy edevoted to the pleafures of4the town, 
yet: h@ obíerved great feverity of conduct -himfelf, 
at tne {ame time that he “behaved to her with 
the utmoft .-fpecét. She retained a fet of ? Pain 
tomimes, 











2 'Thefe Pantemimes were, astneir name imports, univerfal 
mimics, whofe humour confiftedinimitating the peculiar man.. 
ner 
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tomimes, and was an encourager of this fort of 
people to a degree inconfiftent with a perfon of her 
fex and rank. But Quadratus never appeared at 
thefe Entertainments, not only when fhe exhibited 
them in the theatre, but even in her own houfe 5 
nor-indeed did fhe require him to be prefent. 1 once 
heard her fay, when fhe was recommending the 
ftudies of her grand-f6n tomy infpection, that it w 

her cuftom, in order to país away fome of thole unem- 
ployed hours with which female life abounds, to 


amufe herfelf with playing at” chefs, or íceing 
the 








ner and gefture of particular perfons. ‘hey were at firft in- 
troduced upon the ftage, as Scaliger fuppoíes, to fucceed the 
chorus and comedies, and divert the audience with buffoon pof- 
tures and antic dances. In after times thofe interludes be- 
came diftinét entertainments, and were exhibited apart from 
other plays. But the ufe of thefe Pantomimes was not con- 
fined to the ftage only, for Suetonius informs us, they were 
introduced in funeral folemnities, in crder to reprefent the 

manner of the deceafed. | 
b This game among the Romans feems to have been 
much of the fame nature, though by Quwadratilla difmifhng 
hèr grand-fon when fhe played at it, nox in the fame eftima- 
tion as a female amufement, with modern .hefs. ‘Their men, 
which they called CaZcez or Latrunculz, were made íome- 
times of wax, and fometimes of glais, and were q muaguifhed 
by black 2nd white colours. The invention of it ha-. “een 
carried by fome fo high as the fiege of Troy, but* P :ter. 
Texeir2s in his hiftory of Ferfia (as quoted by Pitifcus i». his 
Lex. Antiq. Rom.) imagines it to be of Perfian o)riginza, be- 
ciufe, fays he, in all countries where this -me is played, 
the names of the men are either the fame vath, or plainly a 
corruption of thofe given to them in the Perfian language. 
Allufions to this game are frequent the claflic writers ; 
but the fullet defcription of it is contained sin the following 
lines, taken from the little Pcem addrefs'd to Pifo, which is 
to 
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the mimicry of her pantomimes ; but that whenever 
fhe engaged in either of thofe amufements, fhe con- 
ftantly difmifled her grand-fon to his ftudies: à 

difmuffion 


to be found at the end of fome editions of Lucan, and is 
generally afcribed to that author : 





Te fi forte juvat, fiudiorum pondere feffum, 

Non languere tanen, lufufque movere per artem, 
Callidiore modo Tabula variatur aperta 
Calculus, et vitreo peraguntur milite bella, 

Ur niveus nigros, nunc et niger alliget albos. 
Sed tibi quis non terga dedit ? quis te duce ceffst 
Calculus ? aut quis non periturus perdidit boffem ? 
Mille modis acies tua dimicat : ille petentem 

Dum fugit, ipfe rapit : longo enit ille receffie 
Qui ftetit in Jpeculis : bic Je committere rixe 
Audet, et in pre daz venientem decipit hcftem > 
Ancipites fubit ille moras, fimmili/que ligato 
Obligat ipfe duos: bic ad majora movetur, 

Ut citus et frata prorumpat in agmina mandra, 
Claufaque dejeéio populatur mania vallo. 
Interea, fecfis quamvis accerima furgunt 
Pralia militibus, plena tamen ipfe phalange, 
Aut etiam pauco f/poliata milite vincis, 

Et tibi captive refonat manus utraque turbae 


Ad Pifon. Poémation, 


When, to relieye the labours of thy mind, 
"Thou turn’ft from deep refearch in arts refin’d. 
Wot in {oft indolence you waíte the hour, 
But ?.. pier genius {till exerts its pow’r ; 
-4 > mimic war the radiant troops are led, 
And martial ranks the varied table fpread ; 
There fable bands, and Pere a tnow-white train, 
With dc »btful tate of war the fight maintain. 
But who w th thee fhall dare difpute the field ? 
Led by thy . and, what warrior knows “o yield ? 
Or if he fall, ʻe falls with glorious pride, 
His vanquith’d o- extended by his fide. 
Unnumber’d ftratagems thy forces try ; 
Now artful feign, and only feiga, to fly, 





Now 
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difmiflion which proceeded, I am inclined to think, 
as much out of a certain reverential awe fhe felt up- 
om thofe occafions in the prefence of the youth, as 
from ker affection towards him. I was.a good deal 
iurprized, as I believe you will be, at what he told 
me.the lat time the Pontifical * games were exhi- 
bited. As we were coming out of the theatre to- 
gether, where we had been entertained with hz 
pantomimes, Do you know, faid he, this zs the firft 
time I ever faxo Quadratilla's freedman dance è Such 
was the ftriking declaration her grand-fon made ! 
while a fet of men of a far different character, in 
order to do honour to Quadratilla (I am afhamed 
to call it Honour) with the loweft and grofleft flat- 


tery 


Now boldly ruíhes ’midft the ranks of war, 

‘The chief who view’d the flaught’ring icene from fan 
Y bis, bravely daring in the arduous toil, 

Repels the hoft advancing to the fpo1l, 

While cautious zbat moves dreadtul on and flow, 
And fraudful meditates the certain blow ; 

What tho’ in guife a flave he feems in chains, 

Two captives He in durance cloie detains. 

But fee, yon hero with impetuous hatte, 

Durífts thro’ the ranks, and lays the ramparts v afte! 
While thus the mighty battle glows around, | 
And pro:trate chiefs beftrow the well-fought ground, 
Full and unbroken lo thy fquadrons itand, 

Or ícarce one warrior loft of thy command - 

T he captive crowds thy victory proclaim | 

And foes confefs thy undifputed fame. 








€ "The priefts, as well as other macif:.,e¢s, exhibited public 
games to the people when they enter'd upon*their ofhce. It 
fhould feem by what foilows, that Quadrarilla had lent her troop 


of Pantomiines to honour the celebration of thete Pontifica! 
"ames. 
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tery were running up and down the theatre, 
affecting the utmoit admiration and rapture at 
the performances of thefe her pantomimes, and 
then initatinz, with mufical chant, the mis «54 
ganner of their lady patrones. Put now all 
that theíe theatrical ffattcrers have obizimcd. in 
return, is only 2 few triding legacies, which they 
haye the mortification to receive from an heir, 
who never but once deigned to be prefent at Qua- 
dratilla’s fhews. 
ing itis not difegreeable to you to hear the news 


I fend you this account, as know- 





of the town, and becaufe when any occurrence has 
civen me pleafurc, I love to renew it again by com- 
municating it to my friends, And inaced the laud- 
able affection which Quadratilla has {hewn in her 
wil to her two heirs, and the particular honour 
done therein to that excellent youth her grand-fon, 
has afforded me a very fenfible fatisfaction ; as I 
rejoice extremely too, that the houfe which once 
belonged to Caffius the founder and chief of the 
+ Caffian fchool, is come into the poffeffion of a 
perfon not lels rcfpectable than its former matter. 
For, my worthy friend will fril it as he ought, and 
its ancient luftre will again revive under Quadratus; 
who; I ar» perfuaded, will prove as eminent an 
orator, as Caius was a lawyer. Farewel. 

d A famous lawy - who flourifhed in the reign of the em- 


peor Ciaudius: «no.e who followed his juridical opinions were 
faid to be Cafiiaini, or of the ichool of Cafius. 
LET- 
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LETTER AXV:ə Xo Rvrus. 


H AT numbers of learned men does mo- 

defty conceal, or love of rettrement with- 
draw, from the notice of the world! and yet when we 
are: ocáng to fpeak or recite in public, it is the judg- 





ment only of popular and oftentatious talents of 


which we ítand in awe; whereas we have mote 
reafon to revere the decifions of thofe who cultivate 
the fciences in contemplative life, and form their 
opinions of works of genius in privacy and filence, 
undiftracted by the none of clamorous affemblies : 
an obfervation which I give you upon experience. 
Terentius Junior having paffed thro’ the military 
offices fuitable to a perfon of Equeftrian rank, and 
executed with greet integrity the poft of receiver- 
ceneral of the revenues in ° INarboneníian Gaul, re- 
tired to his eftate; preferring the enjoyment of an 
uninterrupted tranquillity, to thofe honours which 
his fervices had merited. He invited mee lately 
to his houfe, where, looking upon him only as a 
worthy maíter of a family, and an induftrious far- 
mer, I ftarted {fuch rural topics of converíation in 
which I imagined he was moft verfed. But he foon 
turned the difcourfe, and difplaying a-great fund 








of 


2 One of the four principal divifions cz. acient Gaul: it ex- 
tended from the Pyrenzan mountains, which^feparate France 
from Spain, to the Alps, which divide it from Italy, and com- 
prehended Languedoc, Proveace, Dauphiny, and Savoy. 
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of knowledge, entered upon fubjects of literature. 
I was aftonifhed at the elegance with which he ex- 
preffed himfelf both in Latin and Greek ! for he 1s. 
fo perfectly well fkilled in each, that which ever he 
Ípeaks, feems to be the language wherein he par- 
ticularly excels. How extenfive is his reading ! 
how tenacious his memory! You would not 1ma- 
oine him the inhabitant of an ignorant country 
village, but a citizen of the learned Athens. In 
fhort, his converfation has increafed my folicitude 
concerning my works, and taught me to revere the 
judgment of thefe ftudious country gentlemen, as 
much as that of more known and diftinguifhed 
literati. Let me perfuade you to confider them 
in the fame light: for believe me, upon a careful 
obíervation, you will often find in the literary as 
well as military world, moft powerful abilities 
concealed under a ruftic garb.  Farewel. 











LETTER XXVI. Zo Maximus. 


HE lingering diforder of a friend of mine 
cave me occafion late}y to reflect, that we are 
never fo virtuous as when-afflicted with ficknefs. 
Where is che man, who under the pain of any dif- 
temper, is eit. erfolicited by avarice or enflamed with 
luft? At fuch a fcafon he is neither the Aave of 
love, nor the fool of ambition ; he looks with indif- 





ference 
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ference upon the charms of wealth, and is contented 
with ever fo fmall a portion of it, as being upon the 
point of leaving even that little. It is ‘then he re- 
collects there are Gods, and that he himfelf is but a 

man: no m@rtal is shez the object of his envy, his 
adniuvation,’ or his contempt; and having no 
mance to gratify, the tales of flander excite not 
his attention: his dreams run only upon the-sc- 
frefhment of ^ baths and fountains. T hele are the 
fupreme objects of his thoughts and wifhes, while 
he refolves, if he fhould recover, to país tne re- 
mainder of his days difengaged from the cares and 
bufinefs of the world; that is, in innocence and 
happinefs. I may therefore lay down to you and 
nivíelf a fhort rule, which the philofophers have 
endeavoured to inculcate at the expence of many 
words, and even many volumes ; that ** we fhould 
‘© realize in health, thofe refolutions we form in 
hcknefs." Parewel. 


"s 
_- 


The awakening power of advertity in ese: is fo beau- 
tifully defcribed by th? baniíned duke in Shakefvear’s 22s you 
(ike zt, that it will not, perhaps, be impertinent to take the 
privilege of a commentator, and produce it as a parallel paf- 
fage, efpecially as the fenciment in the fecond line is exactly 
the dame with this of Pliny’s before us i 


1 his is no flattery : "Theile are counfellcrs 

‘Prat /zecZizg!ly perfuade me what I am. 

sweet are tne ules of adveriity, 

Which like the toad, ugly and venom: us, 

Wears Yet a precious jewel in hid be 4. Acte 3.2 Sen €. 


> The ancient phyficians advifed bathing as of fovereign 
— in various diorders. 
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LETIER XXVII. Zo SURA- 


H E prefent recefs from bufinefs affords you 

leifure to communicate, and me to receive, 
information. I am extremely defirous ther:fare 
to know your fentiments concerning fpeétres, whe- 
the you believe they have a real exiftence, and 
are a fort of divinities, or are only the vifionary im- 
preffions of a terrified imagination?’ What particu- 
larly inclines me to give credit to their reality, is a 
ftory * which I lately heard of Curtius Rufus. When 
he was in low circumftances and unknown in the 
world, he attended the e&overnor of Africa into 
that province. One evening as he was walking 
in the public portico, he was extremely furprized 
with the apparition of a woman, whofe figure and 
beauty were more than human. She told him fhe 
was the tutelar power who prefided over Africa, 
and was come to inform him of the future events 
of his life: that he fhould go back to Rome, where 
he fhould be raifed to the higheft honours; fhould 
return to that province invefted with the proconfular 
dignity, and there fhould dic. Accordingly every 
circumítance of this prophecy was actually accom- 


plifhed. 





. This itory iselikewife related by Tacitus in the 11th boak 
of his annals, chap. 21. 
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plifhec It is faid farther, that upon his arrival at 
CH as he was coming out of the fhip, the 
fame figure accofted him upon the fhore. It is 
certain, at leaft, that being feized-with a fit of 
illnefs, tho’ there were no fymptoms in his cafe 
that.4^ed his attendants to defpair, he inftantly 
cave up all hope of recovery; judging, it fhould 
feem, of the truth of the future part of the pre- 
diction, by that which had already been fulfilled, 
and of the misfortune which threatened him, by the 
fuccefs which he had experienced. ‘To this {tory let 
me add another not lefs remarkable than the former; 
but attended with more terrifying circumftances t 
and I will give it you exactly as it was related to me. 
There was at Athens ° a large and commodious 
houfe, which lay. under the difrepute of being 
haunted. In the dead of the night a noife,.refem- 
bling the clafhing of iron, was frequently heard, 
which, if you liftened more attentively, founded 
like the rattling of chains; at firft it feemted ata 
diftance, but approached nearer by degrees : imme- 
diately afterward a fpectre appeared in the form of an 
old man, extremely meagre and ghaftly, with a long 
beard and difhevelled hair, rattling the chains on 
his feet and hands. The diftreffed inhabitants 1n the 

Is 2 mean 


>» Lucian ridicules a ftory pretty much refembling this, 
but lays the {eene of it in Coryith.. Vid. Lucian. Philopfeud. 
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mean while paffed their nights under the moft dread- 
ful terrors imaginable. This, as it broke their reft, 
ruined alfo their health, and brought on diftempers,- 
which, together with their conftant horrors of m: nd, 
proved in the end fatal to their lives.” Even in the 
day-time, tho’ the {pirit did not then appear, yet 
the impreflion remained fo ftrong upon their 1ma- 
eingtions, that it ftill feemed before their eyes, and 
kept them in perpetual alarm. By thefe means 
the houfe was at laft deferted, as being deemed 
abfolutely uninhabitable; fo that it was now en- 
tirely abandoned to the ghoft. However, in hopes 
that fome tenant might be found who was ignorant 
of this very alarming circumftance which attended it, 
a bill was put up, giving notice that it was either to 
be let or fold. It happened that Athenodorus the 
philofopher came to Athens at thts time, and reading , 
the bill, enquired the price. ‘The extraordinary 
cheapnefs raifed his fufpicion ; neverthelefs, when he 
heard the whole ftory, he was fo far from being dil- 
couraged, that he was more ftrongly inclined to hire 
it, and, in fhort, actually did fo. When it grew 
towards evening, he ordered a. couch to be prepar- 
ed for him in the fore-part of. the houfe, and after 
calling for a light, together with his pen and tablets, 
he directed ali his people to retire. But, that his 
mind might not tor want of employment, be open to 
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the vain terrors of imaginary noifes and fpirits, he 
applied himfelf to writing with the utmoft atten- 
tion. The firft part of the night paffed with ufual 
filence, when at length the chains began to rattle : 
however, he neither lifted up his eyes, nor laid 
down his pen, but diverted his obfervation by 
purfuing his ftudies with greater earneftnefs. The 
noife increafed and advanced nearer, till it fe-med 
at the door, and at laft in the chamber. He 
looked up and faw the ghoft exactly in the man- 
ner it had been defcribed to him: it ftood be- 
fore him, beckoning with the finger. Atheno- 
dorus made a fign with his hand that it fhould 
wait a little, and threw his eyes again upon his 
papers; but the ghoft {till rattling his chains in 
his ears, he logked up. and faw him beckoning 
as before. Upon this he immediately arofe, and 
with the light’ in his hand, followed it. The 
ípectre lowly ftalked along, as if encumbered 
with his chains, and turning into the area of the 
houfe, fuddenly vanifhed. Athenodorus being 
thus deíerted, made a mark with fgme grafs and 
leaves where the fpirit left him. ‘The next day 
he gave informatien to the magiftrates, and 
advifed them to order that fpot to be dug up. 
This was accordingly done, and tke fkeleton of a 
man in chains was there found ;, “Sr, the body hav- 
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ing lain a confiderable time in the ground, was pu- 
trefied and had mouldered away from the fetters. 
The bones -being collected together were publicly 
buried : and thus, after the ghoft was appeafed bv the 
proper ceremonies, the houfe was haunted no more. 
This {tory I believe upon the credit of others ; what 
I am going to mention I give you upon my oen. 
I have a frecd- man named Marcus, who is by no 
means illiterate. One* night as he and his younger 
brother were lying together, he fancied he faw fome 
perfon upon his bed, who took out a pair of fciflars, 
and cut off the hair from the top part of his head : 
in the morning, it appeared the boy's hair was 
actually cut, and the clippings lay ícattered about 
the floor. A fhort time after this, an event of the 
like nature contributed to give credit to the for- 









Inner 


e 'Thofe who are unacquainted with the genius of the religion 
of ancient Rome, may be inclined to think meanly of our au- 
thor’s judgment, from this and the following ftory ; but when 
it 1s remembered that the greateft characters which we meet 
with among that illuftrious people, are all ftrongly marked 
with a vein of fuperftition, no particular charge of weak 
credulity can with juftice be brought from hence againtt 
Pliny. The truth is, it was a national turn, and counte- 
nanced by the conítitution of their government, infomuch 
that omens, even of the loweft kind, were confidered previ- 

ous to every ftep either of foreign or domeftic concern: and 
the wifefl and graveft of their hiftorians. the judicious Livy 
net excepted, have given into accounts of this nature. 
Even a noble hiitorian among our own coauntrymen, has 
not fcrupled to infeat a relation of the fame kind and credi- 
bility, in his hiftory oF the civil wars. 
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mer ftory. A young lad of my family was fleeping 
in his apartment with the reft of his companions, 
:*vhen two perfons clad in white came in (as he tells 
the ftory) thro’ the windows, and cut off his hair as 
he lay ; and asfoon as they had finifhed the opera- 
tion, &eturnéd the fame way they entered. The 
next morning it was found that this boy had been 
ferved juft as the other, and with the very fame 
circumftance of the hair fpread about the room. 
Nothing remarkable indeed followed thefe events, 
unlefs that I efcaped a profecution, in which, if 
Domitian (during whofe reign this happened) had 
lived fome time longer, I fhould certainly have been 
involved. For, after the death of that emperor, ar- 
ticles of impeachment againft me were found in his 
fcrutore, which had been exhibited by Carus. It 
may therefore be conjectured, fince it is cuftomary 
for perfons under any public accufation to let their 
hair grow, this cutting off the hair of my fervants 
was a fign I fhould efcape the imminent danger 
that threatened me. Let me defire you then ma- 
turely to confider this queftion. ‘The fubject me- 
rits your examination; as, I trut, I am not myfelf 
altogether unworthy te participate of the abun- 
dance of your fuperior knowledge. And tho’ you 
fhould, with your ufual fcepticifm, balance between 
two opinions, yet I hope you will throw the 
weightier reafons on one fide, left, whilft I confult 
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you in order to have my doubts fettled, you fhould 
difmifs mein the fame fufpence and indecifion that 
occafioned you the prefent application. Farewel. 


LETTER XXVIII ZZ» Serrrcrivs. 


SHERE are, it feems, certain perfon who 
in your company have blamed me, as being 






upon all occafions too lavifh in commendation of 
my friends. JI not only acknowledge the charge, 
but glory in 1t ; for, can there be a nobler error than 
an over-flowing benevolence? But {till who are 
thefe, let me afk, that are better acquainted with 
my friends than I am myfelf ? Yet grant there are 
any fuch, why will they deny me the fatisfa4tiori of 
fo pleafing an error? For, fuppofing my friends 
deferve not the high encomiums I give them, cer- 
tainly I am happy in believing they do. Let them 
recommend then this ungenerous difcernment to 
thofe who imagine (and their number is not in- 
confiderable) that they fhew their judgment, when 
they indulge their cenfure. As for myíelf, they 
will never perfuade me that I can love my * friends 
coo well.  Farewel. 

^ Balzac with his ufual happinefs of allufion, obferves, ** Il 


re y a des rivieres qui ne font jamais tant de bien que quand 
we elles fe deboricut; de meme Pamitié n'a ricn de meilleur 
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Tso MONTANUS. 


T would raife your laughter firft, and then 
your indignation, and perhaps, when you had 
compofed yourfelf a Little, you would be in- 
clined to l£zugh again, were you to read what 
I am going to mention, and which you wil 
{carce credit without ocular infpection. I lately 
obferved in the Tiburtine * road, near the firft 
mile ftone, a monument erected to the memory 
of ^ Pallas, with the following  infcription ; 








THE SENATE DECREED TO HIM, AS A REWARD 
FOR HIS FIDELITY AND AFFECTION TO HIS PA- 
TRONS, THE HONOUR OF THE PRZETORIAN * ORNA- 
MENTS, TOGETHER WITH THE SUM OF FIFTEEN 


MILLION OF " SESTERCES: BUT HE WAS CONTENT- 
ED WITH ACCEPTING ONLY THE HONOUR. lam not 
indeed apt to wonder at diítinctions of this fort, 
which are oftener the gift of Fortune than of Judg- 
ment; but I could noc help reflecting when I read 


this 


2 The road leading to Gévo/7, in Campania. 

b He was at firita flave in the court of Claudius Clar, 
who afterwards gave him his freedom, and raiíed him to hi~ 
chief favour. “he patrons mentioned in this Infcription, arc 
that emperor and his coníort Agrippina, to whom Pallas nad 
Hkewifc recommended l]iin'elr bv tome fignal fervices. 

e The fcuate. 45 a marc of honourable diftinction, fome- 
times decreed the nrivitege of weanne the ornaments peculiar 
iO certain dic ndties, to perions who had, not enjoyed ià 
tice to which thofe ornaments were annexed. 

"About azo von L. of our Money- 
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this infcription, how contemptible and ridiculous 
are thofe honours, which are thus fometimes thrown 
away upon dirt and infamy; which fuch a rafcal, 1 
fhort, had the affurance both to accept and ,to re- 
fufe, and then fet himfelf forth to- pofterity as an 
example of fingular moderation! Yet why:fnould 
it raife my indignation ? rather let me treat it as a 
matter of derifion, that perfons of this vile cha- 
raéter may not flatter themfelves they have obtained 
any thing truly enviable, when their honours only’ 
expoíe them to feverer ridicule, | Farewel. 


GETIPEER AA To GENITOR. 


AM extremely concerned to find that you have 
loft your pupil; a youth, as your letter afiures 
me, of fuch great hopes. Can I want to be inform- 
ed, that his fickneís and death muft have inter- 
rupted your ftudies, knowing, as I do, with what 
exactnefs you fill up every duty of iife, and how 
warm your affection is to all thofe to whom you 
give your efteem? As for myfelf, the ufual bu- 
finefs of Rome puriues me to this place; and I 
am not out of the reach of people even here, who 
appeal to me either as their judge, or their ar- 
bitrator. Nor is this all: for, not only the farmers 
claim a fort of prefcription to try my patience as 
they pleafe by their continual complaints; but 
aiío the necefüity' of letting out my farms gives me 
| | much 
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much trouble, as it 1s exceedingly difficult to find 
proper tenants. For thetic rcafons I can only fludy 
by fnatches ; Mill however I do ftudy occafionally, 
and both compofe and read by turns: but my reading 
teaches me, by a very mortifying comparifon, with 
what ill fuccefs I attempt to be an author myfeif. 

Tho’ idend you give me ereat encouragement, when 
you compare the piece I wrote in vindication of 
Helvidius, to the oration of Dcmofthenes againft 
Midias. I confefs I had that harangue in my view: 
not that I was fo vain and abfurd as to pretend to 
rival it, but I endeavoured, at leaít, to imitate it, as 
far as the difference of our fubjects would admit, 

and as nearly as a genius of the loweit rank can 
copy one of the higheft. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXI. Yo Connuris, 


I.audius Pollio is extremely defirous of your 





friendfhip ; and he deferves it, not only be- 
chufe he defires it, but becaufe he offers you bis in 
return; as indeed few ever requeft the one, with- 
out being difpofed to give the other. He is an 
upright, honefít, good-natured man, and mo- 
deft, I had almoft íaid, beyond meafure; if in- 
deed that virtue can be carried to excels. 
We ferved in the army together, when he. com- 
manded a troop of horfe; and-I had an op- 


portunity 
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portunity of taking a nearer view of his charac- 
ter, than merely what his being my fellow-officer— 
gave me. I was appointed by the lieutenznt-, 
general to examine the accounts of the. feveral 
companies; and as I difcovered many inftances 
of groís avarice and neglect of “duty »n fome, 
fo I found the highett integrity and exacteft care 
in Pollio. He was afterwards promoted to very 
confiderable employments in the revenue; yet no 
temptations could corrupt the innate integrity of 
his foul, and no proiperity fwell his breaft with 
pride, but he preferved, in all the variety of pofts 
thro’ which he paífed, his honour and his humanity 
unimpeached ; to which I will add, he fupported 
the toils of bufinefs with the fame firmnefs of 
mind he now difcovers in his retreat. Fie once 





indeed quitted his retirement for a fhort time, 
greatly to his credit; being caled forth by my 
worthy friend Corellius to his affiftance, in pur- 
chafing and dividing out thofe lands which 
were given to the public by the liberality of the 
emperor ? Nerva. And could there be any cir- 
cumítance more to his hononr, than to be thus par- 
ticularly fingled cut as his coadjutor, by a per- 

fon 


^ Nerva rcítored to the Romans all that Domitian had 
-"innd "red them of, armi gave a very large fum of money to 
he laid cut in the purchaie of lands for the fupport of des 
caved families. 
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lon of fo eminent a character as Corelhus? You 
may judge how faithfully he reveres the facred ties 
of friendfhip by the laft wills ^ of feveral of his 
friends, particularly that of Miufonius. Baflus, a 
man of diftinguiíhed merit. Pollio (for he culti- 
vates polite litérature as well as every other valu- 
able qualification) has very gratefully endeavoured 
to perpetuate and extend the memory of Baffus, by 
publifhing an account of his life: a circumftance 
too uncommon and too gencrous, not to be par- 
ticularly applauded; fince the generality of the 
world feldom mention the dead, unlefs to complain 
of them‘. Receive then this worthy man, greatly 
defirous (believe me) of your amity, with warm 
embraces, and even invite him to accept of it as 
what you owe him; for, he who makes the firft 
advances towards friendíhip, cannot fo properly be 
faid to follicit an obligation as to claim a return. 
Ll: arewel. 


De See letter 20. of this book, note ». 

* Pliny feems to allude to the C.zpratcres, or legacy -hunters : 
a contemptible character extremely common among the Ro- 
mians in the decline of their itate, when the prevajling luxury 
of the times rendered too nrany of them, in order to fupply 
their extravagance, capable of any meanneis to obtain a pecu- 
niary remembrance in the circles of their wealthy acquaintance, 
and too much mortified not to complain when they fond them- 
felves difappointed. 


LET- 
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FETTER XX XIL TYTobaABarTUS," 


A M extremely glad that the arrival of my friend 
Tiro was acceptable to you. But above all I 
rejoice, that you naude ufe (as your letter informs 
me) of the opportunity which the prefence’ of the 


proconful afforded you, of manumizing " feveral of 
your flaves. 





For, as I wifhto fee our corporation * 
improved by every poffible means, fo particularly by 
an increafe of citizens, as that, of all others, is the 
ftrongcít ornament a community can receive. | 
am pleafed too (not out of a {pirit of vanity, how- 
Ever I coniefs I am pleafed) with what you add, 
that both you and I were highiy complimented, in 
the acknowledgments which were made upon this 
occafion ; for, as Xenophon obferves, ** the voice 
“<< of praife is fweet;” efpecially when we thinx 
we cleferve it.  Farewcl. 


LETTER XXXIII. Zo Tacitus. 


Strongly prefage (a nd i am perfuaded I fhall not 
be dece:v'd) that your hiftories will be immortal. 
I ingenuoufly own therefore *, I fo much the more 





| carneítly 
a His wite Calphurnia's s grandfather. 

b See letter 16 of this book. 

€ Co: "1um. 

a s {ome ingenious’ writers have affected to draw a com- 
parifon betweei. our author and Cicero, to the difadvantage of 
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carneftly wifh to find a place in them. If we are ge- 
nerally careful to have our perfons repreiented by the 
beft artifts, ought we not to defire that oür actions 
may be related and celebrated by an author of your 
diftinguifhed abilities ? In view to this, I acquaint 
you with the following affair, which tho’ it cannot 


the former ; it will not, ’tis hoped, be thought any want of 
reverence to a character, which deferves the hizheft veneratien 
from every admirer oí the fine arts, to fet before the reader an 
initance, where Pliny greatly outfhines that nobie example he 
was, upon all occafions, fo defirous of copying. ‘There is a 
letter of Cicero's extant to the fame purpoíe as this of Pliny's, 
addrefled to his friend Lucceius*, who was writing the Liftory 
of his own times. ‘The fenitbie Montaign condemns 60th 
as inftances of immoderate ambition; and obferves, that 
** + fortune, as it were in pure fpight, has taken care to hand 
down to us the vanity of thefe requeíts, while fhe has long 
fince deftroyed the hiftories they folicited."" Let it be re- 
marked, however, in juítice to our author, that upon a com- 
parifon of the two letters, the ambition of Piiny will appear 
far more reaíona2ble than tha* of Cicero; for, the latter does 
not íÍcruple to prefs his friend to tranfgrefs the rules of hif- 
tory, and break through the bounds of trath in his favour. 
Y e plane etiam atque etiam rogo, ut C9 ornas ea vebementius etiam 
quam fortaffe fentis, C9 in ea leges biffori.e nezgligas, amorique 
2120/2 ro plufculum etiam Gua concedit werilas largire . whereas 
Pliny, with a far nobler fpirit, expreísly declares he dces not 
defire Tacitus fhould heighten the fact, and that actions of 
real worth need only to be fet in their true light. In Cicero's 
letter we read the extravagant dictates of the moit immode- 
rate ambition; and he himfelf confefles he had not the af- 
furance t> look his friend in the face while he cxprefied them : 
Coram me tecum eadezu hac agewe fepe conantem deterruit pudor è 
in Pliny's we fee nothing but what is agrecable to cool fenic, 
and the honeít ambition of one who was conícious he had 
acted well, and defirous pofterity fhould know it. 


Ep. fam. 1. $9. 32. . T ‘ham. I. 32c. 
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have efcaped your attention, as it is mentioned in 
the * journals of the public, ftill I acquaint you with 
it, that you may be the more fenfible how agrecabke 
it will be to me, that this action, greatly heightened 
by the hazard which attended it, fhould receive an 
additional luftre from the teftimony* of fu bright 
a genius. The fenate appointed Herennius Se- 
necio, and myíclf, couníel for the province of 
Boetica, in their impeachment of Boebius Maffa. 
He was condemned; and the houfe ordered his 
effects to be feized into the hands of the public 
officer. Shortly after, Senecio having learnt 

that 


e Whether Pliny means by the Puélica aa, the journal 
ef the fenate, or what * ‘Tacitus and j Suetonius call the 
Diurra acta, may admit of a doubt. ‘The former feems to 
have been exactly in the nature of our Votes of the houfe of 
commons, wherein a fhort account was given to the public of 
what pafied in the fenate ; the latter appears very much to re- 
Íemble our Gazette, being an authorifed narrative of the 
tranfactions worthy of notice which happened in Rome. Pe- 
tronius has given us the form of the latter of thefe, in his 
account of Trimalchio; and as it may not, perhaps, be uf- 
entertaining to the Englifh reader, to fee how exactly a Ro- 
man news-paper runs in the ftile of a modern one, the foi- 
lowing is an article or two out of 1r. 
|» ** On the 26th of July, 30 boys and 40 girls were born at 
«« 'I'rimalchio's eftate at Cuma.” - 

** At the fame tiine a fiave was put to'death for uttering 
<c diíreífpectful words againft his lord.”’ 

<< "The fame day a fire broke out in Pompey's gardens, 
<e which began in the night, in the fteward’s apartment.'* 
Petron Tatyr. p. 196, al. Var. 


* Annal. 5c. 31i. t In jJ. Clar: 20. 
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that the confuls intended to fit to hear petitions, 
came to me, and propofed that we fhould go toge- 
ther, and addrefs them with the fame unanimity 
we executed the office which had been enjoined us, 
that they would not fuffer Maffa’s effects to be 
diffipated by thofe who were appointed to preferve 
them. I anfwered that as we had been counfel in 
this caufe by order of the fenate, I would recom- 
mend it to his confideration, whether it would be 
proper for us, after fentence had paffed, to interpofe 
any farther. ‘* You are at liberty, faid he, to pre- 
* (cribe what bounds you pleafe to yourfelf, who 
* have no particular connections with the pro- 
* vince, except what arife from your late fervices to 
« them ; but they have a much ftronger claim upon 
** me, who was born there, and enjoyed the poft of 
* Quæítor among them." If fuch, I told him, was 
his determined refolution, I was ready to attend 
him, that whatever refentment fhould be the confe- 
quence of this affair, it might not fall fingly upon 
Himfelf. Accordingly we went to the confuls, where 
Senecio fpoke what he thought proper upon the 
occafion, to which I subjoined a few words on my 
part. We had fcarcely ended, when Mafia, com- 
plaining that Senecio had not acted againft him 
with the fidelity of an advocate, but the bitternefs 
of an enemy, defired he might be at liberty to pro-. 

Vor. II. F fecute 
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Íccute him for * treafen. The whole afiembly was 
ftruck with the utmoft confternation and horrour 
at this motion. I immediately rofe up ; ** Mer 

** noble 


‘ The reader will undoubtedly be furprized to fw d 4 pro- 
fecution of :rc/oz, founded merely upon a fuggeítion of mif- 
conduct in the management of a private trial. But this difti- 
culty will be cleared, perhaps, by confidering the character of 
Domitian, in whofe reign this tranfaction happened. 'i'o fhew 
any diflike to thofe who were the favourites of that infamous 
emperor, was conitrued by him into an act of treafon againit 
himfelf. He could gather that poifonous weed (as our author 
in his panegyric ftrongly expreffes it) even from the barren 
fands of the theatre (crimina majeftatis 22 Arena colligebat ; J 
for not to admire even his gladiators, was deemed, in thofe 
wretched times, an act of difloyalty. If therefore Mafa was 
in the good graces of Domitian it would have been very 
eafy for the former, to ftrain the honeít zeal which Serecio 
had fhewn in conducting this caufe, into an inítance of dif- 
refpect to the emperor. And the charaéter which Tacitus 
gives of this Mafla ftrongly fupports that fuppofition ; for, he 
defcribes him as the bane of every goùd man, and an inftru- 
ment of thofe calamities which the Romans fuffered under 
Domitian; oprz7z2 cuique exitio/us, fays he, © iu caufas malo- 
rum que tulimus. ['Vacit. hiit. l. 4. 50.] It muft be owned 
however, that the expreffion in the original (pofulatio zzi- 
pietatis) Coes not fo abfolutely and necefiarily imply, a pro- 
fecution of treafon, but that it may admit of another inter. 
pretation. Accordingly, a gentleman of dittinguifhed learn- 
ing, who favoured the tranflator with his fentiments upon this 
paffage, has @ffered a conjecture much too ingenious to be 
fupprefled. << It was the practice’ (he obferves) of the an- 
** cients, that all depofits, trufts, fequeftrations, wills, 3c. 
‘< fhould be lodged in the mot fecure and unfufpeted places ; 
“< accordingly, they chofe their temples for that purpoífe, and 
= the priefts were of courfe the legal fequeftrators ; 


Nos ibi apud Theotimum omne aurum depofuimus, 
Qui illic facerdos et in Diane Ephefiz. 


Plaut. Bacch. 
<e And 











Book VII. OF PLINY. 67 


e noble confuls, faid I, I am afraid it fhould feem 
cee that Maffa has tacitly charged me with having 
^ favoured him in this caufe, fince he did not think 
< proper to join me with Senecio in tke defired pro- 
* fecution.” ‘This fhort fpeech was extremely well 
received by thofe who were prefent ; as it foon af- 
terwards got abroad, and was mentioned by every 
body with general applaufe. The late emperor 
Nerva(who tho' at that time in a private ftation, yet 
interefted himfelf in every meritorious action which 
concerned the public) wrote an admirable letter to 
me upon the occafion, wherein he not only congra- 
tulated me, but the age, which had produced an 
example fo much in the fpirit (as he was pleafed to 
call it) of better days. But, whatever the fact be, it 
is in your power to heighten and fpread the luftre 
of it: tho’ far am I from defiring you would in the 
leaft exceed the bounds of reality.  Fliftory ought 
to be guided by ítrict truth ; and worthy actions 
require nothing more.  Lkarewel. 

** And of this the claffic and civil-law books furnifh abun- 
** dant proof. He thinks therefore, that an indinuation that 
<e Maffa had been tampering with the church to betray this 
** fidei-commiffum, and that the fecurity became fuipicious, 
<c might 5o/Z2/]y carry an aétion of impiety. > However, upon 
a clofer examination of the letter, and comparrng it with 


the hiftory of that age, the interpretation adopted in the 
text, may, perhaps. be juftified. 
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LETTER I, Vo SsgPrPrTITIUS. 


Had a good journey hither, excepting only 
that fome of my fervants have fuffered in their 
health by the violent heats. Poor Encolpius, my * 
reader, whofe affiftance is of fuch fervice to me both 
in my ftudies and amufements, was fo affected by 
the duft, that it occafioned his {pitting of blood : an 
F 3 ACci- 








^ Perfons of rank and literature among the Romans, re- 
tained in their families a domeftic, whofe principal bufinefs was 
to read to them. 
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accident which will prove not lefs unfortunate to 
me, than to himfelf, fhould he be thereby rendered 
unfit for thole purpofes of literature in which ine fo 
greatly excels. If that fhould unhappily bt the 
event, where fhall I find one who will read my 
compofitions with fo much {pirit and fo cap.ivating 
an elocution, or admire them with fo much fond- 
ne% ? But the gods feem to favour cur better hopes, 
as his bleeding is ftopped, and his pain abated. 
He is extremely temperate on bis part; and no 
attention is wanting on mine, nor any care on his 
phyfician's. ‘Thefe confiderations, together with 
the falubrity of this air, and the quiet of retirement, 
give us reafon to expect, that the country will con- 
tribute as much to the reítoration of his health, as 
to his repofe. . Farewel. 


LETTER IL. Yo CaALVISIUS. 


THER people vifit their eftates in order 

to recruit their puríes, but I go to mine 
only to return fo much the poorer. I had fold my 
vintage to the merchants, who were extremely 
eager to purchafe it, encouraged by the price it then 





bore, and what it was probabie it would rife to: 
however they were cdifappointed in their expecta- 
tuons. Upon this occafion to have made one 


creer 
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oeneral undiftinguifhed abatement to all, would 
have been much the eafieft, but not the moft equic- 
able method. I1 hold it particularly worthy of a 
man of honour, to be governed Fy the principles 
of ftrict equity in his domeftic as well as public 
condwt; in fmall, as in great affairs; in his 
own concerns, as well as in thofe of others: And 
ifevery deviation from reétitude is equally * crimi- 
nal, every approach to it muft be equally laudable. 
In the firft place then, I remitted to all in general 
one eighth part of the price they had agreed to give 
me; that none might go away without a mark of 
my liberality : in the next, I particularly confidered 
thofe who having advanced to me large fums in part 
of payment, had done me fo much the more fervice, 
and had been the greater fufferers themfelves. To 
thofe therefore, whofe purchafe amounted to more 
than ° ten thoufand fefterces, I gave back (over and 
befide that which I may call the general and common 
eighth) a tenth part of what they had paid above that 
fum, I fear I do not exprefs myfelf with fufficient 
clearnefs ; I will endeavour to explain my mean- 
ing: for inftance, fuppofe a man had purchafed 
of me to the value of * fifteen thoufand fefterces ; 
I remitted to him ane eighth part of that whole 

F 4 lum, 


a It was a doétrine maintained by the Stoj;ve, that all 
crimes are equal; | 

b About 301. of our money. 

* About 1201. of our moncy. 
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fum, and likewife one tenth of? five thoufand. 
Befides this, zs feveral had depofited, in dif- 
ferent proportions, part of the price they had a 
greed to pay, w^ilft others had advanced nothing ; 
i thought it would not be agreeable to equity, that 
all thefe fhould be favoured with the*fame equal 
remiffion. To thole therefore who had made any 
payments, I returned a tenth part upon the fums fo 
paid. By thefe means [ made a proper acknow- 
fed@ment to each, according to their refpeétive de- 
ferts; and likewife encouraged them, not only to 
deal with me for the future, but to be prompt in 
their payments. ‘This inftance of my good-nature 
or my judgment (call it which you pleafe) was.a 
very confiderable expence to me. However, I 
found my account init; for, all the country greatly 
commended both the fingular generofity of thefe 
abatements, and the principle by which I regulated 
them. Even thole to whom I did not mete (as the 
proverb is) 2y the fame meafure, but adjufted the 
reiniffion to the fum they had advanced, held them- 
!elves obliged to me, in proportion to the probity 
of their principles; and went“away pleafed with 
having experienced, that not from me 
© M be gofd and bad an equal boon receive. 


Farewel. 
LET- 


Abóut gol. fterling. 
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I.E i IER Ili. do SraAàsscs. 


OU tell me that of all my works, the laft 

I fent you is your greatceít fa aurite. The 
fame judgment has likewife been paffed upon it 
by anoygaer of my very knowing and ingenious 
friends: and I am the more inclined to believe that 
neither of you 1s miftaken, not only as it is impro- 
bable you both fhould be fo, but becaufe I am 
much difpofed to flatter myfelf. I always endea- 
vour indeed, that my laft performance may ap- 
pear the moft finifhed ; and for that reafon I pre- 
fer the fpeech I lately publifhed, to that which 
you mention: I will fend it you as foon as I can 
meet with a fafe conveyance. And now I have 
raifed your expectations of this piece, I doubt 
you will be difappointed when it comes to your 
hands. In the mean while, however, you may 
indulge the agreeable perfuafion (and perhaps too 
without being difappointed) that it is a cempo- 


fition you will read with pleafure. 
I Greatly approve your defign of writing a poem 

upon the * Dacian war: for where could you 
have chofen a recent fubjcét fo full of uyvents, fo 


extenfive, 


^ Dacia comprehended part of the preient kingdom of 
klungary, together with part of Tranfilvania, Servia, Wala- 


chia 
*- 











Farewel. 


LECTER IV. Jo CANINIUS. 
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extenfive, or indeed fo capable of poetical ornament? 
a fubyeét which, while it has all the marvellous of fic- 
tion; has all cb 2 recommendation of truth, Y ou will 
fing of rivers :aught to flow in new channels ; of 
bridges " thrown over immeníe rivers ; of encamp- 


chia and Moldavia. 


Inents 


It was firít fubdued and added to the 


Roman empire by Trajan; in memory of whoíe victories over 
this nation, the famous pillar is fuppoíed to have been ereét- 
ed, called Zraja»s's pillar, which is {till to be {cen entire at 


Rome. 
aicend by 184 iteps, which wind round the infide. 


It is x28 Italian feet high, to the top of which you 
The out- 


fide is carved in baffo relievo with the reprefentation of the 


moit remarkable circumftances of this expedition. 
colonna 'Fraj.] 


[ Bartoli 
After the death of Trajan, his afhes were 


placed, as fome authors fay, in a golden ball on the top of 
this noble pillar: but Eutropius afhrms they were depofited 


under it. 
b It is probable Piiny here alludes to the famous bridge 


Kutrop: 1. 8. c. §. 


built by ‘Trajan over the river Danube, ir: the upper M cefia, 
that Zaff /Zigbr, as Sir William Tempie calls it, of ancient ar- 


cbiteé&l ure. 
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** It is ftiled by the ancients, the moft ftately fa- 
bric of that nature in the univerfe. It was all of {quare 
ftone, and contained zo archcs, each of them 120 feet 
above the foundation, and 60 feet in breath, all diftinct 
from each other 170 feet. It was built where the river was 
narrewelt, aud confequently where the ftream was ftrongeft 
and moft rapid; which renders the fabric {till more ftupen- 
dous, on'account of the almoft infurmountable difficulties_ 
they muft have met with in laving fo large a foundation. 
The architect employed upon this occation, was one Apol-. 
lodorus of Damaicus, who, it feems, left a defcription of 
this great work. We are told teat fom'e remains are ítill to 
be {feen of it near Z;evcria, in Lower Hungary.—Adrian 
fearitf9 the Sarbarians might make ute of it to invade the 
Roman t^z.ritcries, broke down the arches; but the piers 
were ítii1 ftandiag in Dion Caftius's time, that is, 120 years 
after, though they icrved only to fhew, lays the writer, 
the utmoft extent of human power. This ftupendous fa- 
brie was begui and emaed ia a mmer” Univ. Hilt, 


Vis De Xs 
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ments upon the dreadful precipices of craggy moun- 
rains ; and of a brave * prince who, t 10’ driven from 
his palace, preferved his courage ur.fubdued to the 
laft moment of his life. You will derbe too, the 
glorious victor's double triumph, one of which was 
the fi&t that was ever gained over that nation, 
«il shew invincible, as the other will be the laft. 
There is one difficulty however, and a very cenfi- 
derable one it is, where to find exprefrions equal 
to the fubject ; a difficulty which feems almoft in- 
fuperable even to your elevated genius, tho’ ca- 
pable of rifing to the moft fublime topics. Some 
difficulty too you will find in reconciling thofe bar- 

barous and uncouth names, efpecially that of the * 
king himfelf, to the harmony of Grecian numbers. 
There is nothing, however, fo hard that art and in- 
duítry cannot mitigate, at leaft, if not abfolutely 
fubdue. If Homer is allowed to contract or leng- 
then, or change even Grecian names, which are 
nothing harfh to the ear, in order to inalee them 
run more fimoothly in his verfe; why fhould the 
fame liberty be refuted to you, efpecially fince it is 
| neceility, 


Decebalus, king of the Dacians, who rather than fall 
into the hands of the conqueror, or live in,lepermtience, put 
an end to his own life. 

4 From hence Catanzus conjectures, upon ine credit of 
O-ofius, that the true name of the king was Zzusrpaneus, 
which was afterwards changed by the Greek and Latin 
writers, to Decebalus. 
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neceflity, and not affectation, that pleads for the in- 
dulgence ? Ccme on then, my friend, and after. 
having, as ptiücts are wont, invoked the gods, 
and amomz the reft, that divine hero , whofe 
mighty deeds and deep couníels you are geing 
to celebrate, loofen all your cordage, fpreaT every 
fail, and then, if ever, launch forth with the full 
flow of your unbounded genius : —- for you muíft 
allow me to be poetical, when I am talking to a 
poet. And now I infift that you fend me every 
part, as foon as it has received your laft finifhing 
touches; and even before, while it is only a rude 
fketch, and yet in embryo. You will tell me, that 
a detached portion cannot pleafe, like one entire 
piece, nor an unfinifhed fketch be as fatisfactory as a 
complete performance. I am very fenfible it can- 
not, and therefore fhall confide- it only as a work 
in its firt rudiments, as a feparate and disjoined 
member; and fhall faithfully lay it up in my ícru- 
tore, te wait your laft hand. Indulge me then 
with this very fingular inftance of your affection, 
and fuffer me to be privy to what you would 
choofe to conceal even from every body. In a 
word, though the more time and caution you take 
in communicating your work to the public the 
more, poíbbly, it may heighten my efteem and 

approbation 








Trajan, 
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approbation of the poet, yet the fooner and with 
the lefs fcruple you fend it to mr, the more j 
fhall love and applaud the friend. Farewel. |. 





LETTER V. To GEMINIUS. 





UR friend Macrinus has received a moft fe- 
vere wound: Hie has loft his wife! a lady 


whofe exemplary virtues would have rendered 
her an ornament even to better times. He lived 
with her thirty-nine years in the moft uninterrupt- 
ed harmony. How refpeétful was her behaviour 
to him! and how well did fhe herfelf deferve the 
higheft refpcét! In her character were united 
all thofe amiable virtues that adorn and diftin- 
guifh the different periods of female life! It 
íhould, furely, afford great confolation to Macri- 
nus, that he has thus long enjoyed fo exquifite 


a bleffing. But that reflection feems only fo 
much the more to imbitter his loís; as indeed — 


the pain of parting with our havpinefs, {ill rifes 
in proportion to the length of its continuance. 
A cannot therefore but be greatly anxious for fo 
valuable a friend, till this deep wound to his 
peace fhall be in a ftate to admit of proper 
applications. Time however, together with a 
fatiety of grief itfelf, will beft and inaced necef- 
{arily effect his cure. Farewel. 
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nate, not to appear deficient in point of graritude to 
Pallas! It goes on: That Pallas, to whom every man 
acknowledges bis obligations in tbe beft manner be is 
able, may receive the juft reward cf his fidelity and 
fingular Jervices. Would one not imagine that he 
had extended the bounds of the empise, or, at leaft, 
preferved the armies of the ftate ? But it proceeds = 
Since no occafion more agreeable could prefent itfelf to 
the fenate and tbe Roman people, of exercifi ing their 
liberality, than an opportunity of rewarding one who 


bad proved himfelf fo boneft and difi interefted a guar- 
dian of the emperor's finances.—Such was the glori- 








above defires of this kind, that tbe emperor fhould 


be fo “much the more ftrongly intreated to ufe hts 
authority with Pallas, to oblige him to comply with 





the inclination of the fenate Nothing more in- 
deed feemed wanting to complete this extrava- 
gant fcene, than that the imperial authority fhould 
interpoie ; fnat Pallas fhould be preffed to yield to 
the defjres of the fenate ; that Caeíaf himfelf fhould 


be called upon to atfift the houfe in oppofing this 
3 info- 
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infolent piece of felf-denial, left the numble Pallas 
fhould refuíe fifteen millions of fefterces! He re- 
fufed, neverthelefs, the offer the public made him 
of this immenfe fum; the only thing he ce4ald pof- 
fibly have done more arrogant than the accepting of 
it. Yet ever this the fenate applauded, and feem 
to lament in the following claufe. But whereas our 
excellent prince and father of his country bas, at the 
inftance of Pallas, expreffed bis defire to bave that 
part of tbe vote remitted which relates to the giving 
bin fifteen millions of fefterces out of the treafury 5 
the fenate declares, that it was with much willingne/s 
and great juftice they voted, among other honours, the 
feid intended fum to Pallas, upon account of bis fide- 
lity and vigilance: however, in compliance with 
the emperor’s inclination, which they think cannot 
without impiety be oppofed in any inftance, they 
obey it even in the prefent. Figure to yourfelf 
Pallas entering his proteft, as it were, againft the 
decree of the fenate ; moderating the honours which 
were offered him, and refufing, as fomething much 
more valuable, the fifteen millions, when at the 
fame time he accepted the Rrztorian ornaments, as 
a prefent of an inferior nature. Reprefent to your- 
felf Caefar yielding to the intreaties af kis freed- 
man in the face of the íenate, or rather indeed, 
obeying his commands; for in the prefent infance, 
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to iu£reat was to command! Think of the fenate de- 
claring in every claufe of this decree, that it was witi, 
ereat "villingnefs and juftice the houfe intended, 
among other honours, to prefent Pallas with this 
fum ; and that it would have infifted upon Ais ac- 
ceptance, but in compliance with the inclination of 
the emperor, which it was impious in any point to 
oppofe! Was it owing then only to the obfequioui- 
nefs of the fenate, and the modefty of Pallas, that he 
did not carry off fifteen millions out of the treafury ? 
And was it in this inftance, of all others, that they 
would have made an exception to their obedience, 
if they had thought it right to have done fo in any ? 
And now, after all this, you will imagine perhaps, 
that you are gotten to the end. Have patience how- 
ever, there 1s ftill fomething more remarkable be- 
hind: Aud whereas it is highly expedient, that he 
generous difpofition of the emperor to approve and 
reward merit, fhould be every where made known and 
celebrated, efpecially in fuch places where tbofe wko 
have the care and adminiftraticn of bis affairs, may be 
excited to an imitation; end whereas the approved 
fidelity and integrity of Pallas may ftimutate others ta 
emulate fo laudable an example—tTIt is therefore re- 
Solved, that the memorial which tbe emperor read to 
the, fenate on the 28th of January laf, together with 
the decree of the fenate thereupon, fhall be engraven 
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in tablets of brafs, and bung up near the martial fla- 
tue of © Julius Cæfar. twas not, it feems, fufffcient 
that the fenate alone fhould be witnvis to this com- 
plicaced difgrace; but the molt freque:ted place in 
all Rome was chofen, in order to difplay it to the 
then prefent and future times: it was decreed, that 
all the honours of a moft infolent flave, both thofe 
which he refufed, and thofe which (as much as inthe 
authors of the decree lay) he had borne, fhould be 
infcribed in brafs: the Prztorian diftinétions de- 
creed to Pallas were infcribed, like ancient treaties 
or facred laws, upon public and everlafting monu- 
ments of braís! fo great was their——I know not 
wtrat epithet to give it that the emperor chofe to 
difplay his weaknefs, the fenate their meannefs, and 
Pallas his infolence in the face of all the world ! The 
fenate was not afhamed to colour this turpitude with 
a fhew of reafon ; and a noble one, in truth, it 
was, even that others might be encouraged by the 
yewards conferred upon Pallas, to a laudable emula- 
tion of bis condué?! "Yhus contemptible were all 
honours rendered, even thofe which the noble 
Pallas did not difdain to accept! And yet there 


were found  perfons of rank and birth, fo 
humble as to defire and folicit thofe very honours 


whick they faw thus offered by flaves and con- 
G 2 ferred 





In the Forum. 
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ferred upon a freed-man. Happy for ine that I 
wai not» born in thofe days, which I cannot hclp 
blufh.ng for, as if I had actually lived ir then t 
and I doubt not, they raile the fame fentimients in 
you. I know the honett warmth of your t5:nper, 
and am periuaded, that if I fhould have been 
tranfported into a warmer ftrain of expreffion than 
rs fuitable, perhaps, to a private letter, you will 
think ! have fhewn rather too little, than too 
much indignation. Farewel. 


LETTER "VII. Pe acre us. 





F1EIN you fent me your treatifc, it uas 

V y not (as you were pleafed to fay yourfelf) as 
one matter, or difciple, would communicate his 
works to another, but with the condefcenfion of a 
preceptor to his fcholar ; for in that rclation I mutt 
confider myfelf in reipect to ycu. Accordingly you 
furarnon me to my ftudies, whilft I am a playing che 
truant and prolonging the Saturnalian * holy-days.— 


Teil me now, could I have made vou a more {tiff 





and aulward  compinnént, or given a {tronger 
proof, that Lam fo far from deicrving to be your 
jinílzuéctor, that I am not even worthy to be your 
pupil? tliowever, I will venture to aume the 
character you kave invcíle.l me with, and exert 


the 
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the authority you have given me over your book : 
And with fo much the more freedom, as I Mave 
nothing of my own to fend you, upon whic'i you 


may Take adequate revenge. Farewell. 


LEITER VII. To ROMANUS. 


[ AV E; you ever {feen the fource of the river 
* Clitumnus? As I never heard you men- 
tion it, I imagine not; let me therefore advife you 
to vilit i£ immediately. It 1s bur lately indeed 
Į had that pleafure, and I condemn myfelf for not 
aving viewed it fooner. At the foot of a little hill, 
covered with venerable and íhadv cyprefs trees, a 
fpring iffues, which gufhing in different and un- 
equal ftreams, forms itfelf, after feveral windings, 
into a {pacious bafon, fo extremely clear, that you 
may íce the pebbles, and the little pieces of money 
which are ^ thrown into it, as they lie at the bot- 


G 3 | tom. 





^ Now called Cé/itumno : it rifes a little below the village of 
Campello in Ombria. ‘The inhabitants near this river itill 
retain a notion, that its waters are attended with a fupernatu- 
ral property, imagining it nrakes the cattle white that drink 
of it: a quality for which it is likewife celebrated by many 
ct the Latin peets. See Addifon’s Travels. 

> The heads of confiderable rivers, hot fprings, large bodies 
of ftanding water, &c. were efteemed holy among the Ramans, 
aud cultivated with religious ceremonies. Magnorum fluminum 
(lays Seneca) capita reveremur 5. fubita t9 bx abdito vafti am- 


as "s eruptio Aras hbobet > coluntur ag utaris calentiz?n fontes, es 


jiagna 
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tom. From thence it is carried off not fo much 
by the deelivity of the ground, as by its own ras 
pidity and exuberance. . It is navigable almoft as 

_foon as it has quitted its fource, and wide enovfh to 
admit a free paffage for veffels to pafs each ether, 
as they fail with or againft the ftream. The cur- 
rent runs fo ftrong, tho’ the ground is level, that 
the large barges which go down the river have 
no occafion to make ufe of their oars; while thofe 
which afcend, find it difficult to advance, even with 
the affiftance of oars and poles: and this viciffitude 
of labour and eafe, is exceedingly amufing when - 
one fails up and down merely for pleafure. The 
banks on each fide are fhaded with great numbBers 
of verdant afh and poplar trees, as diftinétly 
reflected in the ftream, as if.they were actually 
 éxifting in it. The water is cold as Ínow, and as 
lucid too. Near it ftands an ancient and venerable 
temple, wherein is placed a ftatue reprefenting 
the tiver-god Clitumnus in his proper vefítrmnent ; 
and indeed the prophetic oracles here delivered, 
fufhciently teftify the immediate prefence of that 


divinity. 


























pagna quadam, wel opacitas, wel immenfa altitudo facravit. 
Ep. 41. Itwas cuftomary to throw little pieces of mdney into 
thofe fountains, lakes, &c. which had the reputation of being 
facred, as a mark of veneration for thofe places, and to render 
the prefiding deities propitious. Suetonius mentions this prac- 
tice, in the annual vows which he fays the Roman people 
made for the health of Augufus. Suet. in vit. Aug. 
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divinity. Several little chapels arc fcattered rounc , 
dedicated to particular gods diftinguifhed by d f- 
ferent names, and fome of them too prefiding cer 
different fountains. For, befides the priacipal 
fpring, which is, as it were, the parent of all 
the ref, there are feveral fmaller itreams, which, 
taking their rife from various fources, lofe them- 
felves in the river: over which a bridge is thrown, 
that feparates the facred part from that which lies 
open to common ufe. Veffels are allowed to come 
above this bridge, but no perfon is permitted to 
iwi, * except below if. “Ihe * Eldpellátes, to 
whom Auguftus gave this place, furnifh a public 
bath,.and likewife entertain all ftrangers, at their 
Own expence. Several villas, attracted by the 
beauty of this river, are fituated upon its borders. 
In fhort, every furrounding object will afford you 
entertainment. You may alío amufe yourfelf with 
numberlefs infcriptions, fixed upon the pillars and 
walls by different perfons, celebrating the virtues- 
of the fountain, and the divinity who prefides over 
it. “There are many of them you will greatly ad- 
mire, as there are fome that will make you laugh ; 
but I muft correct myfelf when I fay fo; you are 


G 4 too 





¢ ‘Tne touch of a naked body was thought to pollute thefe 
confecrated waters, as appears from apaffage in Tacitus, l. 14. 
Ann.c. 22. 


4 Inhabitants of a town in Ombria, now caMed Spel]o. 
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too humane, I know, to laugh upon fuch an oc- 
cafion. . Farewel. 


GEILER IX. Yo Ursus. 





T is long fince I have taken either a book, or a 

pen in my hand; fince I have known the fweets 
of leifure and repofe; fince I have known, in fhort, 
that indolent, but agreeable fatisfaction of doing 
nothing, and being nothing : fo much have the af- 
fairs of my friends engaged me, and prevented me 
from enjoying the pleafures of retirement and con- 
templation. There is no fort of philofophical ttu- 
dies, however, of fufficient importance to fuperfede 
the offices of friendfhip; for, they are offices, which 
philofophy herfelf teaches us moft religioufly to 
practife. Farewel. 








LETTER X. To FABATUS* 





OUR concern to heas of my wife's mif- 

carriage, wil be equal, I know, to the 
earneft dere you have that we fhould make you a 
preat-ofand-father. The inexperience of her youth 
rendered her ignorant that fhe was breeding; fo 
that 








His wife's grar.dfather. 





but managed heríelf in a way extremely unfuita- 
ble to a períon in her circumftances. But fhe has 
feverely atoned for her miftake, by the utmoft 
hazard of her life. Iho you certainly will 
be afflicted to fee yourfelf thus difappointed in 
your old age, of the immediate hopes of leaving 
a family behind you ; yet it deferves 
gratitude to the Gods, that in the prefervation 
of your grand-daughter, you have ítill reafon to 
expect that blefhing: an expectation fo much 
the more aílured, as fhe has given this proof, 
tho' an unhappy one indeed, for her being capa- 
ble of bearing children.. ‘Thefe at leaft, are the re- 
flections by which I endeavour to confirm my own 
hopes, and confole myfelf under my prefent dif- 
appointment. ‘You cannot more ardently defire to 
have great-grand-children, than I to have children ; 
as the dignity of both our families feems to open 
to them a fure road to honours, and they wilk inhe- 
rit the glory of defcending from a long race of 
anceftors, whofe fame is as extenfive as their no- 


bility is ancient. May we but have the pleafure of 


feeing them born, it will make us amends for the 
prefent mortification! Farewel. 











LET. 
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LET TER XI. Yo FHlisPuUuLLA«. 


HEN I confider that you love your niece 

even more fondly than if fhe were your 
own daughter, I ought in the firft place to inform 
you of her recovery, before I tell you fhe has 
beeg ill; that the fentiments of joy at the one, 
may leave you no leifure to be afHicted at the 
other, Tho’ I fear indeed, after your firft tranf- 


ports of gratulation are over, you will feel fome 
concern, and in the midft of your joy for the dan- 


ger fhe has efcaped, will tremble at the thought 
of that which fhe has undergone. She is now, 
however, in good fpirits, and again reftored to her- 
ielf and to me; and is recovering her ftrength and 


health, as faft as fhe loft them. ‘To fay the truth, 











utmoft danger; not indeed from any fault of her 


own, but a little from the inexperience of her youth. 
To this muft be imputed the caufe of her mifcar- 


riage, and the fad experience fhe has had of the 
confequence of not knowing fhe was breeding. | 


But tho’ this misfortune has deprived yout at 
prefentsot a fiephew, or a niece, to confole you for 


the lofs of your brother; you fhould remember that 
it 








His wife’s aunt. 
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it is a bleffing which feems rather to be defe red 
than denied, fince þer life is preferved from whom 
that happinefs is to be expected. I intreat you 
then to reprefent this accident to your * father in 
the: noft favourable l:»ht; as your fex are the beft 
advocates in cafes of this kind. Farewel. 


LETTER XII. Yo MiNvTIANUS, 


Beg you to excufe me this one day : Titi- 
nius Capito is to recite a performance of his, 
and I know not whether it is moft my inclination, 
or my duty to attend him. He is a man of a moft 
amiable difpofition, and juftly to be numbered 
among the brignteft ornaments of our age. 
He diligently cultivates the polite arts himfelf, and 
generoufly admires and encourages them in others ; 
to many of whom he is the protector, the refuge and 
the liberal patron; as he is to all of them a bright 
and exemplary model. Ina word, he 1s the reftorer 
and reformer of literature, now alas! well nigh 
faking into total neglect and decay. His houfe 
is open to every man of genius who has any works 
to rehearfe ; and it is not there alone- that he 
attends thef  affemblies with the moft obliging 
good- 





2 Fabatus, grandfather to Calphurnia, Pliny's wife. 
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d-nature. I am fure at leaft he never once ex- 
cufed himfelf from mine, if he happened to be ac 
Rome. I fhould therefore with a more than ordi- 
nary ill grace refufe to return him the fame favour, 
cípecially upon fo honourable an occafion. Should 
not I think myfelf obliged to a man, who, if I were 
engaged in any law-fuit, generoufly attendéd the 
caufe in which I was interefted ? And am I lefs in- 
debted, now that my whole care and bufinefs is of 
the literary kind, for his affiduity 1n my concerns 
of this fort; which, if not the only, is however 
the principal initance wherein I can be obliged ? 
But tho’ I owed him no return of this nature; tho’ J 
were not engaged to him by the reciprocal tie of the 
fame good offices he has done me; yet not only 
the powers of his extenfive genius, as elegantly 
polifhed as it is feverely correct, but the dignity of 
his fubject, would ftrongly incite me to be of his 
audience. He has written an account of the deaths 
of feyeral illuftrious perfons, fome of whom were 
my particular friends. It is a pious office then, it 
fhould feem as I could not be prefent at their ob- 
fequies, to attend, at leaft, ‘this (as I may call | 
it) their funeral oration; which tho’ a late,* is 
however ‚fôr that very reafon, a more unfufpected 


tribute to their memories.  Farewcl. 











LET- 
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LETTER XIII. Zo GENIALIs. 


Much approve of your having read my ora- 

tions with your father. It is highly for your 
advantage to learn from a man of his eloquence, 
what to admire in compofitions of this kind, and 
what to condemn ; as you will at the fame time be 
trained up in an habitual cuftom of fpeaking your 
real fentiments. You fee whofe fteps 1t is you ought 
to follow; and happy are you in having a living 
example before you, which is at once the neareft 
and.the nobleft model you can purfue! In a word, 
that he whom nature defigned you fhould moft 
refemble, is, of all others, the perfon whom you 


ihould moft endeavour to imitate. Farewel. 





LETTER XIV. To ARISTO. 


S you are no lefs acquainted with the public 

law of your country, (which includes the 
cuftoms and ufages of the fenate) than with the ci- 
v l, I am particularl, defirous to have your opini- 
on, whether I was miftaken in an affair which late- 
ly came before the houfe. This I requeft, not with a 
view of being directed in my judgment as to what is 
paffed, (for that is now too late) but ih order to know 
how 
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how to conduct myfelf, if any cafe of the fame na- 
ture fhould hereafter happen to arife. You will afk, 


perhaps, why I apply to you for information con- 





cerning a point, wherein I ought to be wel in- 
ftructed ? But the tyranny of * former reigns, gs it 
introduced a negleét and ignorance of all other 
parts of ufeful knowledge, fo particularly of what 
relates to the cuftoms of the fenate; for who is 
there fo idly induftrious as to endeavour to learn, 
what he never can have an opportunity of putting 
in practice ? Befides, it is not very eafy to retain 
even the knowledge one has acquired, where no 
occafion of exercifing it occurs. Hlenee it was, 
that Liberty, at her " return, found us totally igno- 








rant and inexperienced in-what relates to her 
intereít ; and thus, in our eagernefs to tafte her 
fweets, we are fometimes hurried on to action, 
ere we are well informed in what manner it is 
proper we fhould act. But it was wifely provided 
by the inftitution of our anceftors, that the young 
men fhould learn from the old, not only by 
precept, but by their own obfervation, how to 
‘behave in that fphere, wherein they were one 
day themfelves to move; as thefe, in their turn, 
tranfmisted the fame mode . of inítruction to 
their children. Upon this. principt> it was that 
the 
2 Thofe of Nero and Domitian. 
b When-Nerva and Trajan received the empire. 
10 
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the youth were fent early into the army, that by 
being taught to obey, they might learn to com- 
mand, and whilft they followed others, might 
be trained up by degrees to be leaders themfelves. 
And thus, when they were candidates for any of- 
fice, they were obliged to ftand at the entrance of 
the fenate, that they might be {fpeéctators, before 
they were admitted parties in the public council 
of the empire. ‘The father of each youth was his 
inftruétor upon thefe occafions, or if he had none, 
fome perfon of years and dignity fupplied the 
place of a father. Accordingly they were taught by 
that;{ureft method of difcipline, Example, how far 
the right of propofing any law to the fenate extend- > 
ed; what privileges a fenator had in delivering his 
opinion in the houfe; the power of the magiftrates in 
that affembly, and the rights of the reft of the 
members ; where it 1s proper to yield, and where to 
infift; when and how long to fpeak, and when 
to be filent ; how to diftinguifh and feparate com- 
plicated and inconfiftent propofitions *, and how to 
improve upon another member's motion : in a word, 
they learnt by this means, whatever relates to the 


conduct 








. If any oginion propofed to the Senate, was thought too 
general, and ®o include feveral diftinét articles, fome of which 
might be approved, and others rejected, it was ufual to require 
that it might be divided : and this they fometimes did by a 


eneral voice of the aílembly, crying out divide, divide, 
Mijddlet. lreat. on the Roman Senate; 157. 
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conduct of a fenator in the houfe. As for myfelf, it 
is true, I ferved in the army when I was a youth ;_ 
but it wds at a time when courage was fufpected,: 
and want of fpirit honoured; when generals vere 
without authority, and foldiers without rmodefty ; 
when there were neither difcipline nor obedience in 
the camp, but all was riot, diforder and confufion ; 
in fhort, when it was happier to forget, than 
remember what one learnt. I attended likewife 
in my youth the fenate, but a fenate that was mute 
and difpirited ; where it was dangerous to fpeak 
one's fentiments, and infamous to be filent. What 
fatisfaction in learning, or indeed what could be 
learnt, when the fenate fate in the utrnóit indorence, 
or acted with the higheft infamy! when they 
were convened either for cruel or ridiculous pur- 
pofes*; and when their delib@rations were never 











ferious | 


e The fourth fatire of Juvenal will ferve as a comment 
upon this paílage, where he acquaints us that a turbot of a 
moít erformous fize being prefented to Domitian, he imme- 
diately convened the fenate, in order to confult in what 
manner it fhould be dreffed. ‘The poet mentions the names 
of the perfons who fpoke in this remarkable debate, together 


with their feveral opinions upon a qyueftion fo important, con 
cluding his fatire with this pathetic with : 


| "tque wstinagn bis potius nugis tota illa dediffet 
T empora fevitie, claras quibus abftulit urbi 
ANuftre/que animas impune ! Qat. 4. 


Aht as this day, that he had {pent the ren, 
And his dire rejgn had only been a jeft! . 
Nor Romé her poblet blood had tamely íeea 
Flow unrcveng'd !—— 
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Íerious, tho’ often fad. But I was not only a wit- 
nefs to this fcene of wretchednefs, as a fpectator ; 
I bore my fhare of it too as a fenator, and both 
faw and fuffered under it for many years; which 
fo broke and damped my fpirits, that they have 
not even yet been able fully to recover them- 
felves. Itis but within a fhort time (and it feems 
{o much the fhorter in proportion to its happinefs) 
fince we could take any pleafure in knowing what 
relates to, or in exercifing the duties of, our fta- 
tion. Upon thefe confiderations therefore, I may 
reafonably entreat you, in the firft place to par- 
don my; «yor, (if I have been guilty of one) and 
in the next, to lead me out of it by your fupe- 
rior knowledge: for I am fenfible you have ever 
been diligent to inquire into the conítitution of 
cur country, both with refpect to its public and 
private, its ancient and modern, its general and 
particular laws. I am perfuaded indeed the point 
upon which I am going to confult you, is fo 
fingular, that even thofe whofe great experience in 
public bufinefs, muft have made them, one fhould 
fubpofe, acquainted with every thing of this nature, 


were.either doubtful or abiolutely ignorant in what 
manner to proceed. I {hall be mort excufable, 


therefére, if I happen to have been miítaken ; as you 
wil gain fe much the higher. praife, if you can 
VoL. I}. H fet 
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fet me right in an affair, which it is not clear has 
ever yet fallen within your obfervation. The en- 
quiry then before the houfe was, concerning the 
death of Afranius Dexter, who being found inur- 
dered, it was uncertain whether he fell by his own 
hands, or by thofe of his freedmen; and if the 
latter, whether they committed the fact in ^ obe- 
dience to the commands of Afranius, or were 
prompted to it by their own villainy. After they 
had been put to the torture, a certain fenator (it 
is of no importance to mention his name, but if you 
are defirous to know, it was myfelf) was for acquit- 
ting them ; another propofed that they incid be 
banifhed for a limited time 5 and a third that they 
fhould be put to death. Thefe feveral opinions 
were fo extremely oppofite, that it was impoffible 
either of them could ítand with the other, and. 
therefore in taking the voices, I thought they 
ought to be numbered feparately. For what 1s there 
in common between the fentiments of thofe who 
thought the accufed deferved banifhment, and 
thofe who were of opinion they merited death ? 
certainly nothing more, than between thofe wha 

















^ oted 


5 Thofe who deftroyed themfelves, fre«q :ently ma« e ufe of 
the hands of their fervants for that purp. >. Thus Brutus 
and Caffius, after the Toís of that fatal battle «which decided 
the liberties ef Ro' ne, ran each of them upon «he fwords of 
their attendants. Florus; l. 4. c. 7. 
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voted for banithment, and the others who were for 
agquitting the prifoners. ‘Tho’ indeed he who was 
for difcharging them, approached nearer to the 
fentiments of him who propofed exile, than the 
other wno moved that they fhould fuffer death: 
for both the former agreed at leaft in this, that 
their lives fhoull be fpared, whereas the latter 
were for a capital conviction. In the mean whde, 
thofe fenators who were for punifhing with death, 
and thofe who propofed banifhment, fate together 
on the fame fide of the houfe : and thus by a pre- 
fent appearance of union, covered their real dif- 
agreement. I moved therefore, that each of the 
three opinions fhould be feparately voted, and 
that two of them fhould not, under favour of a fhort 
truce between thegefelves, Join againft the third. 
oP infifted that fuch of the members who were for 
capital punifhment fhould divide from the others 
who voted for banifhment; and that thefe two 
diftinct parties fhould not be permitted to °form 
themfelves into a body, in oppofition to thofe 
who declared for acquittal, when they would imme- 
“sately after difunite again : for it was not material 
thatothey agreed in difliking one of the propofals, 
fince hey differed with refpect to the other ewo. It 
feemed very e-vraordinary, that he who moved that 
the freedmer Thould be banifhed? and the flaves fuffer 

FI 2 dcath, 
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death, fhould not be allowed to join thefe two mo- 
tions in one, but that the queftion fhould be ordered | 


to be put to the houfe in the disjunctive ; and yet 


that the votes of thofe who were for inflicting capi- 
tal punifhment upon the freedmen, fhould be taken 
together with thofe who were for banifhing them. 

For if in the former inftance, it was reafonable 
thao the motion fhould be divided, becaufe it 
comprehended two diftinct propofitions ; I could 
not fee why in the latter cafe, fuffrages fo extremely 
different fhould be thrown into the fame {fcale- 
Permit me then, notwithftanding the point is 
determined, to go over it again as ‘i i:, were 
till undecided, and to lay before you thofe rea- 
fons at my eafe, which I offered to the houfe in 
the midít of much interruption, and clamor. Let 


us fuppofe there had been only three judges ap- 
pointed to hear this caufe, one of which was 


of opinion that the parties in queftion deferved 
deaths; the other that they fhould only be ba- 
nifhed ; and the third that they ought to be ac- 
guitted: fhould the two former unite their weight 
to overpower the latter, or fhould each be 
feparately balanced: For: the firt and {e eng 
are no more compatible than the {fecond . and 
third. They ought therefore to ^e counred in 


the fenate as contrary opinions, finu they were 
delivered 
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delivered as different ones. Suppofe the fame 
perfon had moved, that they fhould both have 
been banifhed and put to death; could they poffibly, 
in purfuance of this opinion, have fuffered both 
pumíhments, Or could it have been efteemed 
as one confiftent motion, when it united two 
fuch different decifions? Why then fhould the 
fame opinion, when delivered by diftinét perfens, 
be confidered as one and entire, which would 
not be deemed fo if propofed by a fingle man? 
Does not the law manifeftly imply, that a dif- 
tinction is to be made between thofe who are 
for a capiial conviction, and thofe who are for 
banifhment in the very form of words made ufe 
of when the houfe is ordered to divide? You 
who are of fucb aw opinion, come to this fides you 
who are of any other, go over to tbe fide of bim 
whofe opinion you follow. Tet us examine this 
form, and weigh every fentence: You who are of 
tits opinion: that is, for inftance, you who are for 
banifhment, come on this fide; namely, on the 
fide of him who moved for banifhment. From 
mcence it is clear he cannot remain on the fide of 
tho: who are for death. You who. arg for any 
other obferve, the law is not contentetl with 


barely faying ~ another, but it adds any. Now 
H 3 can 
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can there be a doubt, whether they who declare 
for a capital conviction are of amy other opiniss, 
than thofe who propofe exile! Go over to tme fide 
ef bim whofe opinion you follow: does not the 
law feem, as it were, to force thoíe, who are cf 
different fentiments to contrary fides ? Does not 
the Conful himfelf point out, not only by this fo- 
lenzn form of words, but by his hand and gefture, 
the place in which every man is to remain, or to 
which he ts to go over? ** But, it is objected, if 
* this feparation is made between thofe who vote 
* for mflicting death, and thofe who are on the 
«*« fide of exile, the opinion for acquitting the 
< prifoners muft neceflarily prevail." But how 
does that affect the parties who vote? Certainly 
it becomes not them to contend by every art, 
and urge every expedient, that the milder fentence : 
may not take place. “s Still, fay they, thofe who 
<< are for condemning the accufed either capitally 
* or to banifhment, fhould firft.be fet in oppofi< 
** tion to thofe who are for abfolving them, and af- 
< terwards weighed againft each other." ‘Thus 
as in certain public games, fome are by lot to.er 
gage with the. conqueror ; fo, it feems, in the" fc- 
nate there is a firft and fecond combat, and a two 
different fentiments, the prevailing ne has ftilla 
third to contend with. What? when aay particu- 
Jar 
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lar opinion is received, do not all the reft fall of- 
courfe ? Is it reafonable then, that one.fhould be 
throwir into the fcale merely to weigh down an- 
other ? To exprefs my meaning more plainly: 
‘un‘efs the two parties, who are for capital punifh- 
ment and exile, immediately feparate upon the 
firít divifion of the houfe, it would be to no pur- 
pofe afterwards to diffent from thofe with wkom 
they joined before.— But I am dictating inftead of 
receiving inftruction. —Tell me then whether you 
think thefe votes fhould have been taken fepa- 
rately ? My fentiments, 'tis true, prevailed; ne- 
verthelefs°I am defirous to know whether you 
think I ought to have infifted upon this point, or 
have yielded as that member did who declared for 
capital punifhmens? For convinced, I will not 
fay of the legality, but at leaft of the equity of my 
propofal, he receded from his own opinion, and 
went over to the party for exile; fearing perhaps, 
if the votes were taken feparately (which he faw 
would be the cafe) the freedmen would be acquit- 
ted: For the numbers were far greater on that 
fide than on either of the other two, feparately 
coemted. “The confequence was, that thofe who 
had been influenced by his authority, when they faw 
themíelves forfaken by his going over to the other 
party, gav2 up a motion which they found aban- 
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doned by the firft propofer, and deferted, if I may fo 
exprefs it, with their leader. Thus the three opinie se 
were refolved at length into two ; and of thoic two, 
one prevailed, and the other was rejected ; while the 
third, as it was not powerful enough to conqua- 
both the others, had only to choofe to which of 
the two it would yield. Farewel. 








LETTER XV. Zo Junior. 


FEAR I have over-loaded you by fend- 


ing fo many volumes at once; but if I have, 
remember it was your own requeft. * Befides, as 
you wrote me word you were likely to reap but 
little from the fruits of your vineyards, I imagined 
you would be at leifure to re4¢ (as we fay) the 
fruits of learning. I have received the fame bad 
accounts of my own farms ; and am therefore at lei- 
fure to write books for you, provided I can but 
raife móney enough to furnifh me with good paper. - 
For fhould I be reduced to the coaríe and fpongy 
fort, either I muft not write at all, or whatever I 
compofe, whether good or bad, muft neceffar+l 


undergo one cruel blot! Farewel. 
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3.15; I IER XVI. To PaATERNUS. 


HE ficknefs which has lately run thro’ my 
| family,- and carried off feveral of my do- 
mefítios, fome of them tco in the prime of their 
years, has deeply afHicted me. I have two confío- 
lations, however, which tho' they are not adequate 
to fo confiderable a lofs, ítill they are confolations. 
One is, that as I have always very readily manu- 
mized my flaves, their death does not feem alto- 
gether immature, if they lived long enough to re- 
ceive their freedom : the other, that I have allowed 
them to make a kind of will, * which I obferve as 
religioufly as if they were legally entitled to that 
privilege. I receive and obey their laft requefts, 
as ío many abfolute commands, fuffering them to 
difpofe of their effects to whom they pleafe; with 
this fingle reftriction, that they leave them to fome 
in my family: which to perfons in their ftation 
is to be confidered as a fort of commonwealth. 
But tho’ I endeavour to acquiefce under thefe re- 
ficetions, yet the fame tendernefs which led me to 
fhew them thefe indulgences, {till breaks out and 
renders me too-fenfibly affected by their deaths. 


However, 








* A flav- ‘could acquire no property; and confequently 
Was *mevpable by law of making a will. 
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However, I would not wifh to be incapable of 
thefe foft impreMions of humanity: tho’ the. ge- 
nerality of the world, I know, look ursn lofles 
of this kind in no other view, than as a dimunition 
of their property, and fancy by cherifhing fuer 
an unfeeling temper, they difcower fuperior for- 
titude and philofophy. ‘Their fortitude and phi- 
lofophy, I will not difpute, but humane, I am furc 
they are not; for itis the very criterion of true 
manhood to feel thofe imprefMfions of forrow, which 
it endeavours to refift ; and to admit, not to be 
above the want of, confolation. But perhaps I have 
detained you too long upon this fubdje¢ét,—tho’ not 
fo long as I would. ‘There is a certain pleafure in 
giving vent to one's grief; efpecially when we 
pour out our forrow in the bo&»m of a friend, who 
will approve, or, at leaít, pardon our tears. ° Fare- 
wel. 














LE T- 


* There is fomething fo uncommonly ai.:able in this 
Family Piece, that the reader cannot be difpleated with being 
ftopped a moment to take a fecond view of it. If nothing re- 
mained of Pliny, but this fingle Z rat of his character, we mighe 
neverthelefs afluredly pronounce nf him, that he was eng led - 
by every focial virtue: for as it is certain tne greateft iainds 
have ever been moft open to imprefhions of the humans.'.ind ; 
fo every moral virtue neceflarily flows from benevolence, as 
from its true and genuine fource. Itis impoilible a man who has 
a juft feeling of the calamities of others, can datiberately break 
thro’ the moral ties.of any kind; becaufe it is ertain he can- 
not do fo, without being the occafion of fuffer ng to thofe 
who kand withi-*the influence of the particular aw an. This 
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LEITER XVIL Zo MACRINUS. 


S the feafon with you as rude and boifterous 
1 as it is with us? All here is tempeft and inun- 
d-tion. “The Tiber has {welled its channel, and 
overflowed its banks far and wide. Tho’ the wife 
precaution cf the emperor had guarded againft this 
evil, by cutting feveral outlets to the river: 
it has neverthelefs flooded 2ll the fields and valleys, 
and entirely overfpread the whole face of the flat 
country.  Itíecins to have gone out to mest thofe 
rivers which it ufed to receive and carry off in one 


united 





principle alfo will ever afford the moft unerring teft of pa- 
triotifin, or the public affections ; for the cruel and unrelent- 
ing in private and dowm:eftic life, can never act upon the true 
motion of liberty, in the more enlarged relations of public 
concerns. With great juftice therefore our author makes 
this generous principle the evidence of real manhood ; as 
Juvenal deícribes a tenderneís of difpofition to be the prin- 
cipal note of diftinétion, which nature has marked out be- 
tween the rational and brute creation: 





-— LAclliffima corda 
fdumano generi dare fe matura fatetur, 
Que lachrymas dedit. Hc uofir: pars optima fenfus. 
Quis enim b6onus,— 
Ulla aliena fibi credat mala ? Jfeparaz boc 


Nos a grege "autorum ————— Satyr. 15. 138. 





Heaven gave the tear humane, a fign confeft, 
Soft pity ¢iwells within the morta! breaft ; 
‘That nesleft pafon aobleft bofoms know ! 
Turn a ever virtue froin another's woe? 
“Tis. nan’s great privilege, the gioriove line 

i nat marks from brute, the human fou: divine. 
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united ftream ; and has driven them back to de- 
luce thofe countries, it could not itfelf reach. 
‘That moft delightful of rivers, the ” Ania which 
feems invited and detained in its courfe by the 
charming villas that are fituated upon its baaks, 
has almoft entirely rooted up and carried away the 
woods which {haded its borders. It has over- 
thrown whole mountains, and in endeavouring to 
find a paffage thro’ the ruins that obftructed its 
way, has forced down houfes, and rifes over the de- 
folation it has occafioned. ‘The inhabitants of the 
hill countries, who are fituated above the reach of 
this inundation, have been the melancholy fpecta- 
tors of its dreadful effects, having feen coftly fur- 
niture, inftruments of hufbandry, ploughs, and 
oxen with their drivers, whole herds of cattle, 








together with the trunks of trees, and beams of | 


the neighbouring villas, floating about in different 
parts. 


b Now called the TZ ewverone, which falls into the Tiber about 
three miles from Rome. ‘Fhe eloquent Balzac, fpeaking of a 
little river, has a thought which is celebrated by Bohours: * 
Cette belle eau (fays he) aime tellement ce pais, qu'elle fe divife 
en mille branches, ES fait une infinité d’ifles C9 de tours, a fin te 
s'y amwfer davantage. But he is indebted to Pliny for all-tne 
merit of it, as it is plainly a copy from this paflage: an op ʻer- 
vation by no means intended as a reflection upon the French 
writer, who has too many original beauties of his own to fuffer 
from a difcovery of thoíe which are not: it is defigned only 
to fhew, that the mof celebrated author in the e»iftolary way 
among the moderns, found advantage in converfing x/ith Pliny, 








Did. fur la man. de sien pení- p. 137. 
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parts. Nor indeed have thefe more elevated places 
themíelves, to which the waters could not rife, ef-. 
capea the calamity. A continued heavy rain, as 
deftructivé as the river itfelf, poured down in tor- 
rents upon them, and has deftroyed all the enclo- 
fure . ^" nich marked that fertile country. It has da- 
maged likewife, and even overturned fome of the 
public buildings, where numbers have been mife- 
rably buried in the ruins. And thus thofe peopte, 
befides the lofs of their effects, have fuffered the 
additional misfortune of lamenting their friends. 
i am extremely uneafy left this extenfive ruin 
fhould have fpread to you: I beg therefore, if it 
have not, you will immediately eafe me of my fears. 
And indeed I defire you would inform me tho’ it 
fhould ; for the difference is not great between 
fearing a danger, and feeling it; except that the 
evil one feels has fome bounds, whereas one’s ap- 
prehenfions have nc:ie. For we can fuffer na more 
than what actually bas happened, but we fe r all 


that pofibly may have happened. Farewel. 
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ELE 1i" EX XVIII. Zo RvriNvus. 


¥ T is a miftaken maxim too generally zuvansed, 

that a man’s will is a kind of mirror wherein 
one may clearly difcern his genuine character. We 
have a late inftance to the contrary in Doamuitius 
Tullus, who appears a much better man {ince his 
death, than during his life. After having artfully 
encouraged the expectations of thofe who paid 
court to him, with a view to being his heir, he has 
left his eitate to his niece whom he adopted. He 
has given likewife feveral very confiderable le- 








&acics among his grand-children, and alfo to his 
creat-grand-fon. Im a word, he has fhewn him- 
felf a kind relation throughout his whole will; 
which is fo much the more to be admired, as, 
it was not expected. ‘This affair has been much 
the fubj;ect of converíation: fome reprefent him as 
guili df the bafeít falfhood and ingratitude; and 
while they thus complain as if they were actually: 
his difinherited kindred, their invectives betray the 
mean motives of the attentons they paid him: 
others, on the contrary, applaud him extremely fr 
having difappointed the hopes of this infamous 
tribe of “men, whom, confidering the mannefs of 
the age, it is but prudence to deceive. , They add, 
that 





see Vol. I. p. 21g. note 2. 
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that he was not at liberty to make any other will, 
and that he cannot fo properly be faid to have left, 
as retur-ed, his eftate to his adopted daughter, fince 
it was by her means he became poffeffed of it. For, 
Turtilius Mancia, whofe daughter Domitius Luca- 
nus, brother to this Tullus, married, having taken a 
diflike to his fon-in-law, devifed his efiate to this 
young lady, (who was the iffue of that marriage) 
upon condition that Lucanus her father would * 
emancipate her. He accordingly did fo, but fhe 
being after:svards adopted by Tullus her uncle, 
the defign of Mancia’s will was entirely fruitrated. 
For, thefe two brothers having never divided their 
patrimony, but living together as joint-tenants of 
one common eftate, the daughter of Lucanus, 
notwithftanding the act of emancipation, returned 
back again, together with her fortune, under 





the 


a That is, would make her free ; for (as has been ablerved 
in the notes above) the power of a father over ius chiidren, 
was unlimited amongit the Romans. It extended not only 
to their fortunes, but their lives, and was even greater than 
what the laws allowed over their {laves ; for ifa maíter fold 
his flave, who afterwardseobtained his freedom, the former 
owner had no farther claim ; whereas, in the cafe of a fon, 
th father’s right was not abfolutely extinguifhed by felling 
him. but if the fon obtained his freedom, .he meain came 
undér,his dominion. And this authority could not obe wholly 
difannulled till the fon had been thrice fold, and as often 
recovered his liberty, and then it entirely ceafed. ‘The law 
vefted the fume power likewife as fully in the ‘adoptive 
father, as in the natural. Juftinian obferves this authority 
was peculiar to the Romans, and allowed by no other na- 
tion whatfoever. init. i. 1. : 


M 
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the dominion of her father, by means of this 
fraudulent adoption. It feems indeed, to have 
been the fate of thefe two brothers, to be enriched 
by thofe who had the greateft averfion to them. 
For Domitius Afer, by whom they were adopted 

teft a will in their favour, which he had made 


eighteen years before his death ; tho’ it was plain 

















of Afer, and the good fortune of the other 
two; as it was very extraordinary on one hand, 
that Domitius fhould endeavour to profcribe the 





man whofe children he had adopted, and on the 
other, that thefe brothers fhould find a parent 
in the very perfon that ruined their father. But 
it was juft in Tullus, after having been appointed 
fole heir by his brother, in prejudice to his own 
daughter, to reflore to her this eftate which came 


to him from Afer, as well as to bequeath to her 
all the fortune which he poffeffed in common with his 


brother. His will therefore deferves the higheft 
commendation, as it is the dictates of nature, jufti4e, 
and honour; having thereby returned his obl':ga- 
tions to his feveral relations, according to their re- 
fpective good offices towards him. He has made a 


juft acknowledgment likewife to his wife, hav- 
ing 
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ing bequeathed to that excellent woman, who pa- 
tiently endured much upon his account, feveral 
delixhtfur villas, befides a large fum of money. 
Indeed, fhe deferved fo much the more at his 
hands, as fhe was greatly cenfured for her mar- 
riage ith him. It was thought unworthy a per- 
fon of her rank and merit, after having had a for- 
mer hufband by whom fhe had iffue, to marry, in 
the decline of her life, an old man, merely for his 
riches, and who was fo fickly and infirm, that even 
had he paffed the beft years of his youth and health 
with her, fhe might well have been weary of him. 
He had fo entirely loft the ufe of all his limbs, that 
he could not move himfelf in bed without affift- 
ance; and the only enjoyment he had of his riches, 
was to contemplate tfem. He was even reduced 
to the wretched neceffity (and one cannot mention it 
without difzuft as well as pity) of having his teeth 
wafhed and cleanfed by others: in allufion to which 
he ufed frequently to fay, when he was complain- 
ing of the indecencies which í:is infirmities obliged 








him to fuffer, that he was every day forced to lick 
ehis-fetvant’s fingers. Grill, however, he lived on, 
and was willing to accept of life upon thefe mi- 
ferable terms: and that he lived fo long was 
particularly owing to the care of his wife, who, 


whatever reputation fhe might lofe at firft by 
I 
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her marriage, acquired great honour by her con- 
duct towards him during its continuance. 

Thus I have given you all the news of the ta wn, 
where nothing is talked of but Tullus. It is ex- 
pected his curiofities will fhortly be fold by auc- 
tion. Hie had fuch an abundant collection ef an- 
tient ftatues, that he actually filled a large garden 
with them, the very fame day he purchafed it; not 
to mention numberlefs others which ftood neglected 
in a lumber-room. 

Now, if you have any thing worth communi- 
cating in return, I hope you will not refufe the 
trouble of giving me the intelligence : not only as 
we are all of us naturally fond, you know, of news, 
but becauíe interefting anecdotes afford examples 
which may be of ufe to our own conduct. Farewcl 


LETTER XIX. Zo Maximus. 


Y ftudies prove both an entertainment and 

coníolation to me; and as there is no 
pleafure I prefer to them, ‘fo there is no uneafinefs 
they do not alleviate. In this feafon therefore- 
of dejecion, occafioned by the indifpofition of my 
wife, the dangerous ficknefs of fome of my fervants, 
and the death of others, I have recourfe to my 
books, as to tlre fovereign confolers of my forrows. 
It is true, indecd, they teach me a greater fenfibi- 
lity to misfortunes, but they teach me too how to 
bear 
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IIs 
bear them with more patience. It is an eftabiifhed 
rule with me, before I publifh any of my pro- 
ductions, to confult the judgment of my friends, 
and efpecially yours. I requeft you, therefore, to 
examine with particular care the performance I 
here fend you, as I am afraid, the difquietude of 
my mind may have prevented me from giving it 
the attention I ought. For though I could com- 
mand my grief fo far as to fit down to write, I was 
not fufficiently mafter of my heart to do fo with 
eafe and chearfuinefs: but if ftudy naturally tends 
to compofe the mind ; the mind muft be previ- 
oufly in a compofed ftate to give a proper effect 
to-our ftudies. Farewel. 


LETTER XX. Zo GALLUS. 





HOSE works of art or nature which are 
ufualiy the motives of our travels, are often 
Overlooked and neglected if they happen to lie with- 
in our reach: whether it be that we are naturally 
lefs inquifitive concern*ng thofe things which are 
near us, while our curicfity 1s excited by remote 
objects ; or becaufe the eafinefs of gratifymg a de- 
fire, is always fure to damp it; or, perhaps, that 
we defer from time to time viewing, what we know 
we have an opportunity of feeing whenever we 
pleafe. Be the reafon what it may, it 1s cer- 
tain there are feveral rarities in and near Rome, 
I 2 which 
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which we not only have never feen, but have ne- 
ver fo much as heard of; and yet if they had been 
the produce of Greece, or Egypt, or Afia, or any 
other country which we admire as fruisful in won 
ders, they would long íince have beeh the fubdjects 
both of our reading, converíation, and infpettion. 
For myfelf at leaft, I confefs, I have lately been en- 
tertained with a fight of one of thefe our indigenous 
fingularities, to which I was an entire ftranger be- 
fore. My wife's grandfather defired I would look 
upon his eftate near* Ameria. As I was walking 
over his grounds, I was fhewn a lake that lies below 
them, called "^ Vadimon, which I was informed had 
feveral very extraordinary qualities attending it. 
This raifed my curiofity to take a nearer view. Its 
form is exactly circular; there is not the leaft obli- 
quity or winding, but all is regular and even as if it 
had been hollowed and cut out by the hand of art. 
Thevwater is of a clear fky-blue, tho’ with fome- 
what of a creenifh caft; it feems by its tafte and 
{mell impregnated with fulphur, and is deemed of 
great eficacy in all fractures of the limbs, which 
it is fuppoied to corfolidate. Notwithftanding it- 
is but of 2 Moderate extent, yet the winds have a 
great effect upon it, frequently throwing it into vio- 
lent commotions. Novefiels are fuffered to fail here, 








as 


* Now callcd Amelia, aw epifccpal city in Ombria, 
* mow called Lago di Beaefanelto. 


Er Es 

Ca i. 

ON 

E c A 
E 5 7T A 
: E 
"ul » C c l 
Mx =f} 
E EA 
N 3 


Book VIII. OF PLINI.: $i, 





as its waters are held * facred ; but feveral floating ¢ 
iflands {wim about in it, covered with reeds and 
rufres, together with other plants which the neigh- 
bouring marfh and the borders of the lake produce. 
T hereaflands'differ in their fize and fhape; but the 
edges of all of them are worn away by their fre- 
quent collifion againft the fhore and each other. 
‘They have all of them the fame height and mo- 
tion; and their refpective roots, which are formed 
like the keel of a boat, may be feen hanging 
down in the water, on which-ever fide you ftand. 
Sometimes they move in a clufter, and feem to 
form one eniire little continent; fometimes they 
are difperfed into different quarters by the winds ; 
at other times when it is calm, they float up and 
down feparately. You may frequently fee one of 
the larger iflands failing along with a leffer joined 
to it, like a fhip with its long-boat; or perhaps, 
feeming to ftrive which fhall out-fwim the other: 
Chen again they all affemble in one ftation, and 


À 3 by 


See above, note œ Let. 8. of this book. 

4 ‘The credit of this account does not reft entirely upon our 
author: Pliny the elder mentions theíe floating iflands, 
[l. 2. 95.] and fo does Seneca, who accounts for them upon 
philofophical principles. [Q. N. l. 3. 25.] Varenius fays, 
that in Honduras, a province in America, there is a lake in 
which are feveral little hills planted with fhrubs, &c. toffed 
up and down by the winds. And he quotes Boethius the 
Scots hiftorian, who affirms, that in a large Loch, called 
Lomond Loch, in Scotland, there is a floating ifland, upon 
which cattle graze. See Varen. Geogr. vol. 1. p. 412. 
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by joining themíelves to the: fhore, fordetimes on 
one fide and fometimes on the other, caufe the 
lake to appear confiderably lefs, 'till at laft uniteng 
in the centre they reftore it to its ufual fize. The. 
fheep which graze upon the borders of this axe, 
frequently go upon thefe iflands to feed, without 
perceiving that they have left the fhore, ’till they 
are alarmed by finding themfelves furrounded with 
water; and in the fame manner when the wind 
drives them back again, they return without being 
fenfible that they are landed. ‘This lake empties 
itfelf into a river, which after running a little way 
finks under ground; and if any thing is thrown 
in brings it up again where the ftream emerges. — 
I have given you this account, becaufe I imagined 
zt would not be lefs new, nor ‘fefs agreeable to you 
than it was to me; as I know you take the fame 
pleafure as myfelf, in contemplating the works or 
nature. Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXI. Jo ARRIANUS. 


ITOTHING,in my opinion, gives a more ami- 





able and becoming grace to our ftudies as 
well : 5 manners, than to temper the ferious with 
the gay, left the former fhould degenerate into au- 
iterenefs, and the lattcr run up into levity. Upon 
this maxim it is, that I diverfify my graver 
works with compofitions of a lighter nature. I 
had choien a convenient place and feafon for fome 
productions of that fort to make their appearance 
in; and defigning to accuftom them early to the 
tables of the idle, I fixed upon the month of July, * 
I 4 which 


^ The months of July and Auguft was a time of vacation 
to the Roman lawyers, the courts of juftice being then fhut 
up, that the farmers might not be interrupted in their harveft, 
by being obliged to attend their law-fuits at Rome. 


meffeíque reverfee 


Dimijere Forum; nec jam tibi turba reorum 
Veftcbulo, querulique rogant exire clientes ; 
Ce/at centent moderatrix judicis hafta. 


Statius Syl. 1. 4. so. 











Returning harveft bids contention ceafe, 
And through the wrarteling Forum all is peace ; 
No teazing clients now befiege thy way. 
Nor judges fage the folemn ipear difplay. 


However, the courts, as appears from this letter, were fome- 
times opened during this feafon of vacation, upon cafes, per- 
haps, of particular emergency. 
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which 1s ufually a time of vacation to the courts of 
juftice, in order to read them to íome of mv 
friends at fupper : and accordingly I placed a defk 
before each of my guefts. But as I happened 
that morning to be unexpectedly called aw*y to 
attend a cauíe, I took occafion to preface rty re- 
cital with an apology. I intreated my audience 
not'to impute it to me as any want of due re- 
gard for the bufinefs to which I had invited them, 
that on the very day I had appointed to read 
my performances to fome of my friends, (tho’ 
indeed but few) I did not refufe my good offices 
to others in their law-affairs. I affured them 
l would obferve the fame rule in my writings, 
and fhould always give the preference to matters 
of importance, before thofe of “entertainment ; to 
ferious engagements, before amufing ones; and to 
the bufinefs of my friends, before my own. ‘The 
poems I recited confifted of a variety of fubjects in 
different meafures. It is by fuch arts as thefe, we 
who dare not rely upon the fingle force of our 
genius, endeavour to avoid fataating our readers. In 
compliance with the earneft folicitation of my au- 
dience, I recited during two days fucceflively ; Tut 
not in the manner that feveral practife, by making 
a merit of paffing over the lefs fhining paffages : 
on the contrary, I omitted nothing, and freely con- 

felfed 
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feffed it. I read the whole, that I might correct the 
whole ; which it is impoffible thofe who only felect 
pá.ticular paffages, fhould do. The latter method, 
indeed, may have more the appearance of modefty, 
ana ,"erhaps refpect ; but the former fhews a greater 
inge: 3ouínefs, as well as a more affectionate difpofi- 
tion towards the audience. For, the belief that a 
man's friends have fo much regard to him, as nct to 
be weary upon thefe occafions, is a fure indica- 
tion of the love he bears them. To fay the truth, 
one has little obligation to an audience, if they 
aflemble merely with a view to their own enter- 
tainment. ‘He who had rather find his friend's 
performance correct, than make it fo, is to be 
confidered as a ftranger, or one who is too indo- 
lent to give himfelf any trouble. Your. friendfhip 
for me leaves me no room to doubt that you are 


IZE 




















principal inducement of my recital. You are already 
acquainted with fome parts of it; but even thofe, 
after they fhall have been polifhed (or perhaps fpoil- 
cd, as is fometimes the cafe by tog frequent -re- 
vifals) will feem new to you.  For- when a 
compofition has undergone various. changes, it 


contracts 
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contracts an air of novelty even in thofe very parts 
© O- 
which remain unaltered. Farewel. 


LETTER XXII. Zo GEMINIUS. 





AVE you never obíerved a fort of peepie, 
who tho' they are themfelves under the ab- 
ject*dominion of every vice, fhew a kind of mali- 





cious indignation againít the mifconduct of others ; 
and are moft fevere upon thofe whom they moít 
refemble ? yet, furely a lenity of difpofition, even 
in perfons who have the leaít occafion for clemen- 
cy themíelves, is of all virtues the moft becom- 
ing. ‘The higheft of characters, in my eftima- 
tion, is His, who is as ready to pardon the moral 
errors of mankind, as if he were every day guilty 
of fome himíelf ; and at the fame time as cautious 
of committing a fault, as if he never forgave one. 
It is a rule then which we fhould upon all occa- 
fions, both private and public, moft religioufly 
obíerve, * to be inexorable to our own failings, 
* while we treat thofe of the reft of the world 
* with tendernefs, not excepting even thofe who for- 
* give none but themíelves ;" remembering al- 
ways what the humane, and, ‘therefore, as well as 
upon other accounts, the great Thraíea ufed fre- 


3 - quently 
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quently to fay: * He who bates vice, bates mankind. 
You will afk me, perhaps, who it is tHat has gi- 
ven occafion to thefe reflections ? You muft know 
a certain perfon lately—but of that when we 
mel  —tho', upon fecond thoughts, not even then, 
left x: hilft I condemn and expofe 4is conduct, I 
fhould act counter to that maxim I particularly 
recommend. Whoever therefore, and whatcver 
he is, fhall remain in filence : for, tho’ there may 
be fome ufe, perhaps, in fetting a mark upon the 
man, for the fake of example; there will be more, 
however, in fparing him, for the fake of huma- 
nity. Farewel. 

















LETTER XXIII. Z7» MARCELLINUS. 


"I HE deep concern I am under for the death 

of Junius Avitus, has rendered me incapa- 
ble of either bufinefs, ftudy or amufement: He was 
invefted with the ” laticlave in my houfe ; as in all 





the 


2 The meaning of this maxim feems to be, that, as it is ex- 
tremely difficult to feparate the action from the man, we fhould 
nbs fuffer the errors of the world to raife in us that acrimony 
of indignation, which if well examined, perhaps, wil be 
oftener found to proceed from fome fecret principlt of malice, 
than a juft abhorrence of vice; Satius eff (as Seneca obferves) 
publicos mores t9 humana vitia, placide accipere: a general 
philanthropy and univerfal benevolence being the mof ge- 
nuine marks, by which virtue diftinguifhes thofe who are 
truly in her intereft. If this feníe be admitted, there is 
no need to fuppofe (with fome of the commentators) that 
any miítake has crept into the text. © ~ 

» See vol, i. p. 82. note ? 
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the honours he folicited, he was conítantly affifted 
by my intéreft. I will add too, his affection and 
efteem for me were fo great, that he formed his 
manners, and regulated his conduct by my guid- 
ance and direction: a difpofition extremely -un- 
common in the youth of this age; for, wa o a- 
mong them will now deign to fubmit to the experi- 
‘ence and authority of their fuperiors? They think 
themfelves at once in full poffeffion of all wifdom 
and knowledge; and without revering or imitat- 
ing the virtues of any, imagine they are a fuffi- 
cient example to themíelves. But Avitus was of 
a far different turn; he fhewed his -wifdom, in 
believing there were fome who had more; and 
difcovered his knowledge, in his defire to learn. 
He was ever confulting his friends upon fome 
point relating to his ftudies, or his conduct ; and 
he always returned from them with advantage, 
either by the advice he received, or the difpofi- 
tion he fhewed. With what refpect did he treat 
Servianus, one of the moft accomplifhed men of 
the age ? Avitus knew how to value fuch uncom- 
mon merit, as well as to endear himfelf to kim 
in his turp. .Accordingly when Servianus went 
lieutenant from Germany into * Pannonia, he at- 
tended him as ‘Tribune; not fo much in the cha- 
racter of his fellaw foldier, as of his friend" and 

.admurer. 


























^ A very extenfive province, comprehending part of Au- 
ftria, Hungary, c. 
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admirer. With what care and integrity did he 
execute the office of Quaftor under feveral con- 
fur , who all efteemed him, not only as an ufe- 
ful and experienced officer, but as an eafy and 
agrc able companion’? With what zeal and ap- 
plicaeon did he follicit this very ^ ZEdilefhip, 
from the enjoyment of which he is now prema- 
turely {natched! a reflection that gives a peeu- 
liar poignancy to my affliction for the lofs of him. 
Fiis unavailing labours, his fruitlefs affiduities, 
and the honour which he merited only, not enjoy- 
ed, are for ever in my thoughts. The circum- 
{tance of his- having firt put on the laticlave un- 
der my roof; the firft and the laft fuffrage I ever 
gave him; the converfations we have had, and 
the confultations we have held, all return frefh 
upon my mind. I am ftruck with the moft ten- 
der forrow when I confider his youth, and re- 
flect upon the irreparable loís his family has fu- 
{tained : an aged parent; a young wife to ‘whom 
he had not been married much above a year ; an 
infant daughter juft born ; fo many pleafing hopes, 
fo 








> The ZEdiles were at firft two officers chofen out of the 
body of the commons, in order to affift the Tribunes in the 
difcharge of fome particular parts of their office, the chief of 
which was the care of public edifices. Others were after- 
wards elected out of the nobility, to infpe& public games, 
determine caufes relating to the felling or exchan ing of 
eftates, to fupervife the public ftores of corn, and other 
provifions, “ic. Ken. Antiq. pP. 116, 117. 
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fo many tender joys, all reverfed and deftroyed 
in one day! When he was juft elected Ædile ; when 
he had lately commenced a bridegroom; when ne 
was newly made a father, he was fuddenly {natched 
from the midít of thefe fatisfactions ; and ha eft 
behind him an honour untafted, a mother in onfo- 
lable, a widowed wife, and an orphan infant, 
whe will have the misfortune of never having 
known her father! But what increafes my tears 
upon this melancholy occafion is, that being ab- 
fent when this accident happened, I never knew 
of his ficknefs, till I heard of his death ; and had 
no time to prepare myfelf for this eruel ftroke, 
by previoufly apprehending it!—Such is the 
prefent diftrefs of my mind !— You muft not 
wonder then that it is the whole fubjeét of my 
letter; for I am not able, at prefent, to think or 


talk of any thing elfe. Farewel. 








LETTER XXIV. 7o Maximus. 


T H E.friendíhip I profefs for you, induces 
mé, not indeed to direct (for you are 

far above the want of a guide) but to re- 
mind you, however, of what you already know, 
and to admonifh .you carefully to obferve and 
firmly 
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firmly to put it in practice; in other wards, to 
know it to all the more ufeful purpofes of know- 
lege. You will confider yourfelf as fent to that 
noble province, Achaia, the real and genuine 
Gicace, where politenefs, learning, and even agri- 
cultu-e itfelf, are fuppofed to have taken. their firft 
rife; as fent to govern a ftate compofed of free 
cities ; that is, to a fociety of men who breathe 
the fpirit of true manhood and liberty *; who 

main- 








a «« Tt is remarkable, that even after Greece was abfarb’d 
** in the Roman empire, and became a province to it under 
** the name of Achaia, it did not lofe with its power and fove- 
** reionty, that lively fenfe and love of liberty, which was the 
** peculiar character of that people, amongit whom the arts 
** were produced and brcught to perfection. The Romans, 
** when they had fubdued Greece, left that generous, brave, 
<< polite people, in poíleflion of many of their rights and pri- 
** vileges. And they maintained fuch an ardent zeal for 
** liberty, that, to name no other inílances of it, when the 
** civil wars happen'd in Italy, the Athenians very warmly 
<< efpoufed the part of Pompey, who fought for the repub- 
** lic : and after Cæfar was killed, they erected ftatues in 
«** honour of Brutus and Caflius, near to thoíe of Harmodius 
** and Ariítogiton, their ancient deliverers. It was hence 
** Greece, Athens in particular, after it was very much 
** fallen and degenerated, continued ftill to be the metro- 
** polis of fciences, the ¢chool of all the fine arts, the ftan- 
<< dard and center of good., tafte in all works of genius, to 
** Cicero's time, and lon afterwards ; infomuch that Rome 
** [ent its moft illuftrious youth to be perfectedothere in 
** lite literature, eloquence, philofophy, and all she ingeni- 
** ous arts and fciences ; and the emperors who loved learn- 
** ing, if they could not go to Greece and become fcholars 
** there, as fome of them did, brought Greece to them by 
** inviting and receiving into their palates its moft celebrated 
** profeflors and artifts, and even intrufting the education 
** of their children with Greek mafters. Now their con- 
< tinuing 
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maintained the rights they received from Nature, 
by courage, by virtue, by alliances; in a word, 
by civil and religious faith. Revere the Gods aru 
Heroes their founders; the glory of their antient 
days; and even that antiquity itfelf ; for age as 
it is venerable in men, is in ftates facred. Ho- 
nour them therefore for their deeds of old renown ; 
for thofe which true, and (I do not fcruple to add) 
which fabulous, hiftory has recorded. Indulge them 
in the full exercife of their dignities, their privileges, 
and their very vanity. Remember it was from this 
nation we derived our” laws; that fhe did not receive 

ours 


<< tinuing to excel in the arts and fciences, to what elfe can 
<< it be attributed, but to this, that with fome {mall remains 
*« of liberty, they retained the fpirit of liberty, the love of 
<< it, and zeal for it? It was indeed in confequence of this 
** alone, that they maintained, in fome degree, even till 
Italy was quite over-run with barbarifm, a fovereignty the 
Romans could not take from them; a fovereignty in 
<< fcience, arts, and good tafte. "Tis impoffible to account 
<< for it in any other way: they preferved the arts in a very 
“<< great degree, becaufe they retained the fpirit cf liberty in 
** a very extraordinary one." Turnbull om ancient Paintings 
p- 1900. 

b About the year of Rome 300, that is, 452 years before 
Chrift, embafiadors were fent into Greece, to make a collec- 
tion of fuch laws and cuftoms as the wifdom of that polite 
people had eftablifhed, particularly the famous ones of So!9 1. 
At their return, thefe laws were approved and confirmed, 
and, together with fome additional ones, were engraven on 
ten tables of brafs. "Two other tables of laws were {oon 
afterwards added to thefe, which together with the former, 
went by the name of the zwelve tables, and were looked 
upon as the fountain of all law, public and private £77. 
fs S. €. t4. Ferriere Jif. der Lois (P.C. 
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ours by conqueft, but gave us hers by favour. Re- 
member it is Athens that you approach ; it is La- 
cedaemon you govern: and to deprive fo renowned 
a people of the declining fhadow, the remaining 
same of liberty, would be a hardfhip, would be 
even a. barbarsty of the fevereft kind: Phyficians, 
you fee, tho’ with refpect to difeafes thcre is no 
difference between the free and the flave, yet treat 
perfons of the former rank with more tendernefs, 
than thofe of the latter. Reflect on the noble 
figure thefe cities once made; but fo reflect, as 
not to defpife them for what they now are. Far 
be pride and afperity from my friend; nor fear 
by a proper condefcenfion, to lay yourfelf open to 
contempt. Can he who is vefted with the power 
and bears the enfigns of authority, can He fail of 
meeting with refpect, unlefs by purfuing bafe and 
fordid meafures, and firft breaking; thro’ that aw- 
ful reverence he owes to himíelf? lli, believe me, 
is power proved by infult; iil can terror com- 
mand veneration ; and far more efficacious is af- 
feétion in obtaining one’s purpofe, than fear. For 
terror operates no longer than its object 1s prefent, 
but love produces its effects when the object 1s at 
a difeance; and as abfence changes the former into 
hatred, it raifes the latter into refpect. It behoves 
you therefore, (and I cannot repeat it too often) 
it behoves you well to confider the end of your 

Vor. II. K Office, 
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office, and to reprefent to yourfelf how great and 
important is the tafk of governing a free ftate. 
For what is more becoming our focial nature than 
richtly-ordered government, or more valuable than 
liberty ? How ignominious then muft his conduct 
be, who turns the firft into anarchy, and the laft 
into flavery ? To thefe confiderations let me add, 
that you have an eftablifhed reputation to main- 
tain: the fame you acquired by the adminiftration 
of the Queeftorfhip in * Bithynia ; the good opinion 
of the emperor; the credit you obtained when you 
were Tribune and Prztor; in a word, this very 
government, which may be looked upon as the re- 
ward of your former fervices ; are fo many glorious 
weights which are incumbent upon you to fupport 
with fuitable dignity. The more earneftly therefore 
ought you to endeavour that it may not be faid yan 
fhewed greater politenefs, integrity, and ability in 
a rude province remote from Rome, than in one 
which lies fo much nearer to the capital; in the 
midít of a nation of flaves, than among a free 
people; that it may not be íaid, it was chance, 
and not judgment, appointed you to this office; 
that your character was “unknown and unexperi- 
enced, not tried and approved. For it is a maxim 
which your reading and converíation muft have 
often fuggefted to you, that it is a far greater dif- 

grace 














A province in Anatolia, or Afia the le(s. 
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grace to lofe the fame one has once acquired, than 
never to have attained it. I again beg you to be 
perfuaded, that I did not write this letter as pre- 
fuming to inftruct, but to remind you. ‘Tho’ in- 
ceed if I had, it would have only been in confe- 
quence of the preat affection L bear you; a lenti- 
ment which I am in no apprehenfion of carrying 
beyond its juft limits : for, there can be no danger 
of exceís where one cannot love too well. Fare- 
wel, 


2 T HE 
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LETTER I. 7o Maximus. 


HAVE frequently advifed you, to be a$ ex- 
peditious as poffible in publifhing what you 
have written either in defence of yourfelf, or againft 
Planta; or rather indeed (as the circ umftances 
of .the cafe demanded) what you drew vp with 
both thofe views: but I particulatty prefs-this ad- 
vice upon you zow that I hear he is dead. For 
tho’ you read this piece to feverat of your friends, 
and put it into the hands of others, yet I fhould be 
A3 extremely 
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extremely forry, chat the world fhould fufpect you 
did not-venture.to compofe till after his death, 
what it 1s moft certain you had finifhed during nis 
life. Let not the character my friend has acquired 
of firmneís and refolution be called in queftion : 
as it will not, when both the candid and the mali- 
cious world fhall know, that the death of your ad- 
veríary did not give you the confidence of writing, 
but only anticipated the opportunity of publifhing 
this piece. “Thus you will avoid the imputation, 




















With coward joy to triumph oer tbe dead : ° 


For what you wrote and actually recited before his 
death, will be confidered as publifhed during his 
life, provided you publifh it foon. If therefore 
you have any other work upon: your hands, let me 
intreat you to lay it afide, and give your laft 
£nifhing touches to this performance. It feemed 
to me indeed, when I formerly read it, to want no 
improvements ; and fo it ought to feem now to 
you, as neither the fubject requires, nor the time 
will admit of longer delay. , Farewel. 





Hom. Od. lib. 22. 
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LETTER ll Yo SARINwS. 


Y OUR requeft that I would write to you 


very frequent and very long letters, is ex- 
tremely agreeable to me. If I have forborne to do 
fo, it is partly in confideration of the important af- 
fairs in which you are employed ; and partly from 
fome very cold and uninterefting occupations of 
my own, which engage my thoughts, and damp 
my imagination.  Befides, I have not a fufficient 
fupply of matter for frequent letters; and am by 
no means in the fame fituation that Tully was, 
whom you point out to me as an example. He 
not only poflefled a moft enlarged genius, but 


the circumftances of the times wherein he lived, 
furnifhed him with a variety of noble occafions of 


exercifing it. As for myfelf, you know (without 
my telling you) to what narrow limits I am con- 
,fined, unlefs my letters were to turn upon the ficti- 
tious and pedantic topics of the fchools. But when 
Y confider you in the midft of arms and encamp- 
ments, animated by martial mufic, or fatigued 
with toil and heat, how abfurd would it be to talk 
to you upon fuch fubjects ? This is my apology, 
and I think it a reafonable one ; however, I almoft 
wifh you would not accept it: for to rejeét the 
excufes of a friend upon fuch an occafion, be they 

K d ever 
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ever {o juft, is an evident proof of a warm af- 
fection. Farewel, 





LETTER iil. Zo PAULINUS: 


Ankind differ in their notions of fupreme 

happinefs; but in my opinion that man 
truly poffeffes it, who lives in the conícious an- 
ticipation of honcft fame and the glorious figure 
he will make in the eyes of pofterity. I confefs, 
if I had not the reward of an immortal reputation 
in view, I fhould prefer a life of uninterrupted 
eafe and indolent retirement, to any other. ‘There 
feem to be but two points worthy our attention ; 
endlefs fame, or the fhort duration of human 
life.  'Thofe who are actuated by the former mo- 
tive muft labour to attain it with the utmoft 
exertion of their powers; while fuch as are in- 
fluenced by the latter fhould quietly refign them- 
feives to repofe, nor wear out a fhort life as many, 
we fee, do in a painful courfe of ill-directed pur- 
{uits, and then fink at laft into a total diffatisfac- 
tion both of themfelves and of the world. ‘Thefe 
are my daily refiections, and I communicate 
them to you, in order to renounce them if you 
fhould not join with me in the fame fentiments ; 
as undoubtedly you will, who are ever meditating 
fon worthy desd te render your name immortal. 








Farewel. 


LE T- 
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LETTER IV. Zo Macrinus. 


Should fear you would think the oration which 

you receive with this letter, immoderately long, 
if it were not of fuch a nature as to require being 
divided into feveral fections ; which confifting of 
diftünét charges, have the appearance of fo many 
feparate fpeeches. Wherever therefore you begin 
or end, you may confider what follows, either as 
connected with what precedes, or making of it- 
felf a new fubject: fo that you may look upon it 
as very diffufe upon the whole, and yet as extreme- 


ly concife with refpect to its particular parts. 
Farewel. 





LETTER V. Za Tino. 
Y O U are greatly to be applauded for the juft 


manner with which, as I am informed. (and I 
make very ftrict encuiry) you adminifter the go- 
vernment of your province; one principal branch 
of which is to diftinguifh merit in every degree, and 
io to gain the love of the lower rank, as to preferve 
at the fame time the affection of thei: fuperiors. But 
It is an error many have fallen Into, that while 
they endeavour to avoid the appea:ance of faveuring 
the great, they run into the contrary extreme, and 

incur 
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incur the imputation of acting with ill manners, or 
ill nature :can error which you are far from com- 
mitting, I well know. However, I cannot for- 

bear adding a caution to my praifes, and re- 
commending it to you, to conduct yourfelf in fuch 
a manner as to preferve the proper diftinction of 
rank and dignity. For to level and confound the 
different orders of fociety, is far from producing 
an equality among mankind; it is, in fact, the 
moft unequable thing imaginable. — Farewel. 








LETTER VI. To CaArvisrus. 


Have fpent thefe feveral laít days in my ftudy 

with the moft pleafing tranquillity. ‘You will 
afk how that can poffibly be in the midít of 
Rome ? It was the time of celebrating the * Cir- 
cenfian games ; an entertainment for which I have 
not the leaít tafte. They have no novelty, no 
-varietyo to recommend them; nothing, in fhort, 
one would wifh to be prefent at twice. It 1s the 
more furprizing therefore, that fo many thoufand 
people fhould be poffefied withthe childifh paffion of 
defiring often to fee a parcePof horfes gallop, and 
men ftanding erect in their chariots. If indeed, it 





^ WCIC 


a#Ther games were originally of Grecian extraction, but 
firi introduced among the Romans by Romulus, in order to 
favour his defign of carrying off the Sabine virgins: they 
confifted of horfe and chariot races, &c. 
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were the fwiftnefs of the horfes, or the fkill of the 
charioteers that attracted them, there might be fome 
sttle pretence of reafon on their fide. But it is the 
dre/s they ° favour; it is the drefs that captivates 
them. Anq if in the midít of the courfe the different 
contenders were to change habits, their different par- 
tizans would change fides, and inftantly defert the 
very fame men and horfes, whom they juft before 
were eagerly following with their eyes as far as they 
could fee, and fhouting their names with all the 
warmth of vociferous exclamation. Such mighty 
charms, fuch wonderous power is there in the colour 
of a vile tunic! and this in the fentiments, not 
only of the vulgar (more contemptible than the 
uniform they efpoufe) but even in the opinion of 
fome grave perfonages. When I obferve fuch men 
thus infatiably fond of fo filly, fo low, fo uninte- 
refting, fo common an entertainment, I congratulate 
myíelf that I am infenfible to thefe’pleafures ; and 
am glad to employ the leifure of this feafon upon 


my ftudies, which others throw away upon the moft 
idle occupations. Farewel. 








LET- 

> The performers at tħefe games were divided into com- 
panies, diitinguifhed by the particular colour cf their habits s 
the principal of which were the white, the red,.rfhe blue, and 
the green. Accordingly the {peétators favoured one or the 
other colour, as humour and caprice inclined them. In the 
reign of Juftinian a + tumult arofe: ia Conftanti».L.! , OC- 
cafioned merely by a contention among tke partizans of 


thefe feveral colours, wherein no lefs than 30,000 men loft 
their lives. 
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LETTER VII. Ze ROMANUS: 





AM glad to find by your letter, that you 
are engaged in building; for I may now 
defend my own conduct by your example. I 
am tnyfelf occupied in the fame fort of work; 
and fince I have you on my fide, who fhall deny 
Y have reaíon too ? We are pretty much agreed 
likewife, I find, in our fituations ; and as your 
buildings are carried on upon the fea-coaft, mine 
are rifing upon the fide of the Tarian luke. I have 
feveral villas upon the borders of this lake, but 
there are two particularly, in which as I take 
moft delight, fo they give me moft employment. 
They are both fituated like thofe at ° Baiz: 


one 





Now. called Caftello di Baia, in Terra di Lavoro. It 
was the place the Romans chofe for their winter retreat ; and 
which they frequented upon account of its warm baths. Some 
few ruins of the beautiful villas that once covered this delight- 
ful coaít, ftill remain ; and nothing crn give one a higher idea 
of the prodigious expence and magnificence of the Romans 
in their private buildings, than the-manner in which fome of 
thefe were fituated. It appears from this letter, as well 4s 
from feveral other paílages in the claffic writers, that they 
actually projected into the fea, being erected upon va^ piles 
funk for that purpofe. Virgil draws a beautiful fimile from 
this cufiam, where he ompares the maffy fpear which Turnus 
hurled at Bitias, to one of thofe enormous piles thrown into 
the Baian fea: 

Qualis 
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one of them ftands upon a rock, and has a profpect 
of the lake; the other actually touches it. The 


frit, 


Qualis in Euboico Baiarum littore quondam 
Saxea pila cadit, magnis quam molibus ante 
Con/irucium-jaciunt ponto 5 fic illa ruinae 
Prona trabit penitu/que vadis illia recumbit s 
Mijcent fe maria, C9 nigrae attolluntur arene. 


ZEn. ix. 710. 


So from the Baian mole, whofe ftructures rife 
High o'er the flood, a maffy fragment flies ; 
"Ihe rapid rolling pile all headlong fweeps 
With one vaft length of ruin to the dceps ; 
Thick boil the billows, and on every fide 
Work the dark fands, and blacken all the tide. 


rir yt. 
Horace alfo, in one of his moral Odes, points out and expofes 





this amazing luxury of building: 


And here indeed, luxury feems t@ ha 


T u Jecanda marmora 


Locas dub ipfum funus $ ES fepulcri 


Linmemor, ftruis domos ; 


Mari/que Baiis obftrepentis urges 


Summovere littora, 
Parum locuples continente ripa. 


Od. 18. 1. 2. 


— You, with thoughtleís pride elate, 
Unconícious of impending fate, 
Command the pillar'd dome to rife, 
When lo! thy tomb forgotten lies ; 

And tho' the waves indignant roar, 
Forward you urge the Baian fhore, 
While earth’s too narrow bounds in vain 


Thy guilty progrefs would reftrain. o 
Mr. Franeis. 


reigned in hes moft 


licentious refinements of all kinds ; while the principal amufe- 


ment of the place confifted in failing upon the gulph in gaily 


painted 
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firít, fupported as it were by the lofty ° bufkin, I 
call my £ragic; the other, as refting upon the 
humble. fock, my comic vila. “They have each 
their particular beauties, which recommend them- 
felves to me fo much the more, as they are of dif- 
ferent kinds. The former commands a wider 
profpect of the lake; the latter enjoys a nearer 
view of it. ‘This, by an eafy bend, embraces a 
little bay ; the promontory upon which the other 
ftands, forms two. - Here you have a ftrait walk 
extending itfelf along the banks of the lake; 
there a fpacious terrace that falls by a gentle 
defcent towards it. ‘The former does not perceive 
the force of the waves; the latter breaks them: 
from that you fee the fifhing-veflels below ; 
from this you may fifh yourfelf, and throw your 
line from your chamber, and even as you lie in 
bed, as from a boat. It is the beauties therefore 
thefe agreeable villas poffefs, that tempt me to add 
to them thofe which are wanting.——-— But | 

need. 




















painted barks, accompanied with gll the melting foftnefs 
that exquifite wines, fine women, and rapturous mufic could 
infpire. ‘There was fomething even in the natural, as well 
as artificial turn of the fcene, which feem'd formed to diffoly= 
the mind into a ftate of foftnefs and diffipation: infomuch 
that Seneca, with all his ftoical fortitude, durft not truíft him- 
felf in it above a day. See Seneca, ep. 51. l 

b The buíkin was a. kind of high fhoe worn upon the ftage 
by tue acsors of tragedy, in order to give them a more heroical 
elevation of ítature ; as the fock was fomething between a 
fhoe and flocking, and appropriated to the comic players. 
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need not aflign a realon to you; who, undoubt- 


edly, will think it a fufficient one that I follow 
your lead. Farewel. 


LETTER VIII. Zo Aucurinus. 








judgment, as my gratitude.  Neverthelefs I will 
not ícruple to fay, that I think all your produc- 
tions are beautiful; efpecially, you may be fure, thofe 
of which I am the fubject. And the fame reafon 
will account both for their deferving that character, 
and for my thinking fo: for, as on the one hand 
you ever fucceed beft when friendfhip infpires you ; 
fo on the other, I always like moft what fat- 
ters my vanity. Farewel. 


LEITER IX; Zo LOL. 


Greatly admire the generous grief you fhew 
for the death of Pompeius Quintianus, as it is 
a proof that your affection for your departed 
friend, does not terminate with his life. Far diffe- 
rent from thofe who love, or rather, I fhould more 
properly fay, who counterfeit love to none but the 
living. Nor indeed even ZPzz any longer than they 
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are the favourites of fertune; for the unhappy are 
no more the object of their remembrance, than the 
dead. But your fricndfhip is raifed upon a more 
lafting foundation, and the conítancy of your af- 
fection can only end with your life. | Quinctianus, 
moft certainly, well deferved to mest with that 
generous warmth from his friends, of which he 
was himfelf fo bright an example. He loved them 
in profperity; protected them in aciverfiiy; lament- 
ed them in death. How open was his coun- 
tenance! how modeft his converfation! how equal- 
ly did he temper gravity with gaicty! how fond 
was he of learning ! how judicious his fentiments ! 
how dutiful to a father of a very different cha- 
racter ! and how happily did he reconcile his obedi- 
ence to his virtue, continuing a good fon, without 
forfeiting the title of a good nian !---But why do 
I aggravate your affliction by reminding you of 
his merit ?— yet I know your affection for the me- 
mory of this exccllent youth is fo ftrong, that you 
had rather endure that pain, than fuffer his virtues 
to be pafied over in filence; efpecially by me, 
whofe applaufe, you imagine, will adorn his ac- 
tions, extend his fame, and reftore him, as it were, 
to that lifefrom which he is prematurely fnatcheci. 


Farewel. 
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LETTER X. To Tacitus’. 


Should like extremely well to follow your ad- 
vice ; but there is fuch a fcarcity of boars, that 
it 1S impoffible to reconcile Minerva with Diana, 
who, you think, ought to be worfhipped together. 
I muft content myfelf then with paying my fingle 
homage to the former; and even ¢hat with fome 
reftriction, confidering the heats of the feafon, and 
the privileged indolence of retirement. I com- 
pofed, indeed, a few trifles in my journey hither, 
which are only fit to be deftroyed, as they are writ- 
ten with the famie carelefs unftudied manner that 
one ufually chats upon the road. Since I came to 
my villa, I have made fome few additions to them, 


not finding myfelf in a humour to turn my thoughts 
VOL, LI. L, to 


a The learned Catanæus, with fome other commentators, 
imagines this letter does not belong to Pliny, but is the an- 
{wer of Tacitus to the 6th epiflle of the firít book. He fup- 
ports this conjecture, indeed, by no authority ; only thinks it 
falls in exactly with the letter; to which he fuppofes it an an- 
iwer, and fancies he difcovers fotnething in the ftile different 
from our author's manner. But upon a comparifon of the 
two letters, there feems little reafon to believe one is an an- 
fwen, to the other. And as to any difference of ftile (if there 
really be any) which the tranflator confefles he’ has not pene- 
tration enough to difcover, it is much too precarious an argu- - 
ment to havé any weight in the cafe. ‘The fuppofition of 
Cafaubon feems more probable, who thinks this epiftle misht 
be occafioned by one from Tacitus, wherein he reminded 
Pliny of his own advice to him, in that letter to which Cata- 
næus imagines this to be an anfiver. 
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to things of more confequence. ‘Thus my poems, 
which you Tuppofe I am finifhing with fo much ad- 
vantage amidft the filence and folemnity of woods 
and groves, are, in truth, wholly at aftand. But I 
have revifed an oration or two; tho’ that kind of 
work is fo unpleafant, as to be more like ruftic la- 
bours, than rural amufements. Farewel. | 


LETTER XI. To GEMINUS. 





OUR letter was particularly agreeable to 
me, as it mentioned your defire that I would 
fend you fomething of mine to infert in your 
works. I fhall find an occafion of complying: 
with your requeft more proper than that which you 
propofe ; the fubject you point out to me being at- 
tended with fome objections: and when you con- 
fider it again, you will think fo.—As I did not 
imagine there were any bookfellers at * Lugdu- 
num,*l am fo much the more pleafed to learn that 
my works are fold there. I rejoice to find they 
maintain the fame character abroad, which they 
raifed at home ; and I begin to flatter myfelf they 
have fome merit, fince perfons of fuch diftant coun- 
tries are agreed in their opinion concerning them. 
Farewel. 









LET- 


Lyons, in the Lyọnois, a province of France. 
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LETTER XII. Zo JUNIOR: 


Certain friend of mine lately chaftifed his 

fon, in my prefence, for being fomewhat 
too profuíe. in the article of dogs and horfes. 
* And pray, (faid I to him, when the youth 
** was withdrawn) did you never commit a fault 
* youríelf which deferved your father’s correctfon £ 
* Nay, are you not fometimes even now guilty 
* of errors, which your íon, were he in your 
* place, might with equal gravity reprove ? Are 
* not all mankind fubjeét to folies? And have 
* we not each of us our particular foibles in which 
* we fondly indulge ourfelves ?” 

The great affection I have for you, induced me 
to fet this inftance* of unreafonable feverity before 
you, as a caution not to trcat your fon with too 
much rigour and aufterity. Confider he is but a 
boy, and that there was a time when you were a boy 
too. In exerting therefore, the authority of a 
father, remember always that you are a man, and 
the parent of a man. « Farewel. 
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LETTER XIII. Yo QUADRATUS. 


H È pleafure and attention with which you 
read the vindication I publifhed-of * Helvi- 
dius, has extremely raifed your curiolity, it feems, 
to be informed of thofe particulars relating to that 
affair, which are not mentioned in the defence; as 
you were too young to be prefent yourfelf at that 
tranfaction. When Domitian was affaffinated, a glo- 
rious opportunity, I thought, offered itfelf of 
purfuing the guilty, vindicating the injured, and 
advancing my own reputation. But amidít an in- 
finite variety of the blackeft crimes, none appeared 
to me more atrocious, than that a fenator, of przto- 
rian dignity, and invefted with the facred charac- 
ter of ajudge, fhould, even in the very fenate itfelf, 
lay violent hands upon a member " of that auguft 
 affembly; upon one, who formerly had the honour 
of being conful, and who then ítood arraigned 
before him.  Befides this general confideration, I 
had likewife a particular intimacy with Helvidrs, 
as far as it was poflible to have with one, who 
fearing the tyranny of the times, endeavoured’ to 
veil 























"f He was accuféd of treafon, under pretence that in a dra- 
matic piece’which he compofed, he had, in the characters of 
Paris and Oenone, reflected upon Domitian for divorcing his 
wife Domitia. Suet. in vit. Domit. c. 10. 

E Helvidius. 


EX 
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veil the luftre of his fame, and his virtues, in 
obícurity and retirement. Arria likewife, and 
her daughter Fannia who was mother-in-law 
to Helvidius, were in the number of my friends. 
But it was not fo much private attachments, as 
the honour of the public, a juft indignation at 
the action, and the danger of the example if 
it fhould país unpunifhed, that animated me upon 
this occafion. At the firt reftoration of € li- 
berty, every man fingled out his particular enemy, 
(tho’ it muft be confeffed, thofe only of a lower 
rank) and in the midít of much clamour and con- 
fufion, no fooner brought the charge than procured 
the condemnation. But for myfelf, I thought 
it would have more the appearance of moderation 
as well as fpirit, not to take advantage of the 
general refentment of the public, but to crufh 
this criminal with the fingle weight of his own 
enormous guilt. When therefore the firft heat of 
public indignation began to cool, and declining 
paffion gave way to juftice, tho’ I was at that 
time under great affliction for the lofs of my 
«ifc I fent to Anteia, the widow of Helvidius, 
and defired her to come to me, as my late misfor- 
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* Upon the acceffion of Nerva to the empire, after the 
death of Domitian. 


4 Our author's firft wife: of whom we have no particular 
account. After her death he married his favourite Calphurnia. 
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tune prevented me from going abroad. When fhe 
arrived, I acquainted her with my intention not to 
fuffer the injuries her hufband had received, to 
país unrevenged ; and defired her to confult with 
Arria and Fannia (who were juft returned from 
exile) whether fhe and they would join with me 
in the profecution. Not that I wanted, I íaid,. 
an affociate, but that I was not fo jealous of my 
own glory, as to refufe to fhare it with them in 
this affair. She accordingly carried this meflage ; 
and they all agreed to the propofal without the 
leaít hefitatien. It happened very opportunely, 
that the fenate was to meet within three days. It 
was a general rule with me to confult, in all my 
affairs, with Corellius, a perfon of the greateft 
prudence and wiídom this age has produced. 
However in the prefent cafe, I relied entirely 
upon my own diícretion, being apprehenfive he 
would not approve of my defign, as he was of a 
very indecifive and cautious temper. But altho’ I did 
not previoufly deliberate with him, (experience 
havinz taught me, never to advife with a perfon con- 
cerningaqueíftion we have already determined, wher 

he has a right to expect that one fhall be decided py 
his judgment)-yet I could not forbear acquainting 
him with my refolution at the time I propofed to 
carry it into execution. The fenate being affembled, 


J cameinte the houfe, and begged I might have 
leave 
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leave to make a motion: which I accordingly did in 
few words, and with general affent. When I began 
to touch upon the charge and point oüt the per- 
fon I intended to accufe (tho' as yet without men- 
tioning him by name) I was attacked on all fides. 
* Let us know, fays one, who is the fubject of this 
extraordinary motion ? Who is it (afked another) 
that is thus accufed, without acquainting the 
* houle with his name, and his crime? Serely 
* (added a third) we who have efcaped the late 
* dangerous times, may expect now, at leaft, to 
** remain in fecurity." I heard all this with great 
calmnefs, and without being in the leaít terrified : 
fuch is the 'eflect of conícious integrity; and fo 
much difference is there with refpect to infpiring 
confidenceor fear, whether the world had only rather 
one fhould forbear a certain act, or abfolutely con- 
demns it. It would be too tedious to relate all that 
was thrown out by different fides upon this occafion. 
At length the conful acquainted me, that I fhould 
be at liberty to propofe what I thought proper, when 
my turn came to give my opinion upon the * bufi- 
refs gf the day. I shanked him for allowing me 

L 4 a liberty 
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e Fis very remarkable, that when any fenator was afked 
his opinion in the houfe concerning the bufineís in agitation, 
he 
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a liberty, which he never yet (I faid) refufed to any ; 


and fo fat down: when immediately the houfe went 


upon other affairs. 


In the mean while, one of my 


confular friends took me afide, and with great ear- 
neftnefs telling me he thought I had proceeded in 
this matter with more courage than prudence, ufed 
every method of reproof and perfuafion, to prevail’ 


with me to defift ; 


adding at the fame time, that 


I fhould certainly, if I perfevered, render myfelf 


obnoxious to fome future prince. 


* And fo be 


* it, (I returned) fhould he prove a bad one." 
He had fcarce left me, when a {fecond came 
up: ** for God's fake, faid he, what are you at- 
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tempting ? Why will you ruin yourfelf? Do 
you confider to what hazards you are expofed ? 
Why wil you prefume too much on the pre- 
fent fituation of public affairs, when it is fo un- 
certain what turn they may hereaftcr take ? You 
are attacking a man who is actually at the head 
of the treafury, and will fhortly be conful. Be- 
fides, do you confider what credit he has, and | 
with what powerful friendfhips he is fupport- 
ed?" Upon which he named a certain p^ 








fon, who (not without feveral unfavourable ru- 


mors) 


he had the privilege of fpeaking as long as he pleafed upon 


any other affair, bef 
in queftion. 


: héedelivered his fentiments on the point 
Aul. Gell. lib. 4. c. 10. 
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mors) ? was then at the head of a powerful army 
in the Faft. I replied, 


< All I've forefeen, and oft in thought revolv'd ^ 


<< and am willing, if fate fhall fo decree, to fuf- 
<< fer in an honeft act, provided I can draw ven- 
* geance down upon a moft infamous one." ‘The 
time for the membersto give their refpective opinions 
was now arrived. Domitius Apollinaris, the conful 
elect, fpoke firft ; after him Fabricius Vejento, then 
Fabius Pofthumius, Vectius Proculus next, (who 
married my wife's mother, and who was collegue 
of Publicius, Certus, the perfon on whom the 
debate turned) and laft of all Ammuus Flaccus. 
They all defended Certus, as if I had already ac- 
cufed him (tho' I had not yet fo much as once men- 
tioned his name) and entered upon his juftification, 
as if I had exhibited a fpecific charge. It 1s 
not neceffary to repeat, in this place, what they 
faid, having related it in their own words 131 the 
fpeech above-mentioned. -Avidius Quietus, and 
Cornutus ‘Tertullius anfwered them. ‘The former 
ed, * that it was extremely unjuft not to hear 

« the complaints of thofe who thought themfelves 
e injured, and therefore that Arria and Fannia 
* ought 




















2 Probably concerning his intentrons to employ his credit 
with the army, to be proclaimed emperor eitherimmediately, 
or on the death of Nerva. 

b JEneid. lib. 6. v. 105. 
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** ought not to be denied the privilege of laying 
* their grievances before the houfe ; and that the 
<< point for the confideration of the fenate was not 
<< the rank of the perfon but the merit of the 
<< caufífc." Then Cornutus rofe up and acquainted 
the houfe, ** that as he was appointed guardian to 
< thedaughter of Helvidius by the confuls, upon the 
* petition of her mother and her father-in-law, he 
« Thought himfelf obliged to fulfil the duty of his 
** truft. In the execution of which, however, he 
* would endeavour to fet fome bounds to his in- 
* dignation, by following that great example of 
< moderation which thofe excellent women * had 
* fet, who contented themíelves with barely in- 
* forming the fenate of the cruelties which Certus 
* committed in order to carry on his infamous 
* adulation. And therefore, he would only move, 
* that if a punifhment due to a crime fo noto- 
** -joufly known, fhould be remitted, that at 
** leaft Certus might be branded with fome mark 
* of the difpleafure of that auguft affembly.” Sa- 
trius Rufus fpoke next, and meaning to fteer 
a kind of middle courfe, exprefled hinizf*lf with 
much ambiguity. ** I am of opinion, faid he, 
** that great injuftice will be done to Certus, if he is 
<< not acquitted (for I do nov fcruple to mention 

" his 











Arria and Fannia. 
1^2 
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** his name, fince the friends of Arria and Fannia, 
<< as well as his own, have done fo too) nor indeed 
have we any occafion to be folicitous upon this 
account. We who think well of the man, fhall 
judge him with the fame impartiality as the reft- 
but if he is ‘innocent, as I hope he is, and fhall be 
glad to find, I think this houfe may very juftly 
deny the prefent motion, ’till fome charge fhall 
be proved againft him." Thus, according to 
the refpective order in which they were called * 
upon, they delivered their feveral opinions. When 
it came to my turn, I rofe up, and ufing the 
fame introduction to my fpeech as I have pub- 
lifhed in the defence, I replied to them feverally. 
It is furprifing with what an univeríal affent I was 
heard, even by thofe who juft before were loudeft 
 againít me: fuch a wonderful change was wrought 
either by the importance of the affair, the elo- 
quence of the fpeech, or the refolution of the ad- 
vocate. After I had finifhed, Vejento attegnpt- 
éd to reply ; but the general clamour not permit- 
ting him to proceed, ** I hope, conícript fathers, " 


“<< {aid 
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**In the early times of the republic they began, by afking 
the opinion of the Prizce of the tenate, and the reft went on 
each accqrding to his a e. Under the emperors, their will 
ferved as a rule: for as the prince prefided in the fenate, he 
demanded the opinion of him firt, whom he thought fit to 
Qe that henour: however, he more uíually begap with the 
coníuls. 


b The appellation by which the fenate was addrefled. 





ri e > 
v 7% AS y 
À "CE LH 
“Sg HY o! 


THE LETTERS. Book IX. 





156 


* faid he, you will not oblige me to implore 
< the affiftance of the ° Tribunes.” Immediately 
the tribune Murena cried out, ** You have 
* my leave, moft illuftrious Vejento, to go on.” 
But {till the clamour was renewed. [In the 
interval the conful order’d the houfe to divid«, 
and having counted the voices, diímiffed the ft- 
nate, leaving Vejento in the midit, {till attempt- 
ing to fpeak. Hie made great complaints of this 
affront (as he called it) applying the following 
lines of Homer to himfelf : 

















* Great perils, father, wait th’ unequal fight ; 
Jbofe younger champions will oppre/s thy might. 





There was fcarce a man in the fenate that did not 
embrace and kifs me, and all ftrove who fhould 
applaud me moft, for having with the utmoft 
hazard to myfelf, revived a cuftom fo long dif- 
ufed, of freely confulting the fenate upon affairs 
that concern the honour of the public; in a word, 
for having wiped off that reproach which was thrown 
upon it by the other orders in the “ate, ** that 
** the fenators mutually favoured the mein 

ee ael 








ħ The tribunes were magiftrates\ chofen at firft,out of the 
body of the commons, for the defenc.. of their liberties, and 
to interpofe in al griavances offered by tneir fupzeriors, Their 
authority. extended even to the deliberations of the fe--te 

* Diomed’s fpeech to Neftor, advifing him to retire from 
the field of battle. Iliad. iii. 102. Pope. 
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* their own body, while they were extremely fe- 
* vere in animadverting upon the reft* of their 
** fellow-citizens." All this was tranífacted in the 
abfence of Certus who kept out of the way 
either becaufe he fufpected fomething of this na- 
mire was intended to be moved, or (as was faid 
in his excufe) that he was really indifpofed. 
Caíar, however, did not refer the examinatipn 
of this matter to the fenate. But I obtained ne- 
verthelefs, what I aimed at, another perfon being 
appointed to fucceed Certus in the contulfhip, 
while the election of his collegue to that office 
was confirmed. And thus, the wifh with which’ 
I concluded my fpeech, was actually realized : 
** may he be obliged, faid I, to renounce under 
* a * virtuous prfnce, that reward he received 
* from an infamous one! "" Some time after, 
I recollected, as well as I could, the {peech E 
delivered upon this occafion; to which I made 
{ome additions. It happened (tho' indeed if had 
the appearance of being fomewhat more than 
cafaal) chat a few days after I had publifhed 
thia piece, Certus was taken ill and died. It was 





f2ported that his imagination was continually 
haunted with this a fair, and reprefented me always 
before 

^ iVeTva. 


! Domitian; by whom he had been appointed conful 
elect, tho’ he had not yet entered upon that office. 
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before his eyes, like a man that was purfuing him 
with a dagger. Whether there was any truth in 
this rumour, I will not venture to affrin; but for 
the fake of example, however, I could wifh it | 
might gain credit. And now I have fent you a 
letter, which (confidering it 1s but a letter) is as long; 
as the defence you fay you have read: but you 
maít thank yourfelf, for not being contented with 
fuch information as that piece could afford you. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER XIV. To TACITUS. 





H O’ you are by no means inclined to felf- 
admiration, yet, be affured, none of my 
writings are more fincerely the undiffembled dic- 
tates of my real thoughts, than thofe of which you 
are the fubject. Whether, indeed, Pofterity will, 
concern herfelf with either of us, I know not; but 
furely we deferve fome fmall regard leaft. I 
wil not fay upon account of our geniufes x nat 
would bg too vain a pretenfion) but from etr 
application, our labours, and that high reverence 
we pay to her. Proceed we ti.*a,.my friend, in 
the courfe we avè begun, which as it*kas con- 
ducted fome to the-brighteft eminences of Fame, 
fo 
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fo it has drawn forth many from filent obícurity 
into public notice and reputation. — Farewcl. 


LETTER XV. 37^oFarco. 





Retired to my villa at 'T'ufcum, with the hopes 

of paffing my time here, at leaft, in my own 
way: but that is a privilege, I find, I am not to 
enjoy even here ; fo greatly am I interrupted with 
the importunate complaints and petitions of my te- 
nants. I look over their papers with more reluc- 
tance than my own ; for, to confefs the truth, it is 
with great unwillingnefs I review even thefe. I 
am revifing, however, fome little orations ; an em- 
ployment which, after a length of time has inter- 
vened, is but of a very cold and unentertaining 
kind. In the mean while, my dometftic affairs are 
neglected as much as if I were abfent. Yet I fome- 
times fo far act the part of a careful mafter of a 
family, as to mount my horfe and ride about my 
farms, inftead of taking my exercife in the ° efla- 
fio. As fe? you, I hope you will'keep up your 
zoar old cuftom, and in return for this account of 
"rz; rural occupations, let us country folk know 
what is going forward in town. Farewel. 




















See p. 4. note © 
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Jo IVÍAMILIANUS. 





GETTER AVL 


T is no wonder the chace you mention afford- 

ed you infinite pleafure, fince ** the number of 
* the fain (to ufe your own hiftoricak expreMfion), 
“< was not to be counted ^." As for myfelf I have: 
neither leifure nor inciination for fports of that 
kind: not leifure, becaufe I am in the midft of 
my vintage ; nor inclination, becaufe it has proved 
an extreme bad one this feaíon. However, I fhall 
be able, I hope, to draw offíome new veríes, at 
leaft, if not new wine, for your entertainment, 
which (fince you requeft them in {dG agreeable a 
manner) I will not fail to fend- you, as foon as they 
{hall be thoroughly /ezz/eZ. . Farewel. 





LETTER XVII. Zo GENITOR. 


Hizve received your letter, in which you com- 
plain of being highly diíguíted lately at a 
very fpendid entertainment, by a fet of buf- 
foons, mummers, and wanton’ proftitutes, whe we=e 
playing their antic tricks ^ round the tablius. 
But 








a An exprefhon frequent among thc b-4arians in their 
deícriptions of batt*es. 
dò Thefe perfons were introduced at moft of the tables ot 


the great, for the purpofes of mirth and gaiety, and pera 
tute 
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But let me advife you to fmooth your brow a 
little. It is true, I admit nothing of this kind at 
my 


tuted an effential part in all polite entertainments among the 
Romans. It is furprizing how foon this great people fell off 
from their original feverity of manners, and were tainted with 
the falfe refinements of foreign luxury. Livy dates the rife of 
this, and other unmanly delicacies, from the conqueft of Scipio 
Afiaticus over Antiochus ; that 1s, when the Roman name 
had fcarce fubfifted above a hundred and fourfcore vears. 
* DLuxurie peregrine origo, fays he, exercitu Aftatico in urbem 
jnveéia eff. "This triumphant army catched, it feems, the con- 
tagious foftnefs of the people it fubdued ; and at its return to 
Rome, fcattered infection among their countrymen, which 
fpread by flow degrees, till it effected their total deftruction. 
Thus did eaftern luxury revenge itfelf on Roman arms! It 
may be wondered, that Pliny fhould keep his own temper, and 
check the indignation of his friends at a fcene, which was fit 
only for the difiolute revels of the infamous Trimalchio. But 
it will not, perhaps, be doing juftice to our author, to take an 
eítimate of his real fentiments upon this point, from the letter 
before us.  Genitor, it feems, was a man of ftriét, but rather 
of too auftere morals for the free turn of the age: emendatus 
ES gravis: paulo etiam borridior C9 durior ut in hac licentia 
temporum. [Ep. 3. L. 3.] But as there is a certain feafonable 
accommodation to the manners of the times, not only ex- 
tremely confiftent with, but highly conducive to the interefts 
of virtue, Pliny, probably, may affect a greater latitude than 
he in general approved, in order to draw off his frieffd from 
that {tiffnefs and unyielding difpofition, which might preju- 
dice thofe of a gayer turn againít him, and confequently 
leffen the bereficial influence of his virtues upon the world. 
A tate «.dif ingenious author, who has greatly diftinguifhed 
=" “nf in feveral branches of ufeful -and polite literature, 

f given us a reprefentation of one of thefe buffoons, from 
an antique in his collection : to which the reader is referred 
for a ftronger idea of the vitiated and low tadte of thofe, 
who cauld receive rom them any entertainment. See 
Middleton, Anti za £^». 9. fig. 2. 
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my own houfe; I indure tuon, however, without 
fhewing any diflike, wien I mect with them in 
other people's. ** And why then (you will be 
* ready to afk) not have them yourífíc-lf?" Be- 
caufe the geftures of the wanton, the pleafan- 
tries of the buffoon, or the extravagancies of the 
mummer, give me no pleafure, as they give me 
no iurprize. It is my particuiar taíte, you fee, 
not my judgment, tha: I picad againft them. And 
indeed, what numbers are there who think the 
entertainments which you and I moft delight 
in, are no better than impertinent follies! How 
many are there, who as foom as a reader, a 
lyrift, or a comedian is introduced, either take 
their leave of the company, or if they remain, 
fhew as much diflike to this kind of diver- 
fions, as you did at thofe monflers, as you call 
them! Let us bear therefore, my friend, with 
others in their amufements, that they, in return, 
may Shew indulgence to ours. Farewel. 








LETTER XVIII Zo SAnINUS. 
Y A ITH what care and attention you will 
read my works, and 1 ^w perfecthy trea- 
fure them in yur memory, your aetter 's a fufh- 


cient proof. Do you confider then, what a 
troublefome 
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troublefome affair you are bringing upon your 
hands, when you kindly entice me, by every 
friendly art, to communicate to you as many of 
them as poffible ? I cannot, certainly, refufe your 
requeft; but fhall comply with it, however, at 
different intervals, and obferve fome kind of regular 
fucceffion. For I would not by too copious and too 
frequent a fupply, over-burthen and confov:nd a 
memory, to which I already owe fo many acknow- 
ledgments; nor, in fhort, pour in fuch an unrea- 
fonable quantity at once, as to oblige it to difcharge 
what it had before receiv’d, in order to retain what 


fucceeds. Farewell. 


LETTER XIX. Zo RvuFo. 


OU have read, it feems, in a letter ° of 
mine, that Virginius Rufus direéted the fol- 
lowing lines to be infcribed upon his tomb ; 





Here Rufus lies, who Vindex’ arms withftood, 
Not fo, bimfelf, but for bis country’s good: 


for which you blame him, and think Frontinus 
acted much more reafonably, in foroidding any mo- 
nument whatloe" er to be erected to his memory : 
and in aie donclufion of yeur better you defire 

M 2 Iny 





To Albinus ; fee book 6. let. 1o. 
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my fentiments upon each. I loved them both; 
but I confefs I admired bim moít whom you con- 
demn ; and admired him to fuch a degree, that fo far 
from imagining I ever fhould have occafion to be- 
come his advocate, I thought he could never be 
fufhciently applauded. In my opinion, every 
man who has acted a great and diftinguifhed part, 
deferves not only to be excufed but approved, 
if he endeavours to fecure immortality to the 
fame he has merited, and defires to perpetuate 
an everlafting remembrance of himfelf, even by 
monumental infcriptions. Yet hardly fhall you find 
a man, who had performed fuch great atchievements, 
fo modeftly referved upon the fubject of his own 
actions, as Virginius was. I can bear him witnefs 
(and I had the happinefs to epjoy his intimate 
friendfhip) that I never but once heard him mention 
his own conduét ; and that was, in giving an ac- 
count of a converfation which pafled between him 
and Cluvius : ** You well know (faid Cluvius to 
« him) the fidelity required in an hiftorian; you 
«< will pardon me therefore, I hope, if you fhould 
<< meet with any thing in my works, that is not 
** agreeable to you." “O Cluvius, he repliea 














* can you, be ignorant that what I did, was in 
*« order that every man might ^njoy the Itberty 
* of writing whae he«pleaíed ?" But let us com- 

pare 
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pare Frontinus with him in that very in‘tance, 
wherein you think the former difcovered a more 
"nodeft and unoftentatious difpofition. He for- 
bade a monument to be erected to him, it 1s 
true; bur in what words? ** The expence of a 
* monument, fays he, is fuperfluous ; the remem- 
* brance of me will remain, if my actions deferve 
= at. Is there leis vanity, do you think, nus to 
proclaim to all the * world that his memory would 
remain ; than to mark upon a fingle tomb-ftone, 1n 
two lines, the actions one has performed ? It 1s not, 





however, my defign to condemn your favourite 
hero ; I only mean to defend Virginius : and what 
argument can be more prevailing with you, than 
one drawn from a comparifon between him and 
the perfon youeprefer? In my own opinion, in- 
deed, neither of them deferve to be condemned, 
fince they both purfued glory with the fame ardent 
paffion, altho’ by different roads: the former, in de- 
firing thole monumental honours he had *merited ; 
the latter, in feeming to defpife them. Fare- 
wel. 


It appears from hence, that this was not a teftamentary 


direction, but a declaration in fome werk which Frontinus 
had publifhed. 
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LETTER XX. To VENATOR. 





H E longer your letter was, fo much the 
more agreeable I thought it; efpeciaily as 
it turned entirely upon my works. I am not at all 
furprized you fhould find a pleafure 1n them, fince 
] know you have the fame affection for every thing 
that belongs to me, as you have for myíelf. — 

The getting in of my vintage (which tho’ it has 
proved but a flender one this feafon, 1s, however, 
more plentiful than I expected) particularly em- 
ploys me at prefent. If indeed I can with any pro- 
priety fay fo, who only gather a grape now and 
then, vilit the wine-prefs, tafte the mult in the vat, 
and faunter to my domeftics *; who being all en- 
gaged without doors, have wholly abandoned me 
to my Zecizrers and my fecretaries. Farewel. 








LETTER XXI. ZoSaABINIANUS. 


Y OUR freedman, whom. you lately men- 
. tioned to me with difpleafure, has been with 
me, and thvew.himfelf at my feet with as much 

fub- 


a The diftinction in the civil law between the /erwi Urbani 
ES Ruffici, is aliuded to in the original; but as we have not 
the fame among us, it is not poffible, perhaps, to preíerve 
this alluf »n, with propriety, in an .Englifh tranílation. 
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fubmiffion as he could have done at yours. He 
earneftly requefted me with many tears, and even 
with all the eloquence of filent forrow, to inter- 
cede for him; in fhort, he convinced me by his 
whole behaviour, that he fincerely repents of 
his fault. I am perfuaded he is thoroughly re- 


formed, becaufe he feems deeply fenfible of his 
guilt. I know you are angry with him, and I 
know it is not without reafon; but clem 2ncy. 
can never exert itfelf more laudably, than when 


there is the moft caufe for refentment. You 
once had an affection for this man, and, I hope, 


wil have again: in the mean while, let me only 
prevail with you to pardon him. If he fhould incur 
your difpleafure hereafter, you will have fo much the 
ftronger plea in excufe for your anger, as you fhew 
youríclf the more exorable to him now. Concede 
Íomething to his youth, to his tears, and to your own 
natural mildnefs of temper: do not make him un- 
eafy any longer, and I will add too, do not, make 
yourfelf fo; for aman of your benevolence of heart, 
cannot be angry without feeling great uneafinefs. I 
am afraid, were I to join my intreaties with his, I 
fhould feem rather to compel, than requeft you to 
forgive him. ‘Yet I will not fcruplé even to unite 
mine with his; and in fo much the ftronger terms, 


as I have very fharply and feverely reproved him, po- 
M4 fitively 





OF PLINY | 167 























168 THE LETTERS Book IX. 


fitively threatening never to interpofe again in his 
behalf. But tho’ it was proper to fay this to him, 
in order to make him more fearful of offending; I 
do not fay fo to you. I may, perhaps, again have 
occafion to intreat you upon his account, and again 
obtain your forgivenefs; fuppofing, I mean, his" 
fault fhould be fuch as may become me to inter- 
cede, and you to pardon. Farewel. 








LETTER XXII. To SEVERUS. 


Fi AVE been much alarmed by the ill ftate of 
health of Paffienus Paulus, as indeed I had 
many and juft reafons. He has a moft excellent 
and generous heart, of which I have the happinefs 
to fhare the warmeft friendfhip. “In his writings he 
very fuccefsfully emulates the ancients, whofe fpirit 
and manner he has clofely imitated and happily 
reftored ; efpecially that of Propertius, to whom he 
is no lefs related by genius, than by blood, as he 
particularly refembles that poet in his chief excel- 
lency. When you read his elegies, all that 1s ele- 
gant, tender, and agreeable, will confpire to charm 
you; and?yom will clearly difcover they are ani- 
mated with the congenial fpirit of Propertius. He 
has lately made fome, attempts of the lyric kind, in 
which he-as fuccefsfully copies the manner of Ho- 
race, 
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race, as he has that of the other poet juft mentioned. 
Y ou would imagine, were there fuch a thing as kin- 
dred in genius, that the blood of Horace likewife 
flowed in his veins. He difplays a moft wonderful 
compaís and pregnancy of imagination : when he 
defcribes the paffion of love, you perceive his heart. 
is entirely pofleffed by the moft tender fentiments ; 
when he paints the emotions of grief, you fee. his 
breaft 1s penetrated with the deepeft forrow ; when 
he enters upon topics of panegyric, it is with all 
the ardour of the warmeft benevolence ; when he 
diverts himfelf with fubjects of pleafantry, it is in 
the fpirit of the moft agreeable gaiety; in fhort, 
whatever kind of poetry he engages in, he exe- 
cutes it with fuch a maíterly hand, that one 
would imagine it was the fingle fpecies to which 
he had applied himfelf. The dangerous indifpofi- 
tion of fuch a friend and fuch a genius, occafion'd 
as much anxiety to me as it did pain to him. But 
at length £e is recovered, and my peace is reft®red : 
an event which deferves your congratulation, not 
only for my fake, but for the fake of learning itfelf, 
which was expofed to as great a hazard by his 


dapger, as it will receive glory by his recovery. 
Farewel. 

















MAXIMUS. 


LETTER XXIII. Zo 


"F has frequently happened when I have been 
pleading before the centumwviri, that thofe vene- 
rable judges, after having preferved as much as 
poffible the gravity and folemnity fuitable to their 
chiracter, have at length been forced, as it were, to 
break thro’ all reftraints, and have rifen up, with one 
confent, in my applaufe. I have often likewife gain- 
ed as much glory in the fenate, as my utmoft wifhes 















| He informed me, 
that at the laft Circenfian games, he fat next to a 
Roman knight, who after much difcourfe had pafi~ 


ed between them upon various points of learning, 
afked him if he was an Italian, or a provincial ? 


Tacitus replied, ** Your acquaintance with litera- 
* ture muft have informed you who I am." Ay! 
faid the knight, ** Pray then is it Tacitus or Pliny f 
* am talking with ?" I cann®t exprefs how highly I 
am pleafed to find that our names are not fo much 
the proper appellatives of men, as a kind of dif- 
tinction for learning herfelf ; and that eloquence 
renders us known to thofe, who would be ignorant 
of us by any other means. An accident of the fame 

m nature 
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nature happened to me a few days ago. Fabius 





Rufinus, a perfon of diftinguifhed merit, was placed 
next to me at table ; and below him a countryman 
of his, who was juft then come to Rome for the 
firft time. Rufinus defired his friend to take no- 
tice of me, and fell into a converfation concerning 
the object of my ftudies: to whom the other im- 
mediately repli ci, * That muft undoubtedly the 
* be Pliny." To own the truth I look upon thete 
inftances as a very confiderable recompence of my 
labours. Had Demoithenes reaion to be pleafed with 
the old woman of Athens crying out, * ** This is 
«< Demofthenes1’” and may I not be allowed to 
congratulate myfelf upon the extenfive reputation 
my name has acquired ? Yes, my friend, Il will re- 
joice in it, and withoat fcruple confefs that I do. 
As I only mention the judgment of others, not my 
own, 


2 The ftory as related by Tully, 1s this: Demofthenes 
met an old woman carrying a pail of water, upon which fhe 
whilffce.s to her companion, -** This is Demotthenes !’’ I 
muft not, however, conceal from the reader, tnat ‘Tully con- 
demns the Grecian orator for being pleaied upon this occa- 
fion, and accounts for it in the true ípirit of genuine philo- 
fophy *, apud alios logui wvidelicet didicerat, non multum ipfe 
fecum: he had learnt the art of talking to others, but was 
unacquainted, it feems, with the moft inftructive of all arts, 
the art of /e/f-converje> a little of this home-philofophy 
would have taught him, in the judgment of Tully, to rate 
vulgar admiration at a lower value. 


" I ufc, l. be 
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own, I am not afraid of incurring the cenfure of 
vanity ^; efpecially from you, who, as you envy 
no 





b 'Thofe who have formed their notions of modeffy according 
to the falfe refinements in manners whiche latter times have 
introduced, will take offence, probably, at the advantageous 
terms, in which Pliny here, and in íome other paflages of 
thefe letters, fpeaks of himíelf. But it will not be juft to 
eftimate our author's character, by maxims which have been 
. ceived in the world long fince he left it. It is moft certain 
that modeíty, according to the idea the ancients had of it, 
did not (neither in the truth of things does it) forbid a man 
to fpeak well of himfelf, where he has merit to fupport the 
charaéter he claims. ‘True modeíty confifted only (as indeed 
it ought only to confit) in being afbamed to commit any 
thing bafe and unworthy; any thing unbecoming the dig- 
nity of human nature; any thing in defiance of that re- 
verence we owe to ourfelves, and to that rank we hold in the 
order of rational beings: fhe was in fhort the cuftos wvirtutum 
omnium, as "Tully emphatically calls her, the guardian and 
protectrefs of the whole train of human virtues. Pliny, who 
often recommends modeffy as one ef the moft fhining virtues 
in others, could never have fpoken thus favourably of his own 
merit, if it had been contrary to the received notions of that 
moft amiable quality. And that it was not, is extremely evi- 
dent from the whole tenor of antiquity in the article of felf- 
commendation. Homer’s Ulyffes (to borrow the obfervation 
of a very polite and judicious critic) ** calls himfelf the wz/e/? 
<< of the Grecians, as his Achilles does not fcruple to repke- 
<< fent himfelf the 2e/7 and moft valiant of them ; and that 
<< too in a council of all the princes: Virgil has given us 
<< his approbation of both the ene and the other, in making 
Æneas talk frequently of his own piety and valour. So- 
*« crates in Plato, 1s always brought in to hie advantage ; he 
«< himfelf quotes the oracle, which pronounced hint to be 
<< the «u//2/? of men. Xenophon reprefents Cyrus, upon his 
«** death-bed, as taking notice of the greateít beauty of his 
<< own character, his humanity ; in a piece which every one 
<< knows was defigrfed for the character of a perfect prince. 
** Creefae and the great Jewifh writer of his own life frequently 
** commend themíelves : -ba greateít critic, as well as the 
<< greateít ^o-ator among tne Romans, who fo often reckons 
‘© Vode/ftummong the things which mre moft neceffary toward 

| ** rendering 
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no man's reputation, fo you are particulz!iy zea- 
lous for mine. Farewel. 


LETTER XXIV. Zo SABINTANUS. 


Greatly approve of your having, in compliance 
with my* letter, received again into your fa- 
mily and favour, a difcarded freedman, whom you 
once admitted into a fhare of your affeétion. Thos 
placability will afford you, I doubt not, great fatif- 
faction : it certainly at leaft has me, both as a proof 
that you are capable of being governed in your paf- 
fion, and as an inítance of your paying fo much re- 
card to me, as to yield either to my authority, or to 
my requeft. You will accept, therefore, at once, 
both of my commendation and my thanks. At 
the fame time I muft advife you, to be difpofed for 
the future to pardon the faults of your people, tho' 
there fhould be none to intercede in their behalf. 
Farewel. 





** rendering a man great in his profeffion; how open and 
Ff trequent is he in praifing himfelf, and fetting his own 
** merit in a true light? Bat what puts this beyond difpute 

(and fhews at the fame time, that a juit commendat of 
one’s {elf may be very confiftent with the greateft mudetity) 
is to be found in the facred writings, in which Mofes fays 


<< of himfelf, that he was the mecehkef? man upon earth.” Eflay on 
«sc Pope’s Odyf. pt. 1. 52. 


a Bee Let, 2r of this book. 
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LETTER XXV. do MAMILIANUS. 


H O’ you complain of the crowd of military 
occupations which prefs upon you, yet, as if 





you were enjoying the moft uninterrupted leifure, 
you read and admire, it feems, my poetical trifles, 
and not a little encourage me {till to perfevere in 
tiem. I begin, indeed, to purfue this kind of 
ftudy, not only with a view to my amufement, but 
my reputation, fince they have approved themfelves 
to the judgment of a man of your dignity and 
learning, and what is more, of your fincerity. At 
prefent I have fome bufinefs in the courts of law, 
which takes up a little of my time; but as foon as 
I {hall have difpatched it, I will again truft my mufe 
to your candid bofom. You will fuffer my little 
doves and íparrows to take wing among your 
eagles *, if you fhould have the fame good opinion 
of them as they have of themfelves; if not, you 
wil kindly confine them to their cage and thewr 
nefts. | Farewel. 





a Alluding to the Roman ftandard, which was an eagle fix'd 
upon the top of a fpear. | 
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T,ETTER XXVI. Zo Lvuvrrencvus. 


Said once (and I think not improperly) of a 

certain arator of the prefent age, whofe com- 
pofitions are extremely regular and correct, but by 
no means animated and fublime, ** His only fault 
« is, that he has none." Whereas he who is pof-+ 
feffed of the true fpirit of oratory, fhould be bald 
and daring ; fhould fometimes rife above the precife 
limits of common rules; and frequently foar even 
to dangerous heights: for danger is generally near 
whatever is towering and exalted. ‘The Plain, ’tis 
true, affords a fafer, but for that reafon a more 
humble and inglorious path: they who run, are 
more likely to ftunmfble than they who creep; but 
the latter gain no honour by not flipping, while the 
former even fall with glory. It 1s with eloquence 
as with fome other arts; fhe is never more pleafing 
than when fhe rifks moft. Have you not obferved 
what acclamations our rope-dancers excite, at the 
inftant of imminent danger? Whatever is moft 
furprizingly hazardous, or as the Greeks better ex- 
prefs it, whatever is moft perilous, moft exeites our 
admiration. The pilot’s fkill is by no means 
equally proved ina calm, as in a ftorm: in the 
farmer cafe he tamely enters fhe port, unmoticed 
2 and 
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and unapplauded ; but when the cordage cracks, 
the maft bends, and the rudder groans, then it is 
that he fhines in all his glory, and 1s hailed as little 
inferior to a fea-god. ‘The reafon of making thefe 
obíervations is, becaufe, if I muiftake not, you 
have marked fome paffages in my writings for be- 
ing tumid, exuberant, and over-wrought, which 
in my eftimation, are but fully adequate to the 
ida, or boldly fublime. It is material therefore 
to confider, whether your criticiím turns upon 
fuch points as are real faults, or only ftriking and 
remarkable expreffions. Whatever is elevated is 
fure to be obferved ; but it requires a very nice 
judgment to diftinguifh the bounds between true 
and falfe grandeur; between a juft and enormous 
height. ‘To give an inftance out of Homer, both 
of the grand and elevated ítyle, in the following 
lines, which can fcarcely, I imagine, have efcaped 
any reader's obfervation ; | 





Heav'n in loud thunder bids tbe trumpet found; 
And wide beneath them groans the rending ground 





Again, 
Reclin'áà on clouds bis feed and armor lay” 


So 


Iliad. xxi. 387. Pope's tranf. 
Iliad. v. 356. freaking of Mars. 
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So in this wnole palage : 


* als torrents roll, increas d by numerous rills, 
Tub rage impetuous down their echoing bills, 


Kufh to the vales, and pour’d along tbe plain, 


Rear throaad thoufand channels to the main. 


it requires, I fay, a very delicate hand to poife thefe 
metaphors, and determine whether they are too 
figurative and pompous, or truly majeftic and íf ıb- 
lime. Not that I think any thine which I have 
written or can write, admits of comparifon with 
thefe. I am not extravagant enough to entertain 
fo proud an opinion: what I would be under- 
ftood to contend for is, that we fhould throw 
up the reins to eloquence, nor curb the fpirited 





exertions 


o-— 


€ Iliad. 4. v. 452 2ope's tranfl. It is with great judgment 
Pliny diftinguifhes between grandeur and elevation, which, tho" 
they are fometimes confounded, are moft certainly diítinct. 
Grandeur feems to confif entirely in the fentiment, and is 
the firit of the five fpecies of fublimity which * Longinys has 
enumerated. ‘The paffage that admired critic quotes from the 
account which Mofes gives of the creation, is of this kind: 
trod ,aid, Let there be Light; and there was Light. Were is no- 
thing ia the expreffion ornamented or elevated ; the language 
1s plain and fimple, yet conveys to the mind the nobleft idea 
of omnipotence that the utmoft efforts of the ftrongeft imagi- 
naticn can conceive. But when a fublime thought is cloathed 
(if I may fo fay) in all the graceful propriety of juít figure, it 
then bccomes elevated. ‘The illuftrations which ‘our author. 
prod:.ces from Homer, are of this fort, where greatnefs of. 
fent.ment is heightened by beauty of imagery. 
Sec $. 
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exertions of genius by too much reftraint. But 
it will be faid, perhaps, there is a wide difference 
between orators and poets. As if Tully were 
not as bold in his figures as any of the poets! 
Not to mention particular inftances from him, 
in an article concerning which, I imagine, there 
can be no difpute ; does * Demofthenes himfelf, 
that model and ftandard of true oratory, does De- 
mcfthenes check and reprefs the fire of his indigna- 
tion, in that well-known paffage which begins thus: 
<< Ye infamous flatterers, ye evil genii, &c. °° — 
And again, * It is neither with ftones nor bricks 
* that I have fortified: this city, &cc."— And after- 
wards ; ** I have ¢thrownz up thefe out-works before 
* Attica, and pointed out to you all the refources 
« which human prudence can fuggeft, &c." — And 
in another place; “ O my Countrymen, I {wear by 
< the immortal Gods, that he is zvtoxicated with the 
** fpirit of his own magnanimous actions, Gc. —- 
Butewhat can be more daring and beautiful than 


that 


2 The defign of Pliny in this letter is, to juftify the figura- 
tive expreffions he had employed, probably in fome oration, 
by inítances of the fame warmth of colouring from thole great 
matters of eloquence, Demofthenes and his rival {cHines. 
But the force of the paffages which he produces from thele 
orators, muit neceffarily be greatly weakened to a mere mo- 
dern reader, fome of them being only hinted at, as genzrally 
well known; a d thé metaphors in feveral of the others, 
have either loft much of their original fpirit and boldnefs, by 
being introduced and re ived in common language, or can- 
noi, perhaps, ba erelervea in an Englifh tranflation. 
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that long digreffion, which begins in this manner : 
* A terrible difeafe, O my countrymen, has feized 
* apon all Greece, &c. ?"—'The following paffage 
liiewife,tho' fomewhat fhorter, 1s conceived in the 
faras hoidnefs of metaphor : —** Then it was I rofe 
* up in oppofition to the daring Pytho, who poured 
* forth a torrent of menaces againft you, &c."—. 
The fubfequent ítricture is of the fame ftan p: 
* When a man has ftrengthened himfelf, as Philip 
* has, by rapine and wickednefs, upon the firft 
~ pretence that offers, at the firlt impolitic tep; 
* be it ever fo inconfiderable, he briftles up bis mane 
** and feizes all, &c."—So in the fame ftile with 
the foregoing is this :—** Railed off; as it were, 
** from the privileges of fociety, by the concurrent 
** and juft judgments of the three tribunals in the 
* city."—JAnd ir the fame place: ** O Ariftogi- 
* ton! you have Setrayed that mercy which ufed 
<< to be fhewn to offences of this nature, or rather 
* indeed, you have wholly deffroyed it. In ‘Vain 
** then would you flee for refuge to a port, which 
<< you have fhut up, and choaked with piles.’’>—He 
had faid before ; ** I am afraid therefore, you fhould 
* appear in the judgment of fome, to have ereed 
* a public feminary of faction: for there is a 
* wZikneís in all wickednefs, whick renders it 
* pt to betray itfelf !"— And à littke lower; “I 

Naa “< fee 
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* fee none of thefe refources open to him; but all 
“is grecipice, gulph, and profound abyfs. — And 
again: ** Nor do I imagine that our anceftors “n- 
<< ftituted thofe courts of judicature, that men of 

** his character fhould be planted there; but 
** contrary, eradicated, that none may emulate their 
* evil actions."— And afterwards: * If he is then 
< the artificer of every wickednefs, if he openly 
** makes it his trade and traffic, & c." — And a thou- 
fand other paffages which I might cite to the fame 
purpofe ; not to mention thofe expreffions which 
fEfchines fays, are not words, but wonders.— 
You will tell me, perhaps, I have ynwarily men- 
tioned ZEíchinces, fince Demof{thenes ts condemn’d 
even by him, for running into thefe figurative ex- 
prefhons. But obferve, I intréat you, how far íu- 
perior the former orator is to his criticizer, and 
fuperior too in. the very paflages to which he ob- 
jects ; for in others, the ftrength of his genius dit- 
covers itfelf ; in thofe above quoted, the fublimity 
of it fhines out. But does Æfchines himfelf avoid 
that mode of rhetoric which he reproves in Demolit- 
henes? < Ihe orator," lays he,'* © ye Athenians, 
* and the law, ought to /peak the fame lan- 
* guages but when the voice of the law de- 
* clares one thing, and that of the orater ano- 
‘ther. we fheuld give our vote to the juftice of 
the law, not to the impudence of the orator." — 
And 
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And in another place: ** He afterwards maai- 
* feftly difcovered the defign he had, of con- 
* cealing his fraud under cover of the decree, hav- 
* ine exprefsly declared therein, that the embafia- 
** dors fent to the Oretz gave the five talents, not 
* to you, but to Callias. And that you may be 
* convinced what I fay is the truth (after having 
‘© Jfüripped the decree of its gallies, its trim, and 
** its arrogant oftentation) read the claufe itfelf."—— 
And in another part: “ Suffer Lim not to break 
* cover and efcape out of the limits of the quef- 
* tion.” A metaphor he is fo fond of, that he re- 
peats it again: ** But remaining firm and confi- 
* dent in the affembly, drive him into the merits of 
* the queftion, and obferve well how he doubles." —— 
Is his flile more referved and fimple, when he fays: 
* But you are fer ever wounding our ears, and are 
<< more concefned in tbe fuccefs of your daily ha- 
* rancues, than for the falvation of the city." — 
What follows is conceived in a yet higher ftgain of 
figure: ** Will you not expel this man as the 
't common calamity of Greece ? will you not {eize 
* and punifh this pirate of the ftate, who Jails about 
*« in queft of favourable conjunctures? &c. — 
with many other pafíages of the like nature. 
And now I expect you will make the fame attacles 
' pon certain expreffions in this letter. as you did upch 
IN 3 theífíe 
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thofe I have been endeavouring to defend. The 
rudder that ¢reavs, and the pilot compared to a feaz- 
god, will not, I fuppofe, efcape your criticilm : far I 
perceive, while I am fuing for indulgence to my 
former ftile, 1 have fallen into the fame kin of S- 
gurative diction which you condemn. Sut attack 
them if you pleafe, provided you will immediately 
appoint a day when we may meet to difculs thefe 
matters in perfon: you will then, either teach se to 
be lefs daring, or I fhall learn you to be more bold. 


Farewel. 


LETTER XXVII. Zo LATERANUs. 


” Have had many occafions to obferve the powcr, 
the dignity, the majefty, and I will add too, 
even the divixe efficacy there is a hiftory ; but I 
never met with fo ftrong an inftance ef it as lately. 
An author had recited part of an hiftorical per- 
formamgce, which he had drawn up with the utmotft 
regard to truth, referving the remainder for ano- 
ther reading. When behold! the friends of a cer- 
tain perfon came to him, and earneftly conjured 
him not tò récite the refed fo much were they 
afhamed to hear thofe actions repeated, which yet 
they did not blufh to commit ? The hiftorian eam- 


pled with their requeft; as he honourably migh. 
Never- 








9 
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Neverthelefs, both the hiftory and the action full re- 
main, and will ever remain and be read. «It will be 
reed too with fo much the greater curiofity, as the 
publication 1s delayed: for nothing raifes the in- 
qufitye difpofition of mankind fo much, as to de- 
fer its gratification. Farewel. 





LETTER XXVIII. Zo Romanus. 


/ OUR letters have at length reached me, 
and I received three at once; all moft ele- 
gantly written, and in the warmeit foirit of friend- 
{hip ; in fhort, fuch as I had reafon to expect from 
you, efpecially after having wifhed for them fo long. 
In one, you enjoin me the very agreeable commif- 
fion of forwarding your letter to that excellent lady, 
the virtuous ^ P';tina: I will take care to do fo. 


N 4 At 








2 Plotina was confort to the emperor Trajan. Her virtues 
are celebrated by feveral hiftorians, and our author draws a 
mofl amiable character of her in few words, in his noble * pa- 
negyric upon that prince. Hereprefents her (and he could not 
give a higher idea of her) as meriting the choice of that excel- 
lent emperor; of a fanctity of manners worthy of ancient 
Rome ; plain in her habit, modeft in her eqvipage, and polite 
in her addrefs. She greatly contributed, it is + faid, to the 
wife choice which Trajan made of a fucceffor ; and Adrian, in 
gratitude for her good offices to him in that election, dedicated 
a mamprificent temple to her memory, at Nifmes in Langue- 
dct; the remains of which are ftill to be § feen. 


3* Eins Paneg. No. 33. T Eutrop. Es. "evo. 
S Montfauc. Diar. p. 4. 
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At the fame time you recommend to me Po- 
pilius Artemifius; and accordingly I have pei- 
formed your requctt. 
vintage has proved extreinely moderate. — 7^har 





You tel me alfo taur 


complaint, notwithítanding we are fenstat 

luch diftant countries, is coinmon to us both. 
Your fecond letter informs me, that you arc 
employed in d:ctating and writing upon a fubject, 
wherein you have me ftronely in view. I am 
much obliged to you; and fhould be more fo, 
if you would give me the pleafure of reading 
your performance. It is but juít indeed, that 
as I communicate to you all my .compofitions, 
you fhould fuffer me to partake of yours, even 
tho’ they fhould turn upon fubjects which con- 
cern others. You promife me in the clofe of 
this letter, that as foon as you fhall be inform- 
ed with certainty, in what manner intend to dif- 
poíe of myíelf, you will make an elopement from 
your family, and immediately fly to me: I am 
already preparing certain chains for you, which, 
when I have you here, you will by no means be 
abie to break. I learn from your third, that 
my oration in behalf of Clarius has been deli- 
vered to you, and that it appears more full than 
when you heard it pronounced. It is fo, Í wn- 
Tís: far I afterwards verv confiderably enlarged 


it. 
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it. You mention having fent me another letter, 
which you fay was written with peculiareconfidera- 
tcn, and defire to know if I have received it: I 
have not, but impatiently wait its arrival. In the 

wile write to me by every opportunity, and 
pay me for this delay with intcreit, which I bzi 
compute at the highelt rate: for tell me, can you 
expect L ínould acquit you upon cheaper terms 2 
farewell, | 


LET TBR AAA. Wo ldOcsikTICU S, 
a S it 1s better to excel in any fingle art, than 
| to arrive only at mediocrity in feveral; fo, 
a moderate {kill in feveral is to be preferr'd, 


where one canrot attain to perfection in any. 
Upon this maxim it 1s, that I have attempted com- 





pofitions of various forts, as I could not exp-ét to 
carry any particular one to its higheft pointeof ex- 
cellency. I hope, therefore, when you read any 
performance of mine, you will confider it with that 
indulgence which is due to an author, who has not 
confined himfelf to a fingle fubject, but hes ftruck 
out into different kinds of compofition. In every 
other: fort of workmanfhip, the number plea,'s 
‘ame excufe for the deficiencies af the artift; ?: 
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fhall works of literature, the moft difncul: of all 
others, be.tried by a feverer law? But whilft I am 
befpeaking your candour, am I not bringing ny 
gratitude in queftion? For, if you receive mefe 
laft pieces with the fame indulgence that yga have 
all my former, I have more reafon to hope for 
your praife, than to fue for your pardon: your 
pardon, however, will be fufficient. Farewel. 


LETTER XXX. Zo GEMINIvs. 


Y OU have frequently in converfation, and 
lately in a letter, commended your friend 
Nonius to me for his great liberality to certain 
particular perfons: I fhall join with you in ap- 
plauding him, if his bounty ts not confined to 
thofe only whom you mention. ] would have Him 
who defires to {hew himíelf influenced by a fpirit 
of true generofity, be liberal to his country, his 
kindred, his relations, and his friends; his friends, 
I mean, in diftreís: not like thofe who chiefly 
beftow their prefents, where,there is the greateft 
ability to make returns. I do not look upon fuch 
men as parting with any thing of their own; «n 
the contrary, I confider their bounties as only fo 
r^any difguifed baits, thrown out with a defigm of 
c:tching the property of others. Much of thc. 

fame 
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fame character are thofe, who take from one man 
in order to beftow on another, and ann at a re- 
pxtation for munificence by fordid means. ‘The 
fir and fundamental principle of genuine li- 
bemang4 is to be contented with one's own; and 
after that, to cherifh and embrace all the moft in- 
digent of every kind, in one comprehenfve circle 
of general benevolence. If your friend obferves 
this rule in its full extent, he is entirely to be com- 
mended; if he only partially purfues it, ftill he de- 
ferves (in a lefs degree indeed, however, he de- 
ferves) praife: fo uncommon is it to meet with 
an inftance of generofity even of the moft imper- 
fect kind! The luft of avarice has fo totally feized 
upon mankind, that their wealth feems rather to 
poffefs them, thar they to poffefs their wealth. 


P arewel. 





LETTER XXXI. Zo SARDUS. 


Still continued to enjoy your company, even 
after we had parted: for I entertained myfelf 


with reading your bəok. And I frequently pe- 
rufed, with particular complacency, (I honeítly own 
it) thofe paflages of which I am the fubjee&t : a fub- 
ject upon which, indeed, you have been’ extremely 
copious. With what a variety of expreffion, anc 


ii how many different lights have you pleged tb: 
larie ` 
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{fume fentiments concerning the fame perfen ? Will 
you fuffere me to mingle my applaufes with my 
acknowledgments ? I can do neither, fufüciently ; 
and if I cculd, chere would be fomething, I fean of 
vanity, in making tnat the fubject of myryraikes 
which is, in truth, the object of my thanks. I will 
only add then, that I thought your compliments to 
me,.raií.d the merit of your performance; as the 
merit of your performance heightened the pleafure 
of your compliments. Farewel. 


LETTER XXXII. Fo TITIANUS, 


H AT are you doing? And what do you 

propofe to do? as for myfelf, I pafs my 
hfe in the molt agreeable, that is, in the moit dil- 
engaged manner imaginable. 1. do not find my- 
felf therefore in the humour to writt .a long letter, 
tho' I am to read one. lam too much a man of 
indolence for the former, and juft idle enough for 
the latter: for none are more indolent, you know, 
than your fine gentlemen, or have more curiofity 
than thofe who have nothing to do. Farewel. 








LET- 
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LETTER XXXIII. Zo Caninivs. 


T HAVE met with a ftory, which tho’ it is at= 
—  thentteated by undoubted evidence, has all the 
air of fable, and would afford avery proper fubjeét 
for the exercife of your truly poetical and fublime 
genius. It was related to me the other day at 
table, where the converfation happened to turn 
upon various kinds of extraordinary events. The 
perfon who gave the account, was a man of unfuf- 
pected veracity :— but what has a poet to do with 
truth ? However, you might venture to rely upon 
his teftimony, even tho’ you had the character of a 
faithful hiftorian to fupport. ‘There is in Africa 
a town called Hippo, fituated not far from the 
fea-coaít: it ft-ads upon a navigable lake, from 
whence a rper runs into the main ocean, and ebbs 
and flows with the fea. Perfons of all ages divert 
themfelves here with fifhing, failing or fwiniming ; 
efpecially boys, whom love of play and idlenefs 
bring hither. The conteft among them is, who 
{hall have the glory of fwimmung fartheft ;. and he 
that leaves the fhore and his companions at the 
grcateft diftance, gains the victory. It happened 
1 one of thefe trials of fkill, that a certain bey, 
more bold than the reft, launched. out towards ‘he 
Oppr site 
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oppofite fhore. He was met by a dolphin *, who 
fometimes fwam before him, and fometimes behind 
him, then played round him, and at laft took hrm 
upon his back, then fet him down, and afterwards 
took him up again; and thus he carricd che poor 
frighted boy out into the deepeft part; when im- 
mediately he turns back again to the fhore, and 
lands him among his companions. ‘The fame of 
this remarkable event fpread thro' the town, and 
crowds of people flocked round the boy (whom 
they viewed as a kind of prodigy) to afk him quet- 
tions and hear him relate the ftory. “The next day 
the fhore was lined with multitudes of Ípectators, 
all attentively obferving the ocean, and (what in- 
deed is almoft itfelf an ocean) the lake. In the 
mean while the boys fwam as uf al, and among the 
reft, the youth I am fpeaking of went into the lake, 
but with more caution than before. ‘The dolphin 
again appeared and came to the boy, who together 
with his companions fwam away with the utmoft 
precipitation. “The dolphin, as it were, to iñ- 
vite and recal them, leaped and dived up and 
down, darting about in a thoufand different con- 
volutions. This he practifed for feveral days toge- 

ther, 


'* This animal is celebrated by feveral of the ancients for 
its philantrkropy, and Pliny the elder in particular, relates 
this very ftory, among other ivitances, in confirmation of that 
noti; 3. See Plin. hifi. nat. l. g. c. 8. 
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ther, till the people (accuftomed from their in- 
fancy to the fea) began to be afhamed of their 
timidity. They ventured, therefore, to advance 
nea:ser, playing with him and calling him to them, 
"his be in return, fuffered hunfelf to be touched 
and ftroked. Ufe rendered’ them more coura- 
geous: the boy, in particular, who firft made 
the experiment, fwam by the fide of him, and 
leaping upon his back, was carried about in that 
manner: thus they gradually became acquainted 
and delighted with each other. There feemed now, 
indeed, to be no fear on either fide, the confi- 
dence of the one and tamenefs of the other mu- 
tually increafing; the reft of the boys in the mean 
while furrounding and encouraging their compa- 
nion. It is very remarkable, that this dolphin 
was followed by “a fecond, which feemed only as a 
fpectator and attendant on the former; for he did 
not at all fubmit to the fame familiarities as the 
firít, but only conducted him backwards and for- 
wards, as the boys did their comrade. But what is 
farther furprifing, and no lefs true than that which 
I have already relatéd, is, this dolphin who thus 
played with the boys and carried them upon his 
back, would conre upon the fhore, dry nimíelf in 
the fand, and as foon as he grew warm, roll back: 


into the fea. | Octavius Avitus, deputy governo: 
"P a 
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of the province, actuated by an abfurd piece of fuper- 
ftition, poured ° fome precious ointment over him 
as he lay on the fhore: the novelty and ímell ef 
which made him retire into the ocean, ang it 
was not till after feveral days that he wae (een. 
acain, when he appeared dull and languid ; how- 
ever he recovered his ftrength, and continued his 
ufual playful tricks. All the magiftrates round the . 
country flocked hither to view this fight; the en-. 
tertainment of whom upon their arrival, and dur- 
ing their ftay, was an additional expence, which 
the flender finances of this little community would 
ill afford; befides, that the quiet and retirement 
of the place was utterly deftroyed. It was 
thought proper therefore to remove the occafion 
of this concourfe, by privately kelling the poor dol- 
phin. And now, with what a flow of tendernefs 
wil you dceícribe this affecting cateftrophe! and 
how 








b It was a religious ceremony practifed by the ancients, to 
pour precious ointments upon the ftatues of their gods: Avitus, 
it is probable, imagined this dolphin was {fome fea-divinity, 
and therefore expreffed his veneratica of him by the folemnity 
of a facred unction. 

c The overflowing humanity of Pliny’s temper breaks out 
upon ail ocvafions, but he difcovers it in nothing more ftrongly 
than by the impreffion which this little ftory appears to have 
ri2de upon him. ‘True benevolence, indeed, extends itfelf 
tiro? the whole compaís of exiftence, and fympathizes with 
te diftrefs of every creature capable of fenfation, em 

minds 
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how will your genius adorn and heighten the 
moving ftory! Tho’, indeed the fubject-does not 
reauire any fictitious embellifhments ; it will be 
fuficient to defcribe the fact in all its real circum- 
{tances.  Farewcl. 


LETTER XXXIV. Zo 'TRANQUuILLUS. 


Am under a wonderous difficulty, which you 

muft fettle. I have not, I am told, a good 
manner of reading veríes: as my talent lyes chiefly 
in reciting orations, I fucceed fo much the worfe, it 
leems, in poetry. I defign therefore, as I am en- 
gaged to recite fome poems to my particular friends, 
to make ufe of my freedman forthat purpofe. It is 
an inftance, I own, cf my treating them with little 
ceremony, that I affign this bufinefs to a perfon 
who is not himfcif very expertinit. However, he 
VUL. LL O will 





minds may be apt to confider a compaffion of this inferior kind, 
as an inítance of weaknefs ; but it is undoubtedly the evidence 
of anoble nature. Homer thought it not unbecoming the cha- 
racter even of a Hero, to meit into tears at a dittrefs ot this fort, 
and has given us a moit amiab'e and affecting picture ot Ulyfles 
weeping over his faithful dog Argus, when he expires at his feet: 


auTae o vocQiy s2wv c. 7ro op E ov To darfu. 
Pio Aabwy Evuaæior. 
Luft pity touch’d the mighty mafter’s foul; 
Adown bis cheek the tear unbidden ftole, 
Stole unperceiv’d; be turn'd bis head and dry’d... 
Wie drop humez3. 
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will perform, I am fure, better than I can, provided 
his fears do not difconcert him; for he is as novel a 
lecturer as I am a poet. Now the important qucí- 
tion is, how I fhall behave while he is reading; 
whether I fhall fit in a fix’d and indolent poeiture 

or follow him as he pronounces, with my eyes, 
hands, and a kind of humming tone; 1n the man- 
ner of a certain perfon whom you know? But I am 
apprehenfive I can beat * time no better than I caa 
read. I repeat it again therefore, you muft extri- 
cate me out of this wonderous difficulty, and write 
me word whether you think it more excufable to 
read ill, than to practife or omit any of the weighty 
circumítances above-mentioned. Farewel. 


LE T- 






^ In the original it is cailed /altatio, which means a motion 
of the hands accommodated either to one’s own, or another’s 
eiocution. Our language does not fuppTy a proper word for 
this gefture, as indeed we have too little c afion to find the 
want of it; the cZrozozzc art, fo much ftudied by the an- 
cients, being in the number of thofe which have been long 
fince loft. But if the * zz;."«e2 "ufiiceuwe mantis, the auk ward 
and unmeaning difpofition of the hands, would have fpoiied 
the nobleít fpeech at Rome or Athens that Tully or Demofthe- 
nes, in all the warmth of their enlivening eloquence, ever deli- 
vered; it would not, perhaps, be time ill employed, if out 
modern orators would give a little more attention to the 
gracefu] managemeut of thofe eflential inftruments of.aítect- 
ing elocution. ‘This becoming art, fo far as it was connected 
with mafculine oratory, Pliny, moft certainly, could not but 
be well fkilled in: it is probable therefore, what he fays in 
this place. alludes to this affecéted manner which certain authors 
of hisetime had fallen into, when they attended the rehearfal 
| : of 

* Quvuinctilian. 
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LETTER XXXV. do Appius. 


HAVE received your book, and return you 
my thanks, but am at prefent too much 





engaced to have time to read it; which, how- 
ever, I impatiently wifh to do. I have that 
hich reverence for literature in general, and „for 
your compofitions in particular, that I think it a 
fort of profanation to approach them but with a 
mind entirely unemployed.—I extremely approve 
of your care in revifing your works; remember, how- 
ever, this exactnefs has its limits: too. much po- 
lifhing rather weakens than ftrengthens. Befides, 
this exceffive delicacy, while it obftructs other 
purfuits, not only prevents any new attempts, but 
does not finifh even what it has begun. Farewel. 





O 2 LET- 


of their own works; and that the whole turn of this ep:ítle is 
ironical. ‘This conjecture feems fupported not only by the 
fubject of the letter, which is fcarce of importance enough to 
bear a ferious enquiry; but alío by the expreffion he fets out 
with, viz. Explica eftum meum, which feems to be of the ludi- 
crous kind. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 7o Fuscus. 


OU defire to know in what manner I dilffpoite 





of my time, in my fummer villa at '"Tuícum? 
I rife juft when I find myfelf in the humour, tho’ 
generally with the fun; fometimes indeed fooner, 
but feldom later. When I am up, I continue to 
keep the fhutters of my chamber-windows clofed 
as darknefs and filence wonderfully promote me- 
ditation. ‘Thus free and abftracted from cthofe 
outward objects which diffipate attention, I am left 
to my own thoughts; nor fuffer my mind to 
wander with my eyes, but keep my eyes in fubjection 
to my mind: by thefe means they are not diftracted 
with a multiplicity of external,objects, and fee no- 
thing but what the imagination reprefents to them. 
If I have any compofition upon my hands, this is the 
time I choofe to confider it, not only. with refpect 
to the general plan, but even the ftile and expref- 
fion, which I revife and correct as if I were actually 
writing. In this manner I compofe more or lefs 
as the fubject 1s more or lefs difficult, and I find my 
memory able to retain it. I then call my fe- 
cretary, and, opening the fhutters, dictate to him 
what I have compofed ; after which I difmiufs him 


for a little while, and then call him in again. 
About 
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About ten or cleven of the clock (for T do not 
obferve one fixed hour) according as the weather 
proves, I either walk upon my terrace, or in the 
covered portico; and there I continue to meditate 
or dictate what remains upon the fubject in which 
I happen to be engaged. From thence I get into 
my chariot, where I employ myfelf as before, 
when I was walking or in my ftudy; and .find 
this changing of the fcene refrefhes and enlivens 
my attention. At my return home, I repofe 
myfelf; then take a walk, and after that, re- 
peat aloud fome Greek or Latin oration, not fo 
much for the fake of ftrengthening my voice *, as 
my digeftion; tho’ indeed the power of the voice 
at the fame time is improved by this practice. 
Y then walk again, am anointed, take my exer- 
cifes, and go into the bath. At fupper, if I have 
only my wife, or a few friends with me, fome 
author is read to us; and after fupper we are en- 
tertained either with mufic, or an interlude, 
When that is finifhed, I take my walk with my 
O 3 family, 


^ By the regimen which Pliny here follows. one would 
ymacine, if he had not told us who were hi$ phyficians, that 
the celebrated Celfus was in the number. That author ex- 
preísly recommends reading aloud, and afterwards walking. 
as beneficial in ditorders of the ftomach ; 57 gris ffomache dla- 
£crat, legere clare debet poll. lePionem ambulare, Fc. € elfi 


@nedic. Iz 5. (.. D. 
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family, in the number of which T am not without 


{fome perfons of literature. “Thus we pafs our 
evenings in various converfation ; and the day, even 
when it is at the longeft, fteals imperceptibly away.- 
Upon fome occafions I change the order in certain 
of the articles above-mentioned. For inftance, if 
I have ftudied longer or walked more than ufual ; 
after my fecond fleep, and reading an oration or 
two aloud, inftead of ufing my chariot I get on 
horfeback ; by which means I take as much exer- 
cife and lofe lefs time. ‘The vifits of my friends 
from the neighbouring villages claim fome part of 
the day ; and fometimes, by an agreeable inter-- 
ruption, they come in very feafonably to relieve 
me when I am fatigued. I now and then amufe 
myfelf with fporting, but always take my tablets 
into the field; that if I fhould not meet with 
game, I may at leaft bring home Jfomething °. 
Part of my time too, is allotted to my tenants, tho’ 
indeed not fo much of it as they defire: and I re~ 
turn from fettling their ruftic controverfies with a 
better relifh to my ftudies and more elegant occu- 


pations.  Farewel. 








LET. 


b See B. 1. let. 6. and the note there. 
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LETTER — XXXVII. Fos FAULIMUSS, 


S you are not of a difpofition to expect from 





your friends, the common ceremonies of 
the world, when they cannot obíerve them with- 
out inconvenience to themfelves ; fo I too warmly 
love you to be apprehenfive you will take other- 
wife than I wifh you fhould, my not waiting upon 
you on the firft day of your entrance upon the 
confular office ; efpecially as I am detained here 
by the neceffity of letting my farms upon long 
leafes. I am obliged to enter upon an entire new 
method with my tenants: for under the former 
leafes, tho’ I made them very confiderable abate- 
ments, they have run greatly in arrear. For this 
reafon feveral of them have, not only taken no 
fort of care: to leffen a debt, which they found 
themfelves incapable of wholly difcharging ; but 
even feized and confumed all the produce of the 
lands, in the belief that it would now be no ad- 
vantage to themfelves to fpare it. I muft therefore 
obviate this increafing evil, and endeavour to find 
out fome remedy againft it. The only one I can 
think of is, not to referve my rent in money, but 
in kind, and fo place fome of my fervants to ove 

look the tillage, and guard the ftock ; as indeed 
E34 there 
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there 1s no fort of revenue more agrecable to rea- 
fon, thanewhat arifes from the bounty of the fail, 
the feafons, and the climate. “Tis true, this me- 
thod will require great integrity and diligent at- 
tendance in the perion I appoint my bailiff, and 
put me to the expence of employing many hands. 
Fiowever, I mult hazard the experiment; and, as 
in an inveterate diftemper, try every change of re4 
medy. You f.e, it is not any pleafurable indul- 
gence that prevents my attending you on the firft 
day of your confulfhip. I fhall celebrate it never- 
thelefs, with as much f-ftivity as if I were prefent, 
and pay my vows for you here, with fentiments of 
the warmeit joy and congratulation. Farewel. 


£I I LER XXXVIII do SATURNINUS., 
Y ES, I fincerely applaud your friend Rufus: 
not becauie you defire me; but becaufe I 
think he highly merits approbation. I have reac 
his very finifhed performance; to which, tho' my 
affection for the author added a confiderable re- 
commendation, yet it did not blind my judgment ; 


for the malicious critic, is not, I truít, the only ju- 
diciaus reader. Farewel. 
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LEITER AXXIA. Yo Idlusriuus. 


N compliance with the advice of the * Aruf- 

pices, I intend to rebuild and enlarge the 
temple of Ceres, which ftands upon my eftate. It 
is indeed a very ancient fabric, and tho’ extreme- 
ly fimal, yet upon a certain {tated anniveríary is. 
much frequented. On the 13th of September 
great numbers of people from all the country 
round affemble there: at which time many affairs 
are tranfacted, and many vows paid and offered ; 
but there is no fhelter for them againft the incle- 
mency of the weather, I think then, 1 fhall 
perform an act both of piety and munificence, if at 
the fame time that I build a beautiful temple, I add 
to it a fpacious portico; the firft for the fervice of 
the Go-defs, the other for the ufe of the people. 
1 beg therefore you would purchaíe for me four 
marble pillars, of whatever kind you fhall think 
proper; as alfo a quantity of marble for laying 
the floor and incrufting the walls. You muft 
likewife either buy a ftatue of the Gaddefs, or 
procure 











a The bufinefs of the Arufpices was, to examine the beafts 
which were offered in facrifice, and from thence to foretell 
the fucceís cf any enterprize. 
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procure one to be made; for, age has manned, 
in fome parts, the ancient one of wood which 
ftands there at prefent. With refpeét to the por- 
tico, I do not reccllect there 1s any thing you can 
fend me that will be ferviceable ; unlefs you will 
fketch me out a plan fuitable to the fituation of 
the place. [It 1s not practicable to build it round 
the temple, becaufe it 1s encompaffed on one fidé 
by the river whofe banks are exceedingly fteep ; 
and on the other, by the high road. Beyond this 
road lies a very large meadow, in which the por- 
tico may be conveniently enough placed, oppofite 
to the temple; unlefs you, who know fo well how 
to conquer by art the inconveniencies of nature 
can propofe lome better plan. Farewel. 











LEITER XL. Wo Fuscus.: 


,Q U are much pleafed, I find, with the ag- 
count I gave you in my former *? letter, oc 
the manner in which I fpend the fummer feafon at 
X ufcuüm; and defire to krow what alteration I 
male in my method, when I am at Laaurentinum 

in the wfnter-? None, except abridging myfelf of my 
fleep at noon, and employing feveral hours both 
before day-light and after fun-fet in ftudy: but 
if 





© See Let, 46. 60Ff this book, p. 190. 
e 
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if any public bufinefs requires my early attendance 
at Rome, (which in winter very frequently hap- 
pens) inftead of having interludes or mufic af- 
ter fupper, I meditate upon what I have pre- 
vioufly dictated, and by often revifing it in my 
own mind, fix it the more ftrongly 1n my memory. 
Thus I have given you a general fketch of my 
mode of life both in fummer and winter$ to 
which you may add the intermedjate feafons of 
fpring and autumn : in thefe, as no part of the day 
is loft in fleep or diffipation, as in fummer ; fo 
fome time is gained for bufinefs or ftudy by the 
nights being fhorter than in winter. Farewel. 








BOOK the TEN TH, 


CONTAINING THE 


LE I I ERS 


OF 


PLINY to TRAJAN, 


AND OF 


TRAJAN to PLIN Y.. 





LECTTIER:*I. Zo Me Emperor Trajan. 

H E pious affection you bore, moft facred 
Emperor, to your auguft father; induced 
you to wifh it might be late ere you fucceed- 





ed 


* "Ehe greater part of the following letters, were written hy 
Pliny during his admini tration in the province of Bithynia. 
"E hey are ot a flle and cnaraécter extremely different from 
thofe in the preceding colleciion ; whence iome critics have 
injudic mufly infer’d, that thcy arc the proi':étion of another 
hand : not tonliderinp, tnat tre Ov cation peseiiriby me diem 
<i difierent III. in let:ers ct ge Lucis. € C o) tiele t hieüv Art 


turn and jJentiment would be e ana imrpertiscihi ; po- 
litenefs and elecance ci expreitic cn being tane ellenttals thar 


conilitute perfection 1n ch is kinod and iw thet + IC, tho" 
they may be leís entertaini MCE» they gave not leis merit than 
the former. Bat obsides thew particular excenence gs Jeter, 


they have a Fartaer cube uu as 10 mnuanv valusble 
pieces of hiftory, by throwing a ícong Nght upon the cha- 
racter of one of the moit aminble and glor:cu: princes in fhe 
Roman annals, Traan oppears tünroumbhout. in the meus 
iiriking dttitüde thats foverc.en ca bo placed ; 

of power to the oo. ilizec piiepees ef fuilice ina oznevolence : 
Ax what one OF the ancient Liwdicus has tama of bim, 


is 
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ed him. But the immortal Gods thought pro- 
per to haften the advancement of thofe virtues to 
the helni of the commonwealth, which had al- 
ready fo fuccefsfully fhared in the fteerage ?. 
May you then, and the world thro’ your means, 
enjoy every profperity worthy of your reign: to 
which let me add my wifhes, moft excellent Em- 
peror, upon a private as well as public account, 
that your health and fpirits may be preferved firm 
and unbroken. 

















LETTER II. Zo tbe Emperor TRAJAN. 

OU have occafioned me, Sir, ° an inexpreffi- 
ble pleafure, by deeming me worthy of enjoy- 

ing the privilege which the laws confer on thofe who 





have 


here eminently verified, that ** þe rather chofe to be lod than 
e< flatter’d by bis peogle." "Yo have been diftinguifhed by the 
favour and friendihiv of a monarch of io exalted a character, 
is an honour that rcílects the brighteft luitre upan our author 3 
as to have been ferved and celebrated by a minit r af riiv's 
genius and virtues, is the nobleit monument of Alory tha 

could have been raifed to Trajan. 

a Nerva, who fucceeded Domitian, reigned but fixteen 
months and a few days. Betore his death he not only adopted 
Trajan, and named him for his fwccefior, but aétually ad- 
mitted him into a fhare of the government; giving him the 
titles of C'i/ar, Germanicus, and Imperator. Vid. Plin. Paneg. 

b The tranflator has ventured to render the appellative 
Dominus, by that of Siz, not becaufe he is fatisfed with tbe 
fbüct propricty of the title, but as thinking it lcis exception- 
able than any other our language affords. That Pliny could 
not intend it as a title of royalty, feems evident from fcveral 
paffayes xu: his panegyric, where whenever he ufes it 1a that 
dente, he couítantly includes tu it a notion of tyranny. Vid. 
Faneg. XLV. No. 4. LV. No. 7. LXXXV. No. 1.] Accord 


ingly 
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have three children., For tho’ it was from an indul- 
gence to the requefe of the very wor hy Servil:a- 
nus, difttnguifhed by his affectionate a*tachraent co 
your perfon, that you granted this favour; yet I 
have the fatisfaétion to find by the words of 
your refcript, that you complied the more willing- 
ly, as his application was in my behalf. I cannot 
but look upon myfelf as in poffeflion of my ut- 
moft wifh, after having thus received, at the en- 
trance of your aufpicious government, fo diftin- 
euifhing a mark of your peculiar regard ; at the fame 
time that it confiderably heightens my defire of 
leaving a family behind me. I was not intirely 
without this defire even in the late moft wretched 
times €; as my two marriages will eafily incline you 
to believe : but the Gods decreed it better, by referv- 
inz every valuable privilege to the bounty of your 
generous difpenfations. And indeed the fatisfaction 
of being a father will be fo much the greater to me 
náwW, thal I can look forward to the enjoyment of 
rhat felicity in the full fecurity of public freedom. 
V Obs ALL. P L, E; I- 


ingly we find Auguftus refufing the title of Dozinus, as con- 
veying an odious idea: Uzt malediG@um C9 cpproórlusg ,erper 
exhorruit. [Suet. in Aug. c. 53.] Befides, the high ftile of 
royatty would ill fuit with that air of freedam aif equality, 
which fo remarkably diftinguifhes theíe lecters of Pliny to 
Trajan; and the graceful fimplicity of the Roman Contubs 
addrefs, would be loft in the fervile forms of a modern 
«ourtier. But it appears from a paélage in Sencca, that tne 
Romans ufed the word Dominus as a general title © reipect = 
ehvios, fi nomen non fuccurrit, Dominos cpfellimus.—[Ssen-. 

P- 3-] And in that lower fenic, Pliny, it fhould ieem, 
here employs it. 

c Alluding to the execrable reign of Domitian. 
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LETTER III. To the Emperor Trajan. 


H E experience, moft excellent Emperor, 
I have had of your unbounded gencro- 





fity to me, in my own perfon, encourages me to 
hope I may be yet farther obliged to it, in that 
of my friends. Voconius Romanus (who was my 
infeparable companion and  chamber-fellow at 
{chool) claims the firft rank in that number; in 
confequence of which I petitioned your facred 
father to promote. him to the dignity of the 
Senatorial order. But the completion of my 
requeft is referved to your goodnefs; for his 
mother had not then advanced, in the manner 
the law directs, the four hundred thoufand ° fe- 

{terces, 





^ In the original it is /effertii guadringinties, teat , a'"mout 
320,000l. fterling; a fum io immoderate, that the c»mmenta 
tors have fuífpected (and with great reafon) fome error muft 
have crept into the text. Buchnerus and Gronovius imagine it 
fhould be read guaterdecies or guadragies ; but this feems to be 
ftill carrying it much too high. The cenfus fenatorius, or the 
eftate requifite to qualify a man to be a member of the fenate, 
was, after different regulations, fettled at length by Augu- 
ftus at 12Q0,000 feiterces, equal to about ç6oo 1. of our mo- 
ney. It probably ftood thus in Pliny's time ; for as it appears 
bv the 19th letter of the firft book that the cez/zs equefiris was 
400,000 fefterces, which is juft the fum we find it at in the 
refen of Auguftus ; fo it will not perhaps be unreafonable to 
infer from thence, that the cez/zís /zzatoriu; had not yet un- 
dergone any alteration fince ehe time of that emperor, as they 
PZ, 
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fterces, which fhe engaged to give him, in her 
letter to the late Emperor your father: ‘This pro- 
mife, however, by my advice fhe has fince performed, 
having conveyed to him a fufficient eftate in land, 
with all the neceffary formalities. The difficulties 
therefore being removed which deferred the gratifi- 
cation of our wifhes, it is with full confidence I 
venture to affure you of the merit of my friend 
Romanus, heighten’d and adorn’d as it is, not 
only by the liberal and polite arts, but by his 
extraordinary tendernefs to his parents. It is to 
that virtue he owes the prefent liberality of his 
mother; as well as his immediate ? fucceffion 
to his late father’s eftate, and his having been 
adopted by his father-in-law. ‘To thefe perfonal 

P2 quali- 














feem to have borne a certain proportion to each other. For 
thefe fens jherefore, both the common reading, and the 
emendation s* the above-mentioned critics, is rejected ifi the 
tranflation, and the conjecture of a late * editor adopted, 
who fuppofes it might be guadringentorum millium, 400,000 
fefterces, or about 3200l. of our money. It has been dií- 
puted, whether by this cezfeés /enatorius we are to underftand 
the yearly income of the eftate, or only the entire value of 
it: but the mofít generally received opinion is, that it means 
the latter, including both real and períonal. 

» Meaning, perhaps, that tho” he was under age when his 
father died, yet he had fo much confidence in the prudence 
of Romanus, that he did not appoint him, as ufual, 2 
guardian by his will; but left him to the immediate pof- 
fefifion of his eftate. 


* Gefneruse 
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qualifications, the wealth and rank of his family 
give an inereafé of luftre ; and I perfuade myfelf it 
will alfo be foine additional recommendation, that 
I am a folicitor in his behalf. Iet me then intreat 
you, Sir, to enable me to congratulate Romanus, 
on fo defirable an occafion ; and at the fame time 
to indulge an earneft, and I hope laudable ambi- 
tion of having it in my power to boaft, that your 
favourable regards are extended, not only to myfelf, 
but to my friend. 


LETTER IV. [xx.]* To the Emperor TRAJAN. 


HEN by your gracious indulgence, Sir, 
= 1 was promoted to the head of the 
treafury of Saturn, I immediately renounced all 


engage- 








2 y. B. The following letters to the 3oth, an rot ramped 
in the fame order as they are placed in any of the Latn 
editions; the tranflator having taken the liberty of chang- 
ing their fituation, for the fake of bringing fome letters to- 
gether which throw a light upon each other. The figures 
included between this mark ( ] refer to the order in which 
they commonly ftand. 

> "Phe public treafure was kept in the temple of Saturn, 
where the fpofis of the conquered nations were depofited. 
Tulius Cefarfeized upon this temple in the time of the civil 
war; and what an immenfe wealth that plunder threw into 
wis hands, may be Dane We by the elegant defcription which 
J.ucan gives of the riches it contained: _ | | 














ture 
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engagements of the bar, (as indeed I never blended 
bufinefs of that kind with the fun^tions of the ftate) 
that no avocations might call off my attention from 


EU the 


— tunc conditus rmo 
Eruitur templis, multis inta us ab Annis 
Romani Cen; us populi, ES c. 





Lucan. iil. 1§§. 


At lengtn the facred ftorehoufe open iaid, 
"he hoarded wealta of aves paft difplay’d : 
Tere might be ieva tne iu:ims proud Carthage fent, 
Her long impending ruii to prevent ; 

g bere heap'd the Macedoniaa treaiures fhone, 
What great Flaminius and ZEmilius won 
From vanquifh'd Philip, and his haplefs fon. 
There lay what flying Pyrrhus loft, the gold 
Scorn'd by the * paxriot's honetfty of old ; 
Whate’er our parfimonious fires could fave: 
What tributary gifts rich Syria gave ; 

‘The hundred Cretan cities ample fpoil ; 
What Cato gather’d from the Cyprian ifle, 
Riches -¥ captive kings by Pompey borne 





In hz tier days his triumpna to adorn, 
From utmoft India, and the rifing morn 3 
Wealth infinite ! Rowe. 


Pliny the elder has given a + particular valuation of this 
treafure which Cefar feized, both in gold and filver plate 
and in coin; the amount of which, according to Dr. Arbuth- 
nors computation, is,—1,0233,979]. 3s. 4d. But if there 
is no miítake in thefe fums, Cæfar did not take away by far 
fo much as he brought i3; for Plutarch relates f, that he 
placed at one time in the treafury 65,000 tálents ; which,— 
according to the fame ingenious author's calculation, is qui- 
valent to 12,593,750 pounds. Arb. Tab. igi. 


* Fabricius, T Hiit. Na. d. 33e Ce Je T In vit. Cafar. 


© 


the duties of that poft to which I was appointed. 
For this reafon, when the people of Africa petition- 
ed the fenate that I might undertake their caufe 
againft Marius Prifcus, I excufed myfelf from that 
office; and accordingly my excufe was admitted. 
But when afterwards, the conful elect propofed, 
that the fenate fhould apply to us again, and 
endeavour to prevail with us to yield to its incli- 
nations, and fuffer our names to be thrown into 
the ^ urn, I thought it moft fuitable to that tran- 
quility and good order which ío happily diftin- 
guifhes your times, not to oppofe (efpecially 
in fo reafonable an article) the will of that auguft 
affembly. And, as I am defirous that all my 
words and actions may receive the fanckion of your 
exemplary virtue, I hope you will approve of my 
compliance. 

















2 Other fenators, as well as Pliny, had excufed *:hemfelves, 
it feems, from undertaking the management of th 5 caufe it 
was propofed therefore, that they fhould caít lots which ıs 
the meaning of ** fuffering their names to be thrown into 
* an urn ;’’ an urn being made ufe of in decifions of this 
kind. Accordingly the lot fell upon our author, and his 
great friend the famous Cornelius Tacitus. See B. 2. let. 11, 
where there 1s a full account of this trial. 
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LETTER V. [xxi] Zhe Emperor TRAJAN 


to PLINY. 


O U acted as became a good citizen and a 

worthy fenator, by paying obedience to the 
Juft requifition of that auguft affembly: and I 
have full confidence you will faithfully difcharge 
the bufinefs you have undertaken. 





LETTER VI. [iv.] Zo the Emperor TRAJAN. 





Aving been attacked laft year by a fevere and 

dangerous illnefs, I employed a ° phyfician, 
whofe care and diligence, Sir, I cannot fufficiently 
reward, but by your gracious affiftance. I intreat 
yor: there »re to make him a ? denizen of Rome s 
for as he fs the freedman of a foreigner, he is; con- 
fequently, himíelf alfo a foreigner. His name is 


EA Har- 

















2 ‘The phyficians among the ancients were diftinguifhed ac- 
cordang to the particular branch of practice to which they 
confined themfelves. ‘The phyfician here mentioned, Pliny 
calls ZazraZpres, that is, one who applied exterr.a] unctions. 

> There was a difference between the Jus Cz-»itatis and the 
Jus Quiritium ; the former not extending to :he fame pri, i- 
leges as the latter, which comprehended whatever advan- 
tages a free native of Rome was entiled to: juft in the fame 
manner as with us there is a diftinction between denization 
and naturalization. 


2 
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Flarpocras : his patronefs (who has been dead a 
confiderable time) was Thermuthis the daughter of 
Theon. I farther intreat you to beftow the full 
privileges of a Roman citizen upon Helia and An- 
tonia FIlarmeris the freedwomen of Antonia Maxi- 
milla, a lady of great merit. It is at her defire * 
1 make this requeft. 





LETTER VII. [xxii] Zo she 


Emperor VY RAJAN. 


Return you thanks, Sir, for your ready com- 
pliance with my defire, in granting the com- 
plete privileges of a Roman, to the freedwomen of 
a lady to whom I am allied; and alfo for making 
Hlarpocras my phyfician a denizen of Rome. But 
when, agreeably to your directions, I gave in an ac- 
count of his age and eftate, I was informi 1 by ehofe 
who are b:ttcr fkilled in thefe affairs chan 1 pretends 
to be, that as he is an Egyptian, I ought firft to have 











obtained for him the freedom of Alexandria, be- 
fore he was made free of Rome. I confefs, indeed, 
that as I was ignorant of any difference in ihis gafe 

between 


Pliny me‘:tions his requeít to be at the particular defire 
of Maximilla, »ecaufe nothing of this kind could iegally be 
granted toea freeamai.. witnout the coníent ef his patron; a 
name which was given to the maíler of a flave whom he had 
emancipated., 
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between thdfe of ° Egypt and other countries, I 
contented myielf with only acquainting? you, that 
he had been manumized by a foreign lady, long 
fince deceafed. However, it 1s an ignorance I can- 





not regret, fince it affords me an opportunity of re- 
ceiving from you a double obligation in favour of 
the {faine perfon. That I may legally therefore enjoy 
the benefit of your goodnefs, I beg you wouRi be 
pleafed to grant him the freedom of the city of Alex- 
andria, as well as that of Rome. And that your 
gracious intentions may not meet with any farther 
obftacles, I have taken care, as you directed, to fend 
an account to your freedman of his age and for- 
runes. 


LETTER VIII. [xxin.] Ze Emperor 
Trajan fo PLINY. 








T~” is my refolution, in purfuance of the maxim 

obíerved by the princes my predeceflors, to be 
extremely cautious in granting the freedom: of the 
city of Alexandria: however, fince you have ob. 
tained from me the freedom of Rome for your phy- 





f1cian 


^ Upon what occafion the honour of this pecu iar diftinctt on 
was granted in favour of Alexandria does not appear ; pofibly 
it might be in gratitude to a country to which the Romans 
were fo highly obliged, being fupplied with the greateft part 
of their corn from Egypt. Th'scrty, founded by Alexander 
the great, was efteemed the moft confiderab!e in the world 
next to that of Rome. It is now called Scanderick,. 
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fician Harpocras, I cannot refufe you this other re- 
queft. You muft let me know to what diftrict he 


belongs, that 1 may give you a letter to my good 
friend Pompeius Planta, governor of Egypt. 








LETTER IX. [v.] To the Emperor TRAJAN. 


Cannot exprefs, Sir, the pleafure your letter 
gave me, by which I am informed that you 


have made my phyfician Harpocras a denizen of 
Alexandria; notwithftanding your refolution to 
follow the maxim of your predeceffors in this 
point, by being extremely cautious in granting that 
privilege. Agreeably to your directions, I ac- 
quaint you that Harpocras belongs to the diftrict 
of * Memphis. I intreat you then, moft gracious 
Emperor, to fend me as you promifed, a letter to 
your good friend Pompeius Planta, gi:vernor of 
Egypt. 

As I purpofe (in order to have the earlieft enjoy- 
ment of your prefence, fo ardently wifhed for here) 
to go to meet you; I beg, Sir, you would 
permit me to extend my journey as far as pof- 


fible. 


One vt the four governinents of Lower Evypt. 
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LETTER X. [vi.] Zo the Emperor Trajan. 





N my late indifpofition I was greatly obliged, 

Sir, to Pofthumius Marinus, my phyfician ; 
and I cannot make him a fuitable return, but by 
the afliftance of your gracious indulgence. I intfeat 
you then to make Chryfippus Mithridates and his 
wife Stratonica, (who are related to Marinus) deni- 
zens of Rome. I implore likewife the fame privi- 
lege in favour of Epigonus and Mithridates, the two 
fons of Chryfippus ; but in fuch manner, * that 
they may remain under the dominion of their father, 
and yet preferve their right of patronage over their 





Own 


2 The ext/nfive power of paternal authority, was (as has . 
been obferveu in the notes above) peculiar to the Romans s 
but after Chryfippus was made a denizen of Rome, hë was 
not, it fhould feem, confequentially entitled to that privilege 
over thofe children which were born before his denization., 
On the other hand, if it was exprefsly granted him, his chil. 
dren could not preferve their right of patronage over their 
own freedmen, becaufe that right would of couríe devolve 
to their father, by means of this acquired dominion over them. 
"The cenization therefore of his children, is aş exprefsly foli- 
cited as his own. But both parties becoming Quirites, the 
children by this creation, and not pleading”ja right cf 
their father, would be patres fam. ‘To prevert which tle 
claufé*is added, ita ut fint in patris potefiete: as there is ano- 
ther to fave to them their rights of z-atronaze over their 
freedmen, tho’ they were reduced :2324triam poteftatem. 
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own freedmen. I farther intreat you to grant the 
full privileges of a Roman citizen to L. Satrius 
Abafcantius, P. Caefius Phofphorus, and Pancharia 
Soteris. This requeft I make with the confent 
of their patrons. 























LETTER XI. [xxiv.] Zo she 
Emperor TRAJAN. 


F TER your late facred father, Sir, had, in 
a noble fpeech, as well as by his own gene- 
rous example, exhorted and encouraged the public 
to acts of munificence; I implored his permiffion 
to remove the feveral ftatues which I had of the 
former emperors, to * my corporation; and at the 
fame time begged the liberty of adding his own to 
the number. For as I had hithero continued them 
in the refpective places wherein they ftood when 
they came into my poffeffion by feveral different in- 
heritances, they were difperfed in diftant parts of 
my eftate. Hle was pleafed to grant my requeft, and 
at the fame time to give me a very ample teftimony 


of 











* It is highly probable, upon comparing Let. 4. B. 3. and 

Yet. 1. B. 4 that by the corporation here mentioned, «liny 

- >. ^ > > > T A 

means Tzferr urs. '-erimum, or Citta di Caffella, as it' is now 

called ~ whitii city Kad put itfelf under his patronage and 
protection. 
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of his approbation. I immediately therefore wrote 
to the Decurii, to defire they would allot g piece of 
ground, upon which I might erect a temple at my 
own expence ; and they, as a mark of their honour- 
ing my defign, offered me the choice of any fite I 
fhould think proper. Flowever my own indifpofi- 
tion in the firít place, and afterward that of your fa- 
ther, together with the duties of that employment 
with which you were both pleafed to intruft me, pre- 
vented me from executing my intention. But I have 
now, I think, a convenient opportunity of making 
an excurfion for that purpofe, as my monthly 
>” attendance ends on the firft of September, and 
there are feveral feftivals in the month follow- 
ing. My firft requeft therefore is, that you would 
permit me to adornewith your ftatue the temple I 
am going to raife ; and next (in order to the carrying 
on of my defign with all poffible expedition) 
that you vould indulge me with leave of abíence. 
It would ill become the fincerity I profefs, were I 
to diffemble, that your goodnefs in complying with 
this defire, will at the fame time be extremely 
ferviceable to me if my own private affairs. It 

15 
























© Pliny enjoyed the ofice of treafurer in cor ünCtiom w^ WA 
Comnutus Testullus. Jt was the cuftom at Rome for th fe 
who ‘had collegues to adminifter the v © theay pokes b 
monthly turns. Axuchnerus. 
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is abfolutely neceffary I fhould not defer any longer 
the letting of my lands in that province; for, be- 
fides that they amount to above * four hundred 
thoufand fefterces, the time for dreflting the vine- 
yards is approaching, and zP5a£ care muft fall upon 
my new tenants. ‘The badnefs of the feafon like- 
wife, for feveral years paít, obliges me to think 
of making fome abatements in my rents ; which I 
cannot poffibly fettle unlefs I am prefent. I fhall 
be indebted then to your indulgence, Sir, both as 
forwarding this public aét of piety, and giving 
me the opportunity of fettling my private affairs, 
if you will be pleafed to grant me +t leave to be 


abfent for thirty days. I cannot limit a fhorter 
time, 





c About 3200 l. fterling ; the annual income of Pliny’s 
eftate in Tufcany. He mentions another near Comum in 
the dutchy of Milan, the yearly value of which does not ap- 
pear. We find him likewiíe confidering about the purchafe 
of an eítate, for which he was to give about 24,0001. of 
our money; but whether he ever completed that purchafe, 
is uncertain. [See Book 3. let. 19.] ‘This however we 
are fure of, that his fortunes were but moderate, confidering 
his high ftation and neceflary expences: [See Book 2. 
let. 4.] and yet, by the advantage of a judicious ceconomy, 
we have feen him in the courfe of thefe letters, exercifing 
a liberality, of which after-ages have furnifhed no 
parallel. e. 

4 The fenators were not allowed to go from Rome into 
the provinces, without having firft obtained leave of the 
! eror. Smily, however, had the privilege to be ex. 
cept¢d out of ‘hat law; as. Gallia Narbonenfis afterwards 
ws, by Claudičs Sras “Tacit. Ann, 12. c. 23. 
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time, as the town and the eftate of which I am 
fPeaking, lie above an hundred and fifty miles 


from Rome. 


LETTER AL  Dxxv.] TRAJAN fe 


PLINY. 


QU have given me many reafons both of 

a public and private nature, why you requeft 
leave of abfence; but I need no other than 
that it is your defire: and I doubt not of your 
returning as foon as poffible to the duty of an 
office, which fo much requires your attendance. 
As I would not feem to check any inftance 
of your affection towards me, I fhall not op- 
pofe your erecting my ftatue in the place you 
mention ; tho’, in general, I am extremely cautious 


in giving any encouragement to honours of that 
kind. 








LETTER XIII. [vii.] To she 


Emperor TRAJAN. 


S I am fenfible, Sir, that the higheft 


praife my actions can receive, is to be di- 
ftinpuifhed by fo excellent a Prince; í beg you 
would be gracioufly pleafed to’add either the 
office 
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office of Augur or * Septemvir (both which are 
now vacant) to the dignity I already enjoy by yout 
indulgence ; that I may have the faticaction of 
publicly offering up thofe vows for your protpe- 
rity, from the duty of my office, which I daily 
prefer to the Gods in private, from the affection 
of my heart. 





LETTER XIV. [xxvi.] Zo the 
Emperor TRAJAN. 





F Aving fafely paffed the promontory of | 
Malea, I am arrived at“ Ephefus with all 
my train, notwithítanding I was detained for fome 
time by contrary winds: an information, Sir, 
in which, I truít, you will think yourfelf con- 
cerned. I defign to purfue the remainder of my. 
journey to the ? province, partly in light veffels, 
and 





SOne of the feven prieíts who prefided over the feafts ap- 
pointed in honour of Jupiter and the other Gods: an office, 
as appears, of high dignity, fince Pliny ranks it with the 
Auguríhip : of which fee B. 4. let. 3. note è. 

b In the Peloponnefus; now called Capo Malea di-fant- 
Angelo. Catanzus obferves, this paflage was fo dangerous, 
that the ancients had a proverb, cum Maleam deflexeris, dome- 
fticos oblmifcerg; ** the man that fails by Malea muft think 
<< no more of his family.’’ 

e A city df Ionia, in Afia the lefs, ftill remaining. 

å Bithyniz, a provir-e in Anatolia, or Afia the lefis ot 
which Pliny vasearz—inged governor by ‘Trajan, in the 6th 

year 
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and partly in poft-chaifes: for as the exceffive 
heats will prevent my travelling altogether by 
land, fo the Etefian * winds, which are now fet- 
in, wil not permit me to proceed entirely by 
fea. 


LETTER XV. [xxvii.] Trayane 
fo PLINY. 


OUR information, my dear Pliny, was 

extremely acceptable to me; as it is much 
my concern to know in what manner you arrive 
at your province. I well approve of your in- 
tention to travel either by fea or land, as you fhall 
find moft convenient. 





LETTER XVI. [xxvii] Zo the 


- Emperor TRAJAN. 
S I had a very favourable voyage to Ephe- 
fus, fo in travelling poft from thence 


I was extremely incommoded by the heats, 
VoL. II. Ce which 








year of his reign, A. Dom. 103. not as an ordinary Procon- 
=" but as that Emperor’s own Liewtenant, with extraordi: 
nary powers. [See Dio.] ‘The folloying letters were writ, 
ten during his adminiítration of that provi 

e A north wind in the Grecean feas, wlaücn rites yearly 
fome time in July, and Continues to the end of Auguft ; tho’ 
otlrers extend it to the middle of September. ‘They blow 
only in the day-time.  WVarenius's Geogr. v. i. p. 513. 
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which threw me into a fever, and kept me fome 
time at * Pergamum. From thence, Sir, I took 
fhip again ; but being detained by contrary winds, 
I did not arrive at Bithynia fo foon as I hoped ” 
However I have no reafon to complain of this de- 
lay, fince it did not prevent me from reaching the 
province in time to celebrate your birth-day : 
a circumítance which I confider as the moft au- 
{fpicious that could attend me. Iam at prefent en- 
gaged in examining the finances of the * Prufenfes, 
their difburfements and credits ; and the farther I 
proceed in this affair, the more I am convinced 
of the neceffity of my enquiry. Several confiderable 
fums of money are owing to the city from private 
perfons, which they neglect to pay upon various 
pretences; as, on the other hand, 1 find the public 
funds arc, in fome inftances, very unwarrantably ap- 
plied. This, Sir, I write to you immediately on my 








arrival. 


^ The famous Troy, fituated in that part of Aha, which 
is now called Romania. 

b The original adds, fd ef, xv. Calezd. OGobris, which 
ícems to have crept into the text from the marginal anno- 
tation of fome gloffarift: for as Pliny mentions the time of 
his arrival a little lower, there is no occafion for it in this 
place ; anx it is not agreeable to his ufual elegant conciienefs, 
to repeat that circumitance twice in the fame letter. Or 
perhaps here are two diitinét letters run into one by the 
carclefincís of the tuinfecribers; the former ending with 
Flac, KC. XM €/f 7icoO Jerie s the latter beginning 
With 2774 ge Calend. Xe. 

¢ Prufa, a maritime city in Bithynia, fuppofed by fome 
geographers to be the fame which is now called Chergs 5 
famous for producing great quantities of cherries. which 
take their name from thence. ~ 
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Arrival. I entered this province on «he 17th 
of ? September, and found it in thofe fentiments 
of obedience and loyalty, which you juftly merit 
from all mankind. You will confider, Sir, whe- 
ther it would not be proper to fend hither a fur- 
veyor; for I am inclined to think, much might 
be deduéted from what is charged by thofe who 
have the conduct of the public works, if a faithful 
admeafurement were to be taken: at leaft I am of 
that opinion from what I have already feen of the 
accounts of this city, which I am now examining, 
with the affiftance of Maximus. 








LETTER AVII: [xxi] TRAJAN 


Zo PLINY. 


Should have rejoiced to have heard that you 
arrived at Bithynia without inconvenience to 
yourfelf or any of your train; and that your 
journey from E phefus had been as eafy, as your 
voyage to that place was favourable. For the reft, 
your. letter informs me, my c'ear Pliny, what day 


you reached Bithynia. “The people of that pro- 
Q 2 vince 


4 In the fixth year of Trajan’s Reign, A..^2. 2t2,and the 
41ft of our author's age: he continued in this province 
akhout 18 months. Vid. Mail in vit. Plin. 129. 
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vince wWl be convinced, I perfuade myfelf, that 
I am attentive to their intereft ; as your conduct to- 
wards them will make it manifeft, that I could have 
chofen no perfon more proper to fupply my place. 
Your firft enquiry ought, no doubt, to turn upon 
the ftate of the public finances; for it is but too 
evident they have been mifmanaged. I have fcarce 
furveyors fufficient to infpect thofe * works which I 
am carrying on at Rome, and in the neighbour- 
hood ; but períons of integrity and fkill in this art 
may be found, moft certainly, in every province ; 
fo that you cannot be at a lofs in that article, if 
you will make due enquiry. 


LETTER XVIII. [vii] To the 


Emperor TRAJAN. 


HO’ I am well affured, Sir, that you, who 

never omit any opportunity of exercifing 
your generofity, are not unmindful of the requeft I 
lately 





a Among other noble¢works which this glorious Emperor 
executed, the Forum, qr fquare, which went by his name, 
feems to have been the reoft magnificent. It was built with 
the foreign Tpoils he haa taken in war. ‘The covering was 


intirely brafs, the rticos exceedingly beautiful, and 
the pillars of more than ordinary height and dimanfions. 
In the- mte of this Forum was. erected the z710Uu 


pillar which has been already defcribed. See B. $. let. 4. 
not. ^ 
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iately made you; yet fince you have frequently, 
among many other inftances of your indulgence, 
permitted me to repeat my íolicitations, I renew 
them now on behalf of Accius Sura; and ear- 
neftly befeech you to honour him with the Praetor- 
fhip, which is become vacant. ‘Tho’ his ambi- 
tion is extremely moderate, yet the quality of his. 
birth, the inflexible integrity he has preferved 
in a very narrow fortune, and, more than all, 
the felicity of your times, which encourages 
confcious virtue to claim your favour, induce 
him to hope he may experience it in the prefent 
inftance. 




















LETTER XIX. [ix] To the 


Emperor I RAJAN. 


Congratulate both you and the public, moft 
excellent Emperor, upon the great and glori- 
ous victory you have obtaried ; fo agréeable to 
the heroifm of ancient Rome: May the immortal 
Gods give the fame happy fucc-ís to all your de- 
fans, that, under the adminiftratiga oi fe many 
princely virtues, the fplendour of the empire may 
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fhine out, not only in all its former, but with addi- 
tional luftre * 





LETTER XX. I[x.] «Oe tbe 


Emperor TRAJAN. 





Y lieutenant Servilius Pudens came to ^ Nt 
| comedia, Sir, on the 24th of November, 
and by his arrival freed me, at laft, from the anxiety 
of a very tedious expectation. 








LETTER XXL [xi] 70 she 


Emperor I RAJAN. 


OUR generofity to me, Sir, was the oc- 

cafion of my being connected with Roflanus 
Geminus, by the ftrongeft ties; for he was my * 
Quzazeítor when I was Conful. His behaviour to me 
during the continuance of our offices, was highly re- 
fpectful; and he has treated me ever fince with fo pe- 
culiar a regard, that befides the many obligations 





I owe 


It is probable the vitory here alluded to, was that fa- 


mous one which Trajan g ined over the Dacians ; {fome ac- 
coint of which has been siven in the notes above. It is cer- 
tain, at leaft, Pliny lived to fee his wifh accomplifhed ; this 
Emperor having carried vhe Roman {plendour to it he'l 
pitch, and. extended the dominions of the empire farther than 
any of his predeceflors : after his death it began to decline. 
^ Now called Comedia, the capital city of Bithynia. 
See vol. 1. p. 220, note 
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I. owe him upon a public account, I am ,indebted 
to him for the ftrongeft pledges of private friend- 
fhip. I entreat you then to comply with my re- 
queíft for the advancement of a worthy man, whom 
(if my recommendation has any weight) you will 
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even diftinguifh by your particular favour; as 
a@vhatever truft you {hall repofe in him, he will en- 
deavour to prove himfelf deferving of a ftill higher. 
But I forbear to enter into a more particular detail 
of his merit ; being perfuaded, that his integrity, his 
probity and his vigilance are well known to you, 
not only from thofe high pofts which he has ex- 
ercifed in Rome within your immediate infpection ; 
but from his behaviour when he ferved under you 
in the army. One thing, however, my affection for 
him inclines me to think I have not yet fufficiently 
performed ; and therefore, Sir, I repeat my intreaties 
that you will give me the pleafure, as early as pof- 
Gble, of rejoicing in the advancement of my Quz 
ftor; or, in other words, of receiving an addition 
co my own honours in the perfon of my friend. 
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LETTER XXII. [xii.] Zo the 
Emperor TRAJAN. 





Know not, Sir, in what words fufficiently to ex- 
prefs the joy I received, when I heard you had, 
in compliance with the requeft of my * mother- 
in-law and myíelf, granted Coelius Clemens th2X 
Proconfulfhip of this ° province after the expiration 
of his confular office; as it is a proof that your bene- 
ficence towards me gracioufly extends itfelf thro’ 
my whole family. As I dare not pretend to make 
an equal return to thofe obligations I fo juftly owe 
you, I can only have recourfe to vows; and 
ardently implore the Gods, that I may not be 
found unworthy of thofe favours, which you are 
repeatedly conferring upon me. _ 











^ Pompeia Celerina. 
5 Bithynia. 
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LETTER XXIII. [xm.] To zbe 


Emperor TRAJAN. 





Received, Sir, a difpatch from your freedman 
L.yycormas, defiring me, if any embafly from 
^ Bofphorus fhould come hither in the way to 
Rome, that I would detain it till his arrival. None 
has yet arrived; at leaít in the " city where I now 
am. But a courier pafling thro' this place from the 
king of* Sarmatia, I embrace the Opportunity 
which accidentally offers itfelf, of fending with 
him the meflenger which L.ycormas difpatched 
hither; that you might be informed at once by 
his letter and the king's, of certain circumftances 
which it may be expedient, perhaps, that they 
fhould come to your knowledge at the fame 
time. 

















2 Bofphorus Cimerius, now called Vofpero, in Krim Tar- 
tary. 

è Nicea (as appears by the 15th Let. of this B.) a city in 
Bithynia now called Ifmich. 

¢ Sarmatia was divided into European, Afiatic, and Ger- 
man Sarmatia. It is not exactly known what bounds the 
ancients gave to this extenfive region ; however, in general, 
it comprehended the northern p rts of Ruffia, Mufcovy, 


leffer 'l'artary, and the greateft p: rt of the kingdom of Pa- 
jand, ET co 
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LETTER XXIV. |£iv.] Zo te 
Emperor TRAJAN. 


Am informed by a letter from the king of 
Sarmatia, that fome affairs have happened, 
of which it is requifite you fhould be immediately 
informed. In order therefore to expedite the dif- 
patches which his courier was charged with to 
you, I granted him a warrant to make ufe of the 


public poft *. 








2 The firft invention of public couriers is afcribed to Cyrus, 
who, in order to receive the earlieft intelligence from the go- 
vernors of the íeveral provinces *, erected poft-houfes through- 
out the kingdom of Perfia, at equal diftances, which fupplied 
men and horfes to forward the public difpatches. | Auguftus + 
was the firft who introduced this mott ufeful inftitution among 
the Romans, by employing poft-chaifes, difpofed at convenient 
diftances, for the purpofe of political intelligence. The magi- 
flrates of every city were obliged to furniíh f horfes for thefe 
meffengers, upon producing a diploma, or a kind of warrant, 
either from the emperor himíelf, or from thofe who had that 
authority under him. Sometimes, tho’ upon very extraordi- 
nary occafions, perfons who travelled upon their private af- 
fairs, were allowed to avail themíelves of thefe poit-chaifes. 
{See Let. 121. of this Book.] It is furprifing they were not 
Íooner ufed for the purpofes of commerce and private commu- 
nication. Louis XI. firft eftablifhed them in France, in the 
year 1474; but it was not till the 1zth of Car. II. || that the 
polt-office was fettled in England by act of Parliament. 

* Cyrop.J. 3. p. 496. erit. Hutchinfon. 
+ Suet. in vit. Aug. c. 49. 


$ Plutarch. in vit. Galba. 
Rapin, val. =e 662. fol. ed; 
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LETTER XXV. [xv.] To the 


Emperor “TRAJAN. 


HE embaflador from the king of Sarmatia 





having remained two days, by his own choice, 
at Nicea where he found me, I did not think it rea- 
ronable, Sir, to detain him any longer ; not only:be- 
caufe it was ftill uncertain when your freedman 
L,ycormas would arrive, but as fome indifpenfable 
affairs require my prefence in a different part of 
the province. Of this I thought it neceflary that 
you fhould be informed, becaufe I lately ac- 
quainted you in a letter, that Lycormas had de- 
fired, if an embafíly fhould come this way from 
Bofphorus, that I would detain it till his arrival, 
But I did not fee there was any pretence of re- 
tarding him any longer; efpecially as the dif- 
patches from Lycormas, which (as I have already 
mentioned) I was not willing to detain, would 
probably reach you fome days fooner than this 
embafiador, 
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LETTER XXVI. [xvi] To the 


Emperor TRAJAN. 








Received a letter, Sir, from Apuleius, an 
officer in the troops ftationed at Nicome. 
dia, informing me that one Callidromus being 
arrefted by Maximus and Dionyfius, (two bakers, 
to whom he had hired himfelf ) fled for refuge 
to your.* ftatue; that being brought before a 
magiftrate, he declared he was formerly flave to 
Laberius Maximus; but being taken prifoner by 
> Sufagus in IM oefia *, he was fent as a prefent from 
Decebalus to Pacorus king of Parthia, in whofe 
fervice he continued feveral years, from whence he 
made his eícape and came to Nicomedia. When 
he was examined before me, he confirmed this 
account 3 











2 Particular temples, altars, and, ftatues were allowed a- 
mong the Romans as places of fanétuary to flaves, debtors, 
and malefactors. ‘This cv tom was introduced by Romulus, 
who borrowed it probab.y from the Greeks; but during 
the free ftate of Rome, fev: of theíe afylums were permitted. 
This cuflom prevailed moft under the Emperors, till it 
grew fo fcandalous, that the Emperor Pius found it necef- 
{ary to reftrain thofe privileged places by an edict. See Lipfíii 
excurf. ad 'D'-xitY Ann. 3° c. 36. 

b Gene il under Decebalus 

c A province in Dacia, comprehending the fouthern partz 
of Servia, and part of Bulgaria. 
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account; for which reafon I thought it neceffary 
to ? fend him to you. I fhould have íent him 
fooner, but I deferr'd his journey in order to make 
an inquiry concerning a gem which he faid was 
taken from him, upon which was engraven the 
figure of Pacorus in his royal habit: I was defirous 
(if it could have been found) of tranfmitting this 
cur:ofity to you, with the {mall ingot of Parthian 
goldi, which he fays he brought from thence out 
of the mines. I have fixed my feal to it, the im- 
prefion of which is, a chariot drawn by four 
horfes. 





LETTER XXVII. [xvil.] Z7 the 
Emperor I RAJAN. 





OUR freedman and * procurator, Maxi- 

mus, behaved, Sir, during all the time we 
were together, with great probity, attention and 
diligence; as one ftrongly attached to your inte- 
reít, and ftrictly obfervant of difcipline. ‘This 
teftimony I very willingly give him, and with all 
the fidelity I owe to you. 





a "The fecond expedition of Trajan again(t Decebalus, was 
&mndertaken the fame year that Piiny went governor into this 
province : the reaíon therefore wir -Pliny fent this Callidro- 
mus to the Emperor feems to be, that iome uíe might poffably 
Se mzde of Lif in favour of that delign. 

« Receiver of the finances, 
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“LETTER XXVIII. [xvi.] To zke. 


Empe.or TRAJAN. 


F TER having experienced, Sir, in Gabius 
Baffus, who commands on the frontiers of 
" Pontica, the greateft integrity, honour, and dili- 
genee, as well as the moft particular refpect 15 
myfelf, I cannot refufe him my beít wifhes and 
fuffrage ; and I give them to him with afl that 
fidelity which is due to you. I have found him 
abundantly qualified by having ferved in the army 
under you; and it is owing to the advantages of 
your difcipline, that he has learned to merit the 
honour of your approbation. The military and the 
people here, who have had abundant experience of 
his juftice and humanity, rival each other in that 
glorious teftimony they give of his conduct both 
public and private: and I certify this with all 
the Tincerity you have a right to expect from 


me. 














a Krim 'lartaty. 
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LETTER XXIX. [xix.] Zo the 
Emperor TRAJAN. 









Ymphidius * Lupus, Sir, ferved with me in 
á the army. He commanded a body of«he 
auxihary forces at the fame time that I was mili- 
tary tribune: and it was from that connection my 
affection for him began. A long acquaintance 
hath fince mutually endeared and {ftrengthen’d 
our friendfhip. For this reafon I did violence to 
his repofe, and infifted upon his attending me 
into Bithynia, as my affeffor in council. He moft 
readily granted me this proof of his amity ; 
and without any regard to the plea of age, or 
of retirement, he. fhared, and continues to fhare 
with me, the fatigue of public bufinefs. I confider 
his relations therefore as my own; in which number 
Nymphidius Lupus, his fon, claims my particular 
notice. He is a youth of great merit and indefa- 
tigable application; and in every view of his cha- 
ractese, well worthy of fo excellent a fathep. ‘The 
early 














a The te-secalls him Primipilarem,*that is, cre who had been 
P,:mipilus, an officer in the army, whofe poft was’ ath highly 
honourable and profitable ; among other parts of his office he 
had the care of the Eagle, or chief ftandard of the legion. 


AQ 
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early proof he gave of his merit, when he com- 
manded a regiment of foot, is a proof that he 


1s equal to any honour you fhall think proper to 
confer upon him ; as it gained him the ftrongeft 
teftimony of approbation from thofe moft illuf- 


trious perfonages Julius Ferox, and Fufcus Sa- 
linator. And I will add, Sir, that I fhall rejoice in 


anyeincreafe of dignity which he fhall receive as 
an occafion of particular fatisfaction to mvíelf. 














LETTER XXX. To the Emperor Trajan. 


Requeft your determination, Sir, in a point 
wherein I am greatly doubtful: it is, whether I 
fhould place the public flaves* as centinels round 
the prifons of the feveral cities in this province (as 
has been hitherto the practice) or employ a party 
of foldiers for that purpofe ? On the one hand, I 
am afraid the public flaves will not attend this 
duty with the fidelity they ought; and on the 
other, that it will engage too large a body of the 
foldiery : in the mean while I have joined a few of- 
the latte? with the former. I am apprehenfive, how- 
ever, there may be forme danger that this method will 
occafion a general neglect of duty, as it will afford 
them 














Slaves who were purchafed by the public. 
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them a mutual pretence of throwing the blame 
üpon each other. 


LETTER XXXI. TRAJAN fo PLINY. 


HERE is no occafion, my dear Pliny, 
to draw off any * foldiers in order to guard 
the prifons. Let us rather perfevere in the ancient 
cuftom obferved in this province, of employing 
the public flaves for that purpofe: the fidelity 
with which they fhall execute their duty will de- 
pend much upon your care and {trict difcipline. 
It is greatly to be feared, as you obferve, if the 
foldiers fhould be mixed with the public flaves, 
they will mutually truft to each other, and by that 
means grow fo much the more negligent. But 
my principal objection is, that as few {foldiers 
as poffible fhould be called off from their enfigns. 





a In the original itis Commilitones, ** my fellow-foldiers -i 
an appellation which thoíe Emperors who defired to be well 
with the army affected to ufe. Suetonius informs us, taat 
Auguftus would never employ that expreffion, as thinking it 
a condefcenfion unbecoming his dignity ; and neither fuitable 
t9 the tranquillity of the times, nor to military diícipline. 
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LETTER XXXII. To the 
Emperor “RAJAN. 





Abius Baffus, who commands upon the fron- 

tiers of Pontica, in a manner fuitable to the 
refpect and duty which he owes you, has been with 
me, Sir, for feveral days. As far as I could ob- 
ferve, he is a perfon of great merit, and worthy of 
your favour. I acquainted him with your order 
that he fhould be contented with ten ° berteficiary 
foldiers, two horfe-guards, and one captain, out of 
the troops which you were pleafed’to affign to my 
command. Hie affured me thefe would not be 
fufhcient, and that he would write to you accor- 
dingly: for which reafon I did not immediately 
recall his fupernumeraries. 

















2 T'he moft probable conjecture (for it is a point of a good 
deal of obfcurity) concerning the Jezeficiarii, feems to be, 
that they were a certain number of foldiers exempted from 
the ufual duty of their office, in order to be employed as a 
fort of body-guards to the General. ‘Thefe were probably 
foot; as the £guites here mentioned were perhaps of the fame 
nature, only that they ferved on horfe-back. Eguites fingu- 
dares Ca/arts, Augufti, Sc. are frequently met with upon an- 


cient infcriptions, and gre generally fuppofed to mean the 
body-guards of the Emperor. 
e 
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LETTER XXXIII. Trajan Zo Puiny. 


W Have received from Gabius Baffus the letter 
you mention, acquainting me, that the number 
of foldiers I had ordered him was not fufficient : 
and for your information I have directed my an- 
{wer to be hereunto annexed. It is very material to 
diftinguifh between what the exigency of affairs re- 
quires, and what an ambitious defire of power may 
think necefflary. As for ourfelves, the intereft of 
the public muft be our only guide: accordingly 
it 1s incumbent upon us to take all poffible care, 
that the foldiers fhall not be abfent from their 


{tandard. 












LETTER XXXIV. To the Emperor TRAJAN: 


FASHE Prufenfes, Sir, having an ancient bath 
which lies in a ruinous ftate, defire your leave 
to repair it: but upon examination, I am of opi- 
nion „it ought to be rebuilt, I think therefore 
you may indulge them in this requeft, as there will 
be a fufficient fund for that purpofe, partly from 


‘thofe debts which are due from private perfons 
K2 tO 





See let. 28. of this bé'ok.; 
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to the public, which I am now levying; and 


partly from the money they raife among themfelves 
towards furnifhing the bath with oil, which they 
are willing to apply to the carrying on of this 
building : a work which the dignity of the city, 
and the fplendour of your times feem to render 


necefiary. 











LETTER XXXV. Trajan žo PLINY. 





F iin ere&ting of a public bath will not be too 





that no new tax be levied for this purpofe, nor any 
of thofe taken off which are appropriated to gecef- 


{ary fervices. 





LETTER XXXVI. To the Emperor TRAJAN. 


‘AM affured, Sir, by your freedman and re- 
ceiver-general Maximus, that it is neceflary 
he fhould have an additional party of foldiers allign- 
ed to him, befides the Zezeficiarii,* which by your 
orders I appointed to the very worthy Gemellinus. , 
Thofe therefore which I found in his fervice I 
thought 





I 








Seel 32. of this. book in note. 
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thought paper he fhould retain, efpecially as he 
was going into " Paphlagonia in order to procure 
corn. For his better protection likewife, and be- 
caufe it was his requeft, I added two of the horfe- 
guards. But I beg you would inform me, in your 
next difpatches, what method you would have me 
obferve for the future in points of this nature. 


LETTER XXXVII. Trajan. fo PLINY. 


S my freedman Maximus was going upon 
an extraordinary commiuffion to procure 
corn, I approve of your having fupplied him 
with a file of foldiers. But when he fhall return 
to the duties of his fórmer poft, I think two from 
you, and as many from his coadjutor, my receiver- 
general Virbius Gemellinus, will be fufficient. 





P A province in the leffer Afia, bounded by the Black, Sea 
and the rivers Delafs and Cafilirmar. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


Emperor TRAJAN. 





To tbe 


| HI E very excellent young man Sempronius 

Czlianus having difcovered two ° flaves 
among the recruits, has fent them to me. But 
I deferred paffing fentence till I had confulted 
you, the reftorer and fupport of military diicipline, 
concerning the punifhment proper to be inflicted 
upon them. My principal doubt is, that altho’ 
they have taken the military oath, they are not yet 
entered into any particular legion. I beg therefore, 
Sir, you would let me know what courfe 1 fhall 
purfue in this affair, efpecially as it concerns 
example. | 





LE T- 


* The Roman policy excluded flaves from entering inta 
military fervice, and it was death if they did fo. However, 
upon cafes of great neceflity this maxim was difpenfed with ; 
but then they were firít made free before they were received 
into the army, excepting only (as Servius in his notes upon 
Virgil obferves) after thev fatal battle of Cannz ; when the 
public diitrefs was io great, that the Romans recruited their 
army witl? theis flaves, though they had not time tO give 
them their freedcm. One reafon, perhaps, of this policy 
might be, that they did not think it iafe to arm fo confider- 
side a body of mea, whofe numbers, in the times when the 
Roman iuxury vas hicheát, we may have fonte idea of, by the 
inftanceowhich Plii y the natyralift mentions of Claudius Ifo- 
dorus, w io at his de th was poffeffed of no lefs than 4116 
flaves, notwithitandi g he had loft great numbers in the 
vu wars. Piin. Hi . Nat. xxxiii. 10. Meurfius de luxu 

om. 





Book X. OF PLAIN X. 247 





LETTER XXXIX. TRAJAN fe PLINY- 





C pronus Calianus has acted agreeably t9 
my orders, in fending fuch perfons to be tried 
before you as appear to deferve capital punifhment. 
It is material however, in the cafe in queftion, to 
enquire whether thefe flaves inlifted themfelves 
voluntarily, or were chofen by the officers, or were 
prefented as fubftitutes for others. If they were cho- 
fen, the officer is guilty; if they are proxies, the 
blame reíts with thofe who deputed them ; but if, 
confcious of the legal inabilities of their ftation, 
they prefented themfelves voluntarily, the punifh- 
ment muft fall upon their own heads. "Phat they 
are not yet entered into any legion, makes no great 
difference in their cafe; for they ought to have 
given a true account of themfelves immediatelys 
upon their being approved as fit for the fervice, 
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LETTER XL. To the Emperor TRAJAN. 


A” I have your permiffion, Sir, to addrefs my- 

felf to you in all my doubts, you will not 
deem it below the dignity of your exalted ftation, 
to defcend to thofe humbler affairs, which concern 
my admnnifítration of this province. I find there 
are in feveral cities, particularly thofe of Nicomedia 
and Nicea, certain perfoas who take upon them- 
{elves to act as public ° flaves, and receive an annu- 
al ftipend accordingly ; notwithftanding they have 
been condemned either to the mines, the ^ public 
cames, or other punifhments of the like nature. 
Having received information of this abufe, I have 
been long debating with myíclf, how I fhould act. 
On the one hand, to fend them back to their re- 
fpecuve punifhments, (many of them being now 
erown old, and behaving, as I am affured, with fo- 
briety and modefty) would, I thought, be proceed- 
ing againít thein too feverely ; on the other, tc retain 
convicted criminals ın the public fervice, feemed 
not altogether decent. I confidered at the fame 
time, 




















a See cote È. 3¢ of this B. 

b A punifhment among the?Romans, ufually inflicted upon 
faves, by which they were to engage with wild beaíts, or 
perform tne part of g diators, in the public fhews. 
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time, to fupport thefe people in idlenefs, would be 
an ufelefs expence to the public; and to leave them 
to ftarve, would be dangerous. I was obliged 
therefore to fufpend the determination of this mat- 
ter, till I could confult with you. You will be 
defirous, perhaps, to be informed, how it hap- 
pened that thefe perfons efcaped the punifhments 
to which they were condemned. ‘This inqury I 
have alfo made, but cannnot return you any fa- 
tisfactory anfwer. ‘The decrees againft them were 
indeed produced ; but no record appears of their 
having ever been rev-ried. It was alerted; bow- 





ever, that thefe pcopie were pardoned upon their 
petition to the proconíals, or their leutenants ; 
which feems likely to be the truth, as it is impro- 
bable that any p.ríon would have dared to fer 
them at liberty without authority. 


LETTER XLI. TRAJAN zo PLINY., 





OU will remember you were fent into Bithy- 

nia, for the particular purpofe of correct- 
ing thofe many abufes which appeared neceffary to 
be removed. Now none ftands more in’ need of 
reformation, than that criminals. who have been 
fentenced to punifhmenmt, íbosld not only be 
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fet at liberty (as your letter informs me) without 
any apparent authority; but even appointed to em- 
ployments, which ought alone to be exercifed by 
perfons whofe characters are irreproachable. Thofe 
therefore among them who have been convicted 
within thefe ten years, and whofe fentence has not 
been reverfed by proper authority, muft be fent 
bacÈ to their refpective punifhments: but where 
more than ten years have elapfed fince their convic- 
tion, and they are grown old and infirm, lex them 
be difpofed of in fuch employments, as are but few 
degrees removed from the punifhments to which 
they were fentenced ; that is, either to attend upon 
the public baths, cleanfe the common fhores, or re- 
pair the ftreets and highways; thofe being the offices 
to which fuch perfons are ufually fentenced, 











LETTER XLIL Ze the Emperor TRAJAN. 


Hile I was making a progrefs in a different 
part of the province, a moft deftructive fire 
broke’ out at Nicomedia, which not only cen- 
fumed feveral private houfes, but alfo two pub- 
lic buildings; the town-houfe and the temple of 
tho’ they ftood on contrary fides of the 
The »ccmfion of its fprqading thus wide, 
was partly owing to the violence of the wind, 
and- 











5 
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and partly to the indolence of the people, who, 
it, appears, ftood fixed and indolent fpectators of 
this terrible calamity. The truth is, the city was 


a 


not furnifhed with either engines, buckets, 


or any fingle inftrument proper to extinguiíh 
fires: which I have now however given direc- 
tions to be provided. You will confider, Sur, 
whether it may not be advifeable to form a 
company of fire-men, confifting only of one hun- 
dred aad fifty members. I wil take care none 
but thofe of that bufinefs {hall be admitted into 
it ; and that the privileges granted them íhall not 
be extended to any other purpofe. As this corpora- 
tion will be confined to fo finall a number of mem- 
bers, it will be eafy to keep them under proper 
regulation. 


a It has been generally imagined that the ancients had 
not the art of raifing water by engines; but this paílage 
feems to favour the contrary opinion. ‘The word in the ori- 
ginal is Szpbo, which Hefychius explains (as one of thc. ccm- 
mentators obferves) inffrumenitum ad jaculandas aquas adverfus 
incendia; ** an initrument to throw up water againft fires."* 
But there is a paflage in Seneca which feems to put this 
matter beyond.«onjecture, tho’ none of the critics upon this 
piece hasc taken notice of it: Sozezuus, lays he, duabus mani- 
bus iuter fe junciis aquam concipere, EF compreffa utrimque pal- 
ma dm modum fiphonis exprimere, (Q. IN. l. 2. 16.] where we 
plainiy fee the ufe of this S;p5o was to throw up water, and 
confequently the Romans were acquainted with that art. 
Phe account which Pliny gives of the fountains at his Tuf- 
can villa is likewile another proof. 
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ETTER ALIIL TRAIAN 40 PLINY: 


OU are of opinion it would be proper to 
eftablifh a company of fire-men in Nico- 





media, agreeably to what has been practifed in fe- 
verar other cities. But it is to be remember d, 
that focieties of this fort have greatly difturb'd 
the peace of the province in general, and of thote 
cities in particular. Whatever name we give them, 
and for whatever purpofes they may be iníftituted, 
they will not fail to form themfelves into affem- 
blies, however {fhort their meetings may be. It 
will therefore be íafer, to provide fuch machines 
as are of fervice in extinguifhing fires, enjoining 
the owners of houfes to affift in preventing the 
mifchief from fpreading ; and if it fhould be necef- 
fary, to call in the help of the populace. 








LETTER XL.IIV. To the Emperor TRAJAN., 


Greeably tothe general notice we préviuwty 

gave for that purpofe, we have offered, Sirs 
our annual * vows, for your profperity, in which that 
of the empire is neceffarily included; implor- 


ing 


2 "This was an anniverfary cuftom obferved throughout 
(die Empire, on the 30th of December. 
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ing the Gods to grant that thefe yearly vows may 
never ceafe to be thus announced and thus offered. 


LETTER XLV. Trajan Zo PLINY. 


F Received the fatisfaction, my dear Pliny, of 
being informed by your letter, that you, to- 
gether with the people under your government, 
have both difcharged and renewed your annual 
vows to the immortal Gods, for my health and 
happiness. 





LETTER XLVI. Zo the Emperor TRAJAN. 


HE city of Nicomedia, Sir, have expend- 
ed three millions three hundred and twenty- 
nine fefterces ? in building an aquaeduct ; which, not 
anfwering the intent, the works are entirely fal- 
len to ruin. They made a fecond attempt in ano- 
ther place, where they laid out ° two millions, But 
in this likewife they were difappointed ; fo that after 
having been at an immenfe charge to no purpofe, 
thev mnft ill be ata farther expence, in order to be 
accommodated with water. I have examined a fine 
{pring from whence the water may be-conveyed 
over arches (as was attempted in their firft defign) in 
fuch 





a About 240001. of our money. 
b About 16000l. of our money. 
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fuch a manner that the higher, as well as ievel 
and low.parts of the city may be fupplied. There 
are but very few of the old arches remaining ; 
the fquare ftones, however, employed in the for- 
mer, may be ufed in turning the new arches. 
I am of opinion part fhould be raifed with brick, 
as that will be the eafier and cheaper mate- 
rial. But that this work may not be carried on 
with the fame ill fuccefs as before, it will be necef- 
fary to fend hither an architect, or fome períon 
fkilled in conftruéting this kind of water-works. 
And I wil venture to fay, from the beauty and 
ufefulnefs of the defign, it will be a conftruétion 
well worthy the fplendour of your times. 




















LETTER XLVIL TRAJAN fo PLINY; 


AR E muft be taken to fupply the city of 

Nicomedia with water; and that bufinefs, 
I am well perfuaded, you will perform with all 
the diligence you ought. But it is moft certainly 
no lefs incumbent upon you to examine, by whofe 
mifconduét it has happened, that sch large fums 
have been thrown away-upon this attempt; len ussy 
apply the money to private purpofes, and the aquæ- 
duct in queftion, like the former, fhould be begun 
and afterwards left unfinifhed. You will let me 


know the refult of your inquiry. 














LET- 
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LETTER XLVIII. Zo?bpe Emperor TRAJAN. 


H E citizens of Nicea, Sir, are building a 
theatre, which, tho' it is not yet finifhed, 

they have already expended, as I am informed “for 
1 have not examined the account myfelf) above * 
ten millions of fefterces ; and, what is worfe, I fear 
to no purpofe. For either from the foundation 
being laid in a marfhy ground, or that the ftones 
themfelves were decayed, the walls are crack’d 








from 


a About 80,000 l. of our money. ‘To thofe who are not 
acquainted with the immenfe riches of the ancients, it 
may feem incredible that a city, and not the capital one, 
of a conquered province, fhould expend fo large a fum of 
money upon only the fhell (as it appears to be) of a theatre : 
but Afia was efteemed the inoít confiderable part of the 
world for wealth; its fertility and exportations (as *T ully 
obíerves) exceeding that of all other countries. ‘The inge- 
nious Dr. Arbuthnot quotes an inftance from Athenzus of 
Afiatic riches, which a man muft be a tolerable arithmeti- 
cian even to cmt. It is the value of the treafure of Sar- 
dan2g&aius, with which he made a funeral pile for himfelf 
and family when he was befieged by Arbaces king of the 
Medes. ** Athenzus makes the value of the treafure of 
“€ this pile to amount to 100,000,009 talents which reck- 
oned in Babylonic talents, amounts to 16,95 3,125,000 l; 
‘This was only the value of the filver ; there was befides 
a tenth part of that number of talent: of gold, which if 
gold was reckoned in a decup?e proportion will juft dou- 
*« Die that fum." róutb. ant. coi, p. 203. 


€ € 
€ € 
ee 


a € 


© Orat. pro» Imp. Cn. Pomp. 
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from top to bottom. It deferves your confidera- 
tion therefore, whether it be. beft to carry on this 
work, or entirely difcontinue it; or rather, per- 
haps, whether it would not be moít prudent ab- 
folutely to deftroy it: for the foundations upon 
which this building is raifed, appear to me more 
expenfive than folid. Several private perfons have 
premifed to erect at their own expence, fome the 
portico, others the galleries above the ? pit : but this 
defign cannot be executed, as the principal fabric is 
at aftand. ‘This city 1s alfo rebuilding upon a more 
enlarged plan, the * Gymnafium, which was burnt 
down before my arrival in the province. They 
have already been at fome (and, I doubt, a fruit- 
lefs) expence. The ftruéture is not only irre- 
gular and ill-difpofed, but the prefent architect 
(who it muft be owned is a rival to the perfon. 
who was firft employed) aflerts, that the walls, 
tho’ they are? twenty-two feet thick, are not 
ftrong enough to fupport the ífuperftructure, as 

their 





256 








P The word Cavea in the original, cox srehends more 
than what we call the 2zrzoin our theatres, as it means «he 
whole {pace in which the fpectators fat. "'D'heíe theatres be- 
ing open at top, the.gallerics here mentioned were for the 
convenience of retiring in bad weather. 

- A place im which the athletic exercifes were  per-. 
formed, and where the philofophers alfo ufed to read their 
lectures. 

4 The Roman toot coniifted_of 13 inches and 7 tenths of 
our flandard. 
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their interftices are not cemented with mortar, 
rior are thefe walls faced with brick. 

“The inhabitants of * Claudiopolis are finking 
(for I cannot call it erecting) a large public bath» 
upon a low fpot of ground which lies at the foot of 
a mountain. The fund appropriated for the car- 
rying on of this work, arifes from the money which 
thofe honorary members you were pleafed to 74d 
to their fenate, paid (or at leaft are ready to pay 
whenever I call upon them) * for their admiffion. 
As I am afraid therefore the public money in 
the city of Nicea, and (what is infinitely more 








valuable than any pecuniary confideration) your 
benefaction in that of Claudiopolis, fhould be ill 
applied ; I muft defire you to fend hither an archi- 
tect to infpect, not only the theatre, but the bath ; 
in order to confider whether, after all the expence 
which has already been laid out, it will be 
better to finifh them upon-the prefent plan, or re- 
form the one, and remove the other : for otiier- 
wife we may perhaps throw away our future coft, 
by endeavouring nec: to lofe what we have already 





expendsa. 
VoL: EL. S I; E T= 


* A city in Ifaaric, a province in Afia, fituated at the foot 
ef mount Taurus between Lyconia, Pamphilia; Cilicia, and 
the iea. 

f The honorary fenators, that is, fuch who were not re- 
ceived into the council of theecity by election, but by the 
appointment of the Emperor, paid a certain fum c money 
upon their admuflion. 
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LETTER XLIX. TRAJAN £o PLINY. 





Yo U who are upon the fpot, will beft be 
able to confider and determine what 1s proper 


ro be done concerning the theatre, which the in- 
habitants of Nicea are building; as for myfelf, it 
will be fufficient if you let me know your determi- 
nation. With refpect to the particular parts of this 
theatre which are to be raifed at a private charge ; 
you will fee thofe engagements fulfilled, when the 
body of the building to which they are to be 
annexed, fhall be finifhed.—Thefe paltry Greeks 
are, I know, immoderately fond of Gymnaftic di- 
werfions, and therefore, perhaps, the citizens of 
Nicea have planned a more magnificent fabric 
for this purpofe than is neceffary: however, 
they muft be contented with fuch as will be 
fufficient to anfwer the ufe for which it is in- 


tended. 
I entirely leave it to you to advir the Clau- 
diopolitani as you fhall think proper, with relation 
to their bath, which they have placed, it feems, 
in a very improper fituation. As there 1s no pro- 
vince that is not furnifhed with men of fkill and 
ingenuity, 
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ingenuity, you cannot poffibly want architects ; ùn- 
lefs you think ıt the fhorteft way to procere them 


from Rome, when it is generally from Greece that 
they come to us. 


LETTER L. To the Emperor TRAJAN. 


HEN I reflect upon the fplendour of your 

exalted ftation, and the magnanimity of 
your fpirit ; nothing, I am perfuaded, can be more 
fuitable to both, than to point out to you fuch de- 
figns as are worthy of your glorious and immortal 
name, as being no lefs ufeful than magnificent. 
Bordering upon the territories of the city of 
Nicomedia is a moft extenfive lake; upon which 
the commodities of the country are eafily and 
cheaply tranfported to the high road; but from 
thence, are conveyed in carriages to the fea-fide, 
at great charge and labour. ‘To remedy -this 
inconvenience, will require, many hands; but 
upon fuch an oczafion they cannot be wanting 4 
for the country, and particularly the city, is 
exceedingly populous: and one may afluredly 
hope, that every body will readily engage in a 
work which will be of univerfal benefit. It only 
remains then to fend hither, if you fhall think prô- 
> 2 per, 
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per, a furveyor or an architect, in order to exa- 
mine whether the lake lies above the level of the 
fea; the engineers of this province being of opi- 
nion that the former is higher by forty * cubits. I 
find there is in the neighbourhood of this place, a 
large canal, which was formerly cut by one of the 
kings of this country; but as it was left unfinifhed, 
iwis uncertain whether the canal was for the purpofe 
of draining the adjacent lands, or making a com- 
munication between the lake and the river. It is 
equally doubtful too, whether the death of this 
Prince, or the defpair of being able to accompliíh 
the defign, prevented its completion. If the latter 
was the reafon, I am fo much the more defirous, for 
the honour of your illuftrious character (and I hope 
you will pardon me the amibition) that yoz may 
have the glory of executing, what ^ kings could 
only attempt. 











L E T- 





^ A Roman cubit is equal to 1 foot 5 inches ,4°5 of our 
meafure. 4ruthnot’s tab. | 
.. P A commentator upon this paffage thinks this a very ex- 
traordinary compliment; ** As if, {fays ne an Emperor of 
<< Rome could not do moze than a little king of Bithynia.?* 
But it is much more probable that this critic fhould be miitaken 
in his objection, than Pliny in his compliment; and cho’ he 
will have it to be a Z7/e king, it is more reafonable to fuppofe 
our author meant íome great king of Perfia.  Befides mpe- 
rgtor, among the Romans, had not of itfelf any fuch high 
idea, as has been afhxed_ to it in later times. ‘The meaning 
therefore of this wifh feems to be, that tho’ Trajan was con- 


tented 
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LETTER LI. TRAJAN £o PLINY.: 


HERE is fomething in the fcheme you 

propofe of opening a communication be- 
tween the lake and the fea, which may, perhaps, 
tempt me to confent to it. But you muft firft Care- 
fully examine the fituation of this body of water, 
what quantity it contains, and from whence it is 
fupplied ; left by giving it an opening into the fea, it 
fhould be totally drained. You may apply to Cal- 
purnius Macer for an engineer; as I will alfo fend 
you from hence, fome perfons {killed in works of 
this nature. 





LETTER LII. Zo the Emperor TRAJAN. 





PON examining the public expences of the 
city of Byzantium *, (which I find are ex- 
tremely great) I wss informed, Sir, that the ap- 
pomtments of the embafiador, which they fend 
yearly to you with their homage and the act 
S 3 which 





tented to be in title no more than, General, [Imperator] yet in 
acts of public munifitence he might be more than thoíe whe 
proudly ftiled themíelves kings. 

^ Now Conftantinople. 
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which paffes in the fenate upon that occafion, 
amount to twelve ^ thoufand fefterces. But know- 
ing the generous maxims of your government, I 
thought proper to fend the decree without the em- 
baffador; that at the fame time they difcharged 
their public duty to you, they might be eafed in 
the manner of paying it. This city is likewife 
taxcd with the fum of* three thoufand fefterces 
towards defraying the expence of an envoy, whom 
they annually fend to compliment the governor of 
Moefia: this expence I have alfo directed to be 
Ípared. I beg, Sir, you would deign either to con- 
firm my judgment, or correct my error in thefe 
points, by acquainting rne with your fentiments. 








LETTER LIII. TRAJAN Z0 PLINY.: 





LI Well approve, my dear Pliny, of your having 

excufed the Byzantines the expence of fending 
an embafílador to me. I fhall efteem their duty 
as fufficiently paid, tho’ I only receive the act of 
their fenate thro’ your hands. The governor of 
Moefia muft likewife excufe them, if they compli- 
ment hina at a lefs expence. 


b About 961. fterling. 
© About zy l. of our money. 
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LETTER LIV. To the Emperor Trajan. 


Beg, Sir, you would fettle a doubt I have con- 





cerning your? Diplomas; whether you think 
proper that thofe DzpZomas the dates whereof are ex- 
pired hall continue in force, and how lonz? For 1 
am apprehenfive I may thro’ ignorance, either con- 
firi fuch of thefe inftruments as are illegal, or pre- 
vent the effect of thofe which are neceflary. 


LETTER LV, I RAJAN fo PLINY. 


"T HOSE Diplomas the dates whereof are ex- 

pired; muft by no means be made ule of. 
For which reafon it is an inviolable rule with mê, 
to fend new inftruments of this kind into all the 
provinces before they are immediately wanted. 





^ A diploma is properly a grant of certain prrvileges 
either to particular places or perfons. It fignifies alio grants 
of other kinds; and it fometimes means * poft-warrants, 
as, perhaps, it does in this place. 


* See Let. xiv, of thie book, in the notes. 
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LETTER LVI. Jo the Emperor TRAJAN. 


PON intimating, Sir, my defign to the 
city of * Apamea, of examining into the 
ftare of their public funds and revenues; they told 
me they were all extremely willing I fhould in- 
fpect their accounts, but that no Proconíul had 
ever yet perufed them ; as they had a privilege (and 
that of a very ancient date) of adminiftring the af- 








tremely forry either to exceed, or to fall fhort of, 
the powers of my commiffion. 


a A city in Bithynia. 


LET- 
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LETTER LVII. TRAJAN fo FPLINY. 





H E memorial of the Apameans annexed 

to your letter, faved me the  neceffity 
of confidering the reafons they fuggeft, why the 
former Proconfuls forbore to infpect their ac- 
counts; fince they are willing to fubmit thein to 
your examination. ‘Their compliance deferves to 
be encouraged ; and they may be affured, the 
enquiry you are to make in purfuance of my or- 
ders, fhall be with a full referve to their privi- 
leges. 








LETTER LVIII. Zo the Emperor TRAJAN. 


Hi E Nicomedians, Sir, before my arrival 

in this province, had begun to buld a 

new Forum contiguous to their former, in à cor- 
ner of which ftands an ancient temple dedicated to 
the * mother of the Gods. ‘This edifice muft either 
be repaired, or, removed ; chiefly, becaufe it is a 
much 

2 Cybele, Rhea, or Ops, as fhe is fevefally called; from 


whom, according to the Pagan creed, the reft of the gods are 
fuppofed to have defcended. 
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much lower building than that very lofty one which 
is now erecting. Upon enquiry whether any parti- 
cular condition had been annexed to the dedication 
of this temple; I was informed that their ceremonies 
of dedication differ from ours. You will be pleaf- 
ed therefore, Sir, to confider whether a temple, 
which has not been confecrated according to our 
rites may be removed *, confiitencly with the re- 
verence due to religion: for if there fhould be no 
objection from that quarter, che removal in every 
other reípect would be extremely convenient. 


LEITER LIX- TRAAN ge PrttWwYv. 


O U may without fcruple, my dear Pliny, if 

the fituation requires 1t, remove the temple 
of the mother of tbe Gods, from the place where it 
now {tands, to any other more commodious. You 
need be under no difficulty concerning the act of 
dedication ; for the ground of a " foreign city is 
not capable of receiving that kind of confecration 
which is fanctified by our laws. 








* Whatever was legally confecrated, was ever afterwards 
anapplicablé to profane ufes. 

b "That is, a citv not admitted to enjoy the laws and pri- 
vileges of Rome. 


LET- 
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LETTER LX. To the Emperor Trajan. 


E have celebrated, Sir, (with thofe fenti- 

ments of gratulation which your virtues fo 
juftly merit) the day of your acceflion to the em- 
pire ; imploring the Gods to preferve you in health 
and profperity, as upon your welfare the fecus*ty 


and repofe of the world depends. I renewed at 
the fame time the oath of allegiance atı- head of 
the army, which repeated it after me in the ufual 


form, the people of the province zealoufly con- 
curring in the fame oath. 





LETTER LXI. TRAJAN £o PLINY. 


O U R letter, my dear Pliny, was extremely 

acceptable, as 1t informed me of the zeal and 
affection with which you, together with the army 
and the provincials, folemnized the day of my ac- 
ceffion to the empire. 











LET- 
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LETTER LXII. To the Emperor Trajan. 


H E debts which were owing to the public, 
are, by the prudence, Sir, of your councils, 
and the care of my adminiftration, either actually 
paid, or are now recovering : but I am afraid the 
maney muft lie unemployed. For as on one fide, 
there are few or no opportunities of purchafing 
land, fo on the other, one cannot meet with any 
‘perfon who is willing to borrow of the * public 
(efpecially at the intereft of 12 per cent.) when they 
can raife money upon the fame terms from private 
hands. You wil therefore confider, Sir, whether 
it may not be advifeable, in order to invite ref{pon- 
fible perfons to take this money, to lower the in- 
tereft ; or if that fcheme fhould not fucceed, to 
place it in the hands of the Decuri, upon their 
giving fufficient fecurity to the public. And tho" 
they *hould not be willing to receive it, yet as the 
rate of intereft will be abated, the hardfhip will be 
fo much the lefs. | 









a The reafon why they did not chufe to borrow of tke 
public at the fame rate of intereft which they paid to private 
perfons, was (as one of the commentators obferves) becaufe 
in the former inftance they were obliged to give fecurity ; 
whereas in the latter, they could raife money upon their per- 
fonal credit. 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXII. TRAJAN Z FLINTY. 





Í Agree with you, my dear Pliny, that there 
feems to be no other method of facilitating the 
placing out of the public money, than by lower- 
ing the intereft ; the rate of which you will de- 
termine according to the number of borrowers. 
But to compel perfons to receive it, who are not 
difpofed to do fo, when poffibly they themfelves 
may have no opportunity of employing it, is by 
no means confiftent with tlie juftice of my govern- 





ment, 


LETTER LXIV. Jo fbe Emperor TRAJAN: 





I Return you my warmett acknowledgments, Sir, 

that among the many important occupations in 
which you are engaged, you have condeícended to 
be my guide in thofe points wherein I have con- 
fulted you: a favour which I muft now again be- 
feech you to grant me. A certain perfon prefented 
Aiwifelf to me with a coniplaint, that his adverfa- 
ries who had been banifhed for three years by .the 
illuftrious Servilius Calvus, ftill remained in the. 
province: they, on the contrary, affirmed that 


Calvus had revoked their éentence, and produced 


his 
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his edict for that purpofe. I thought it neceffary 


therefore to refer the affair intirely to you. For as 
% have your exprefs orders not to reftore any perfon 
who has been fentenced to banifhment either by 
myíelf or others ; fo I have no directions with re- 
{pect to thofe, who having been banifhed by fome 
of my predeceffors in this government, have by 
them alío been reftored. It is neceflary for me, 
therefore, to beg you would inform me, Sir, how 
I am to act with regard to the above-mentioned 
perfons, as alfo to others, who after having been 
condemned to perpetual banifhment, have been 








found in the province without permiffion to return: 
for cafes of that nature have likewife fallen under 


my cognizance. A períon was brought before 

-me who had been fentenced to perpetual exile by 
the Proconful Julius Baffus ; but as I knew that 

the acts of Baffus, during his adminiftration, had 

been refcinded, and that, the fenate had granted 

leave.to all thofe who had fallen under his con- 
demnátion, of appealing from his decifion at any 
time within the fpace of two years ; I enquired of 
this man whether he had accordingly ftated his 
cafe to the Proconful?' He replied, he had not? 
I intreat you therefore to inform me whether you 
would have him fent back into exile; or whether 
you-think fome more fevere, and what kind of, 
punifhment 
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punifthment fhoukl be inflicted upon = his, sand 
tuch others who may hereafter be found under the 
Line cirt€uonianees. I have annexed to my letter 
the decree of Calvus, and the ediét by which the 
perlons mentioned above were rcitored, as alfo the 
decree of Ballus. 


LETTER LAN. T Raan /s Pery- 


I WIL.L. let you Know my determination con- 
cerning thofe exiles which were banifhed for 
three years by the Proconíul P. Servilius Calvus, 
and foon afterwards reftored to the province by his 
cdict, when I fhall have informed myíelf from hit: 
of the reafons of this proceeding. With refpeét 
to that perfon who was fentenced to perpetual ba- 
nifhment by Julius Baffus, yet continued to remain 
in the province, without makins his appeal if he 
thought himielf aggrieved, (tho’ he had two years 
given him for that purpofe) I would have him 
fent in chains to my ^ preztorian P'refects : for only 


CG. 


= ‘Thefe, in the original inftitution as feziled by Auguftus, 
were only commanders of his body-guards ; but in the later 
times of the Roman empire they were next in authority under 
the Emperor, to whom they feem to have acted ds a fort of 
prime mniniíters. 


m» 
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to remand him back to a punifhment which he 
has contumacioufly eluded, will by no means be à 
fufficient chaftifement. 








LETTER LXVI. To the Emperor Trajan. 


THEN I cited the judges, Sir, to attend 
me at a*íefhons which I was going to 
hold, Flavius Archippus claimed the privilege of 
being excufed, as exercifing the profeffion of a 
> philofopher. It was alledged by fome who were 
prefent, that he ought not only to be excufed 
from that office, but even ftruck out of the roll 
of judges, and remanded back to the punifhment 
from which he. had efcaped by breaking his 
chains. At the fame time a fentence of the. Pro- 
conful Velius Paullus was read, by which it ap- 
peared that Archippus had been condemned to the 
mines” for forgery. He had nothing to produce 
in proof of this fentence having ever been reverfed. 
He alledged, neverthelefs, in favour of his reftitu- 
tien, 











a The provinces were divided into a kind of circuits called 
Conventus, whither the Proconfuls ufed to go in order to ad- 
minifter juftice. The judges here mentioned muft not be 
underftood to mean the fame fort of judicial officers as with 
us; they were rather in the fiature of our juries. 

b By the imperial conftitutions the philofophers were ex- 
empted $ om ‘all public functions. Catane@us. 
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a-petition which he prefented to Domitian, toge- 
ther with a letter from that Prince and a decree 
of the Prufenfians in his honour. To thefe he 
fubjoined a letter which he had received from 
you; as alfo an edict and a letter of your auguft 
father confirming the grants which had been made 
to him by Domitian. For thefe reafons, notwith- 
itandine crimes of fo atrocious a nature were laid 
to his charge, I did not think proper to determine 
any thing concerning him, without firft confulting 
you; as it is an affair, which feems to merit your 
particular decifion. I have tranímitted to you, with 
this letter, the feveral allegations on both fides. 


DomiTian ss LETTER zo TERENTIUS 
MAXIMUS. 





Lavius Archippus the philofopher has pfe, 
vailed with me to give an order for 600,000 
* a fefterces to be laid out in the purchafe of an 
** eftate for the fupport of him,and his family, in the 
* neighbourhood of ^ Prufias, his native country. 

VOL. Il; 1 < Let 











2 About 4800 l. of our money. 

P Geographers are not agreed where to place this city ; 
Cellarius conjectures it may poflibly be the fame with Prz/a 
ad Olympum, Prufa at the foot of Mount Olympus in 5f kfia, 
mentioned in Let. 85. of this book. 
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* Let this be done acccrdingly ; and place that 
** fum to the article of my benefactions,”’ 


From tbe fame, to L. Arpprus Maximus. 


€€ 





Recommend, my dear Maximus, to your 
protection, that worthy philofopher Archip- 


€€ 





e pus, whofe moral conduct is agreeable to the 
* principles of the philofophy he profeifes: and I 


€c 


would have you pay great regard to whatever he 
** (hall reafonably requett.’’: 








The EDICT of the Emperor NERvA. 


HERE are fome points, * Quirites, 
concerning which the happy tenour of my 
«<< overnment is; d am perfuaded, a fufficient ex- 
** Slanation of my fentiments; and a good prince 
* need not give expreís declarations in matters 
<< wherein his intentions canmot but be univerfally 
* und-rítood. Every citizen in the empire will 
* b-areme witnefs, that I gave up my pritate re- 
ec pofe to the fecurity of the public, and that I 

might have the pleafure of difpenfing new boun- 
** tjes of my own; and confirming thofe of my 
<< predeceflors. 





A general appellation given to the ue people. 
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' predecefiors. 
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But left the memory of him ^ who 
conferred thefe grants, or the diffidence of thofe 


2 





who received them, fhould occafion any inter- 
ruption to the public joy; I thought it no lefs 
neceflary than it is agreeable to me to obviate 
thefe fufpicions, by affuring the perfons con- 
cerned of my indulgence. Let it not be thoughz 
that I fhall refcind either the public or private 
acts of any former Prince, in order to merit the 
credit of ratifying them; nor need any who have 
received the gratifications of imperial favour, 
petition me to have them confirmed. Rather let 
them leave me at leifure for conferring new 
orants ; under the affurance, that I am only to be 
folicited for thofe bounties which have not al- 
ready been obtained, and which the happier for- 
tune of the empire has put it in my power to be- 
{tow.”” 





From the fame, to lurrrius Justus. 


AVING publicly declared my refolution 
H to confirm the edictis of my predecefiors, 
and,even thofe;alfo which may have been pre- 
vented by their deaths from being carried into 
execution ; the directions contained in Domi- 
tian’s reícript muft be obferyed.” 


T 2 LRT 


Domitian. 





LETTER LXVII. To the Emperor 
TRAJAN. 





Lavius Archippus has conjured me, by all my 
wifhes for your profperity, and by your im- 
mortal glory, that I would tranímit to you the 
memorial which he prefented to me. I could not 
refufe a requeft preffed upon me in /zcP terms; 
however, I acquainted the profecutrix with this my 
intention, from whom I have alío received a me- 
morial on her part. I have annexed them both 
to this letter; that by hearing, as it were, each 
party, you may the better be enabled to decide. 





LETTER LXVIII. Trajan zo PLINY. 


T is pofrnble that Domitian might be ignorant 

of the circumftances in whici Archippus was, 
when he wrote the letter fo much to that philo- 
{gpher’s credit. However, it is more agreeable 
‘oO my.difpofition to fuppofe that prince defigned 
he 
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he fhould be reftored to his former fituation ; efpe- 
cially fince he fo often had the honour of a ftatue 
decreed to him by thofe, who could not be a igno- 
rant of the fentence pronounced again{t him by 
the Proconful Paullus. But I do not men: to 
intimate, my dear Pliny, that if any new chacge 
fhould be brought, you fhould be the lefs di‘pofed 
to hear his accufers. I have examined the memorial 
of his profecutrix, Furia Prima, as alío that of Ar- 
chippus himfelf, which you fent with your letter. 


2 In the text of all the editions it 1s gu? iguorabamt, but 
the reafoning feems to require the negative particle; though 
the commentators have paíled over the paflage without ob- 
jection. 
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LETTER LXIX. To the Emperor TRAJAN 





T H E apprehenfions you exprefs, Sir’, that the 

lake will be in danger of being entirely drain- 
ed, if a communication fhould be opened between 
that and the fea, by means of the river, are agree- 
able to that fagacity you fo eminently poffefs ; 
but I think I have found a method to obviate 
that inconvenience. A channel may be cut from 
the lake to the river, and a narrow flip of land 
left between them. By thefe means the water 
in the lake will not only be preferved and kept 
diftinct from the river, but the fame purpofes will 
be anfwer’d as if they were united: for it will be 
extremely eafy to convey over that little inter- 
vening ridge, whatever burdens fhall be brought 
down by the canal. ‘This is a {cheme which may 
be parfued, if it fhould be found neceffary ; but I 
hope there will be no occafion to put it in practice. 
For in the firft place, the lake itíclf is pretty deep ; 
and in the next, by damming up a river, which 
runs from it on the oppofite fide, and turning its 
courfe as we fhall find proper, the fame quantity 
of water may ftill be retained. — Befides, there are 








Ícvcral 


a See Letters 50 and 51 of this Book. 
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feveral little brooks near the place where it is pro- 
pofed the channel fhall be cut, which if fkilfully 


colleéted, will fupply the lake with water in pro- 
portion to what it fhall difcharge. But if you 
fhould rather approve of the channel’s being ex- 
tended farther, and cut narrower, and {o conveyed 
directly into the fea, without running into the river; 
the reflux of the tide will return whatever it ro- 
ceives from the lake. After all, if the nature of 
the place fhould not admit of any of thefe fchemes, 
the courfe of the water may .be checked by fluices. 
.Thefe, however, and many other particulars, will 
be more {fkilfully examined into by the engineer, 
whom, agreeably to your promife, I hope you will 
fend; for indeed, Sir, it is an enterprize well 
worthy of your attention and magnificence. In the 
mean while I have written to the illuftrious Ca’- 
purnius Macer, in purfuance of your orders, to fead 
me a fkilful engineer proper for this occafion. 








LETTER FLXX. TRAJAN zo PLINY. 


T° is evidenf; my dear Pliny, that neither your 

prudence nor your care have been wanting in 
this affair of the lake; fince, in order to render 
it of more general benefit, you have provided fo 
Y 4 many 
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many expedients againít the hazard of its being 





drained. I leave it to your own choice to puríue 
which-ever of the fchemes fhall be thought moft, 
proper. Calpurnius Macer will furnuh you, no 
doubt, with an engineer, as artifts of that kind are 
not wanting in his province. 


LETTER LXXI. To tbe Emperor TRAJAN. 


Very confiderable queftion, Sir, in which 
this whole province is interefted, has been 
lately ftarted, concerning the ° ftate and mainte- 
nance of deferted children. I have examined the 
conftitutions of former Princes upon this head, but 
not finding any thing in them relating, either in 
£&^neralor particular, to the Bithynians, I thought 
it ueceffary to apply to you for your directions : 
for, in a point which feems to require the fpecial 
interpofition of your authority, I could not content 
myfelf with following precedents. An edict of the 
Emperor Auguftus (as pretended) was read to me, 
concerning one Annia;.as alfo a letter from Vef- 
pafian to the L.acedaemonians, and another from 
Titus to the fame, with one likewife from him to 
the Achzans. At the fame time fome letters 
from 














a That is, whether they fhould be confidered in a flate of 
freedom sf flavery. 
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from Domitian were exhibited to me, directed to 
the Proconful Avidius Nigrinus, and Armenius 
Brocchus, together with one from that Prince to 
the L.acedzmonians: but I have not tranfmitted 
them to you, as well becaufe they were not correct 
(and fome of them too of fufpicious authority) as 
becaufe I imagine, the true copies are preferyed 
in your archives. 





LETTER LXXII. Trajan so PLINY. 


"D H E queftion concerning fuch children who 

were expofíed by their parents, and after- 
wards taken up by others, and educated in a ftate 
of fervitude tho’ born free, has been frequenti- 
difcuffed ; but I do not find in the conftitutions of 
the Princes my predeceffors, any general reg» la- 
tion upon this head, extending to all the prov? aces. 
There are, indeed, fome refcripts of Domitian to 
Avidius Nigrinus and Armenius Brocchus, which 
ought to be obferved; but Bithynia is not compre- 
hended in the provinces therein mentioned. I am 
of opinion therefore, that the claims of thofe who 
affert their right of freedom upon this footing, 
fhould be allowed ; without obliging them to pur- 
_chafe their liberty by re-paying the money ad- 
vanced for their maintenance. 


Lik T- 
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LETTER LXXIII. Zothe Emperor TRAJAN. 


Aving been petitioned by certain perfons to 

erant them the liberty (agreeably to the 
practice of former Proconfíuls* of removing the 
relics of their deceafed relations, fuggefting, that 
either their monuments were decayed by age, or 
ruined by the inundations of the river, or for 
other reafons of the famé kind: I thought proper, 
Sir, knowing that in cafes of this nature it is ufual 
at Rome to apply to the college of Priefts, to 
confult you, who are the fovereign of that facred 


how you would have me act in this 











LETTER LXXIV. TRAJAN fo PLINY. 


T will be a hardíhip upon the provincials to 
oblige them to addrefs themfelves to the col- 
lege of Prieíis, whenever they may have juft rea- 
fons for removing the afhes of their-anceftors. Tn 
‘this cate emai it will be better you fhould 


follow the example of the governors your prede- 


ceffors, and grant or deny them this liberty as you 
fhall tee reafonable. 


L E T- 
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LETTER LXXXV. VYZo the Emperor Trajan. 


Have enquired, Sir, at Prufa, for a proper 





place on which to erect the bath you were 
pleafed to permit that city to build; and I have 





found one to my fatisfaction. It is upon tie fre 
where formerly, I am told, ftood a very beautiful 
fabric, but which is now entirely fallen into ruins. 
By fixing upon that fpot, we fhall gain the advan- 
tace of ornamenting the city in a part which at 
prefent is exceedingly deformed, and enlarging 
it at the fame time without removing any of the 
prefent edifices : only rebuilding one which is fallen 
to decay. There are {fome circumítances attendin- 
this laft ftructure, of which it is proper I fhould '* i- 
form you. Claudius Polyzenus bequeathed it to che 
emperor Claudius Caífar, with directions that a 
temple fhould be erected to that Prince in the midft 
ofa piazza, and that the remainder of the houfe 
fhould be lett out in apartments. The city received 
the rents for a confiderable time; but the piazza, 
topether with the whole dome, partly by having 
been plundered, and partly by being neglected, is 
entirely gone to ruin, and there is now ícarce any 
thing remaining but the ground upon which it 
ftood. If you fhould think proper, Sir, either to 
give or fell this fpot of ground to wie c:*v, as it 
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iyes fo çonveniently for their purpoíe, they will- 
receive the favour as the higheft mark of your 
indulgence. I intend, with your permiffion, tc 
place the bath in the vacant area, and to extend 
a range of porticos with feats, in that part where 
the former edifice ftood. ‘This new erection I de- 
fign to dedicate to you, by whofe bounty it will rife 
with all the elegance and magnificence worthy of 
your glorious name. I have fent you a copy of 
the will, by which, tho’ it is incorrect, you will fee, 
that Polyzenus left fevéral ornamental articles for 


the embellifhment of this houfe ; but thefe alfo are 
loft with all the reft: I will however make the ftrict- 


cít enquiry after them that I am able. 








ETTER LXXVI. TRAJAN fo PLINY. 


lave no objection tothe Prufenfes making ufe 
ot the area together with the untenanted houfe, 
which -you fay 1s fallen into ruins, for the fitua- 
tion of their bath. But it is not fufficiently clear 
by your letter, whether the temple in the center 
of the piazza was actually dedicated to Claudiais 
or not, for if it were, it is fil confecrated 
ground ' 





1 





And confequently by the Roman laws unapplicable to 
any other purpofe. 
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mn LORS Ro AA Vil. Jove 


Emperor “TRAJAN. 


I Have been preffed by fome perfons to take 

upon myfelf the cognizance of caufes relating 
to claims of freedom by birth-right ; agreeably toa 
refícript of Domitian’s to Minucius Rufus, and to 
the practice of former Proconfuls. But upon caft- 
ing my eye on the decree.of the fenate concern- 
ing cafes of this nature, I find it only mentions? the 
Proconfular provinces. I have therefore, Sir, de- 
ferred intermeddling in this affair, till I fhall 
receive your commands how you would have me 
act. 


^ The Roman provinces in the times of the Empe ors, 
were of two forts, and diftinguifhed by the name o$ the 
Provincie Ce/faris, and the Peovinciæ Senatus. The Pravincia 
Cæfaris, or Imperial provinces, were fuch as the En:peror, 
for reafons of policy, referved to his own immediate admini- 
flration, or of thofe whom he thought proper to appoint: 
‘The Provinciæ Senatus, or Proconíular provinces, were fuch 
as he left to the government of Proconfuls, or Prztors, 
chofen in the ordinary method éf election. [Vid. Suet. in Aug. 
C. $4. n. r.] Of the former kind was Bithynia, at the time 
whef our author prefided in that province. Vid. Mafon. vit. 
Plin. p. 133. 
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LETTER S LXXVIII. Trajan Zo PLINY. 





F you will fend me the decree of the fenate, 
which occafioned your doubt, I fhall be able ':o 
judge, whether it is proper you fhould take cogni- 
zance of caufes relating to claims of freedom’ by 
birth-right. 








LETTER LXXIX. To tbe Emperor TRAJAN. 


Jens Largus, of the province of * Pontica, 

(a perfon whom I never faw, nor indeed ever 
Reard of his name till lately) in confidence, Sir, of 
'-our diftinguifhing judgment in my favour, has 
in tufted me with the execution of the laft inftance 
of , is loyalty towards you. Hie has left me by his 
will, his eftate upon truft, in the firft place to re- 
ceive out of it 50,000 fefterces ° for my own ufe, 
and to apply the remainder for the benefit of the 
cities of © Heraclea and Tios, either by erecting 
fome public edifice dedicated to your honour, or 
.inftituting Athletic games, as I fhall fee praner. 
| Thefe 





2 A province in Afia, bordering upon the black fea, and 
by fome zsncient geographers confidered as one province 
with Bithyrfia. 

b About 40951. £verling. 

c (limes of Pontus gear the Euxine or black fea. 
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Thefe games are to be celebrated every five years, 
and called Zrajan’s games. My principal realon 
for acquainting you with this bequeft is, that 
| may receive your directions which of the re- 
f»ective alternatives to choote. 





BETTER LXXX. TRAJAN fo PLINY. 


Y che prudent choice Julius Largus has 

made of a truftee, one would imagine he had 
known you perfectly well ‘You will confider then 
wnich of the alternatives will oft tend to perpetu- 
ate the cteftator's memory, under the circumfítances 
of the reípective cities and make your option 
accordingly. 





LETTER LXXXI. Tobe Emperor TRA AN, 


OU acted agreeably, Sir, to your ufual cc fum- 

mate prudence, when you ordered the illuf- 
trious Calpurnius Macer to fend a legionary cen- 
turion to Byzantium *, You will confider whether 
the city of Juliopolis does not alfo deferve the fame 
attention; which, tho’ it is extremely fmall, fuftains 
very great burthens, and is fo much the more ex- 
poíed to oppreffions, as it is lefs capable of refitting 


them. Whatever benefits you fhall confer upon 
thar 





Conftantinople. 
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that city. will in effect be advantageous to the. 
whole country: for, it 1s fituated ac che entrance of 
Bithynia, and is the town thro’ which all who 





travel into this province generally país. 


fa I Be LAM AML [RAJAN Zo PLAIN. 


F^ R^ H E circumftances of the city of Byzantium 
d are fuch, by the great confluencec i itrangers 
toit, that I thought it incumbent upon ime to ho- 
nour it with a legionary-centurion’s guard, which 
was always granted to them in former reigns. But 
if we fhould diítinguifh the city of Juliopolis in the 
fame manner, it will be introducing a precedent for 
miany other towns, whole claim to that favour will 
ric * in proportion to their want of itrength. I have 
for uch confidence, however, in your admaniítration, 
as tc believe you will omit no method of protect- 
ing them from injuries. IT any perfons fhall act 
contrary to the difcipline I have enjoined, let them 
be inftantly corrected; or i£ they happen to be fol- 
diers and their crimes fheould be too enormous for 
immediate chaftifement, I would have them fent to 
their officers, with an account of “the particular 
mifdemeanour you fhall find they have committed ; 
but if the delinquents fhould be on their return to 
Rome, infori me by letter. 
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LETTER LARA To be 


Emperor I RAJAN. 


tY alaw of ° Pompey’s concerning the Bithy- 
nians it is enacted, Sir, that no períon fhall 
be a magiftrate, or be chofen into the fenate under 
the age ol: chirty. By the fame law it is declared, 
that thofe who have exercifed the office of magií- 
trate, are qualified to be members of the fenate. 
Subfequent to this law the Emperor Auguftus 
publifhed an ediét, by which it was ordained, that 
perfons of the age of twenty-two fhould be capable 
of being magiftrates. The queftion therefore is, 
whether thofe who have exercifed the functions of 
a magiítrate before the age of thirty, may be le- 
cally chofen into the fenate by the ° Cenfors ? Ard 
if fo, whether, by the famme kind of coníftruct: on, 
V O@-« LL EJ they 








a Pompey the Great having fubdued Mithridates; and by 
that means greatly enlarged the Roman empire, paffed feveral 
Faws relating to the newly-conquered provinces, and, among 
others, that which »s here mentioned : as Catanzus obferves 
from Appian. P" 

> The right of electing fenators did not originally belong: 
to the Cenfors, who were only, as Tuliy fomewhere calls 
them, Guardiazs of the difcipline and manners of the city ; but 
in proceís of time they engrofled the whole privilege of con- 
ferring that honour, 
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they may be elected fenators, at the age which en- 
titles tnem to be magiftrates, tho’ they fhould not 
actually have borne any office ? For this cuftom; 
it feems, has hitherto been obferved: and it 1s faq 
to be expedient ; as it is better that perfons of ncble 


birth fhould be admitted into the fenate, than thole 
of Plebeian rank. The Cenfors elect having de- 


fired my fentiments upon this point, I was-of opi- 
nion, that both by the law of Pom; , and the 
edict of Auguftus, they who had exercifed the ma- 
giftracy before the age of thirty, might be chofen 
into the fenate: and for this reafon ; becaufe the 
edict allows the office of magiftrate to be under- 
taken before thirty, and the law declares, that 
whoever has been a magiftrate, fhould be eligible 
into the fenate. But with refpeét te thofe who 
never difcharged any office in the ftate, tho’ they 
were of the age required for that purpofe, I had 
icoane doubt; and therefore, Sir, I apply to you for 
your directions. I have fubjoined to this letter the 
heads of the law, together with the edict of Au- 
ceuíftus. 
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LETTER LAXXIV, TRAJAN Zo PLINY. 
I “cree with you, my dear Pliny, in your con- 

itruction ; and am of opinion that the law of 
Ponrpey is fo far repealed by the edict of the em- 
peror Auguftus, that thofe perfons who are not un- 
der twenty-two years of age may execute the 
office of mimauaftrates, and be received into the 
fenate of their refpective cities. But I think 
that they who are under thirey years of age, and 
have not difcharged the function of a magiftrate, 
cannot, upon pretence that in point of years they 


were competent to the office, legally be elected in- 
to the fenate of their feveral communities. 





LET TER LXXXV. To the 


Emperor TRAJAN. 


HILST I was difpatching, at my lodgings 

in Prufa ^, fome affairs, Sir, relating to 
the public, with an intentior. of leaving that city 
the fame day ; Afclepiadzs, a maguitrate, informed 
me, that Eumolpus had appealed to me from a 
motion which Cocceianus Dion made in their fe- 
U 2 nates 





2 A* the fcot of Mount Olympus. 


VE 
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nate. Dion, it fecms, having been appointed fu- 
pervifor of a public edifice, defired that it might 
be affigned * to the city in form. Eumolpus, wh 
attended as counfel for Flavius Archippus, infif ed 
that Dion fhould firft be required to deliver in his 
accounts relating to this work, before it fhoulc’ be 
affigned to the corporation ; fuggefting that he had 
not performed his office in a proper manne’. He 
added at the fame time, that in this building, in 
which your ftatue is erected, the bodies of Dion's 
wife and fon are buried‘ ; and urged me to hear 
this caufe in the public court of judicature. Upon 
my aflenting to his requeft, and deferring my 
journey for that purpofe; he defired a longer day 
in order to prepare matters for the hearing, and 
that I would :ry this caufe in fome other city. I 
eppointed the city of Nicea ; and accordingly hav- 
i:g taken my feat on the tribunal, Eumolpus, 

pretending 














b This, probably, was fome act whereby the city was to 
ratify and confirm the proceedings of Dion under the com- 
miíbon affigned to him. 

€ Jt was a notion which generally prevailed with the an- 
cients, in the Jewith as well as Heathen world, that there was 
a pollution in the contact of dead bodies, and this they ex- 
tended to the very houfe in which the corpíe lay, and even to 
the uncovered veítels that ftood in the fame room. [774. Pot. 
Antiq. v. 2. 188.] From fome fuch opinion as this it 1s p 70- 
bable, that the circumitance here mentioned of placing 'I'ra- 
jan’s ftatue where thefe 'pod:es were depofited, was efteemed 
as a mark of difrefpeét to his perfon. 
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pretending not to be yet fufficiently prepared, 
moved that the trial might be again put off: Dion, 
om the contrary, infifted it fhould be now heard. 
They debated this point very fully on both fides, 
and entered a little into the merits of the caufe ; 
whem being of opinion, that it was reafonable it 
fhou 4 be adiourned, and thinking it proper to ad- 
vife wit you in an affair which was of confequence 
in point or ! x ample, I directed them to exhibit the 
articles of their refpective allegations, in writing : 
for, I was defirous you fhowlid judge from their 
own exprefs reprefentations, of the ftate of the 
queftion between them. Dion promifed to comply 
with this direction ; as EEumolpus alío affured me he 
would draw up a memorial of what he had to alledge 
on the part of the community. But he added, that 
being only concerned as advocate on behalf of 
Archippus, whofe inítructions he had already lait 
before me, he had nothin:: to charge with refps:ét 
to the fepulchres. Archippus however, for whom 
Eumolpus was counfel here. as at Prufa, affured 
me he would himíelf preí:nt a charge in form 
with refpect to this laft article. But neither Eu- 
molpus nor Archtppus (tho’ I have waited feveral 
days for that purpofe) have yet performed their 
engagement: Dion indeed has; and ł have an- 
nexed his meinorial to this letter. I have taken a 

UJ 4 view 
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view of the buildings in queftion, where I find 
your ftatue is placed in a library; and as to the 
edifice in which the bodies of Dion's wife and fo* 
are {aid to be depofited ; it ftands in the middle of 
an area furrounded with a colonade. Deign, thare- 
fore, I intreat you, Sir, to direct my judgmen in 
the determination of this caufe above all otha-s, as 
3t is a point to which the public is great atten- 
tive. And, indeed, it highly deferve very ma- 
ture deliberation, fince the fact is not only acknow- 
ledged, but countenarced by many precedents. 


LETTER LXXXVI. Trajan £o Piiny, 


O U well know, my dear Pliny, that it is 
my fixed maxim not to render myfelf an 
&bject of terror, either by fevere and rigorous mea- 
iNres of government, or by encouraging accufa- 
tious of treafon againft tne refpect due to my per- 
fons you had no reafcn, therefore, to hefitate a 
moment upon the po'nt, concerning which you 
thought proper to con.uit mc. Without entering 
into the merits of the gaia (to which I would 
by no means give any attention, tho’ there were 
ever ío many inftances of the fame kind) I recom- 
mend to your care the examining of Diors ac- 
counts relating to the public works which he has 


II finifhed ; 
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finifhed ; as it is a cafe in which the intereft of the 
city is concerned, and as Dion neither ought, nor, 
it feems, does refufe, to fubmit to the examina- 
EI C'n. 








LETTER LXXXVII. Zo the Emperor 


‘TRAJAN. 


Hie Niceans having, in the name of their com- 

munity, conjured me, Sir, by all my hopes 

and wifhes for your profperity and immortal glory, 

(an adjuration which is and óught to be moft facred 

to me) to prefent to you their petition; I did not 

think myíelf at liberty to refufe them: I have there- 
fore annexed 1t to this letter. 


LETTER LXXXVIII. Trajan fo PLINY. 


H E Niceans, I find, claim a right, by. an 

edict of Auguftu;, to the eftate of «very 
citizen who dies intefítaice. You will therefore 
fummon the feveral parties intereíted in this quef- 
tion, and with the afliftince of Epimachus and 
Gemellinus, my Procurators (having duly weigh- 
ed évery argument that fhall be alledged againft 


the claim) determine as fhall appear moft equat- 


able. 








LI 4 LEIL 








LETTER LXXXIX. 


TRAJAN, 


To tbe Emperor 








A Y this and many fucceeding birth-da ys 
be attended, Sir, with the higheft felicity 
to you; and may you, in the midft of an uninter- 
rupted courfe of health and profperity, be ill add- 
ing to the increafe of that immortal glory, which 








treNiely agreeable to me. 


LETTER XCI. To the Emperor TRAJAN. 
HIE city of * Sinope "is ill fupplied, Sir, 


with water, which however may be brought” 
thither from about fixteen mules diftance, in great 


plenty and perfection. The ground indeed, ne?r 
the-fource of this fpring, is, for fomewhat more: 





than 


In the.--cuv... of Pontica. 
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than a mile, of a very fufpicious and looic nature ; 
but I have directed an examination to be made 
(which will be effected at a fmall expence) whether 
it is fufficiently firm to fupport any fuperftructure. 
l aave taken care to provide a fufficient fund for 
this purpofe, if you fhould approve, Sir, of a work 
{fo conducive to the health and pleafure of this ca- 
lony, xreatly diftreffed by a fcarcity of water. T 


LETTER XCII..'InAJAN £o PLINY 


Would have you proceed, my dear Pliny, in 

carefully examining, whether the ground you 
fufpect, is firm enough to fupport an aquzeduct. 
For I have no manner of doubt that it :s proper 
the city of Sinope fhould be fupplied with water ; 
provided their finances will bear the expence cf a 
work fo conducive to th*ir health and pleafur-.. 





LETTER XCIII. To the Emperor 'YRAJAN- 


H E free and confederate city of * Amifus 
enjoys, by your indulgence, the privilege of 
ciag governed by its own laws. A memorial hav- 


ing 





a A colony of Atheniatr ovince of Pontica. 
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ing been there prefented to me concerning 
a charitable ° inftitution, I have fubjoined it to 
this letter, that you may confider, Sir, whether. 
and how far, this fociety ought to be permitted, dr 
prohibited. 








LETTER XCIV. TRAJAN zo PrLIMY. 





F the prayer of the petition of the Amv chi which 
you have tranfimitted to me, concerning the 
eftablifhment of a charjtable fociety, be agreeable 
to their own laws, which by the articles of alliance 
it is ftipulated they fhall enjoy, I fhall not oppofe 
it; efpecially if thefe contributions are employed, 
mot for the purpofes of riot and faction, but for the 
fopport of the indigent. In other cities however, 
which are fubject to our laws, I would have al] 
affaamblies of this nature prohibited. 














b The learned Cafaubon, in his obfervations upon 'Thea- 
phraítue (as cited by one of the commentators) informs us 
that there were at Athens an4 other cities of- Greece, cer- 
tain fraternities, which paid thto a common cheit a monthly 
contribution towards the fupport of óuch cf their merabers 
who had fallen into mistortunes; upon condition, that if 
ever they arrived to more proíperous circumitances, they 


fhould repay into the general fund the morféy fo advanced. 
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LETTER XCV. To the Emperor RAJAN. 





Uetonius Tranquillus, Sir, is a perfon of great 
probity and learning, as well as of noble birth. 





^ 
I was fo much pleafed with his difpofition and 





manners, that I long fince invited him into my 
fauidy, as my conftant gueft and domeftic friend ; 
and ray affection for him increafed the more I 
difcovered of his character. Two reafons concur 
to render the privilege * which the law grants to 

7 thofe 


^ By the law for encouragement of matrimony (fome account 
of which has already been given in the notes above) thofe 
who lived batchelors, were declared incapable of inheriting 
any legacy by will ; fo likewife if being married, they had no 
children, they could nog claim the tull advantage of benefac- 
tions of that kind: + Thus Nevolus in Juvenal very humor- 
oufly urges his gallantries in his friend's family, as a meri- 
torious piece of fervice which he had done him. 








Nullum ergo meritum eff, ingrate ac perfide, nullum, 
Quod tibi filiolus, vel filia ivafeztur ex me ?— 
Jura parentis babes; propter me /criberis heres s 
Legatum omne capis, necnon 9 dulce caducum. 


Sat. Q. v. 82, &c. 


And ow’ft thou nothing ther’, ingrate ! to me, 
That from my loins you fons and daughters fee ? 
oA parent's privilege by me you gain, 

fend the rich legacy in full obtain. 


Pliny therefore alludes to this law, when he mentions the 
bounties of Tranquillus’s decealed friends, as one reafon why 
1t was expedient for him to obtain the jus trium liberorum, 
viz. in order to entitle him to the full benefit of their feveral 
bequefts. 





+ Lipfiüi excure in Tac. 4n- 3 Ceo: 4 
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thofe who have three children, extremely neceflary 


to him ; Í mean, the bounty of his friends, and the 
il} fuccefs of his marriage. "Thofe advantages there- 
fore which nature has denied to him, he hopes 
to obtain from your goodnefs, by my intercef- 
fion. I am thoroughly fenfible, Sir, of the va 











lue of the privilege I am afking ; but I know toa I 
am afking it from one, whofe gracious compliance 
with all my defires I have amply experienced, 





my abfence ; which I fhould not have done, had it 


not been a favour which I am more than commonly 
anxious to obtain. 





LETTER XCVI. TRAJAN 7o PriNv. 
ye U cannot but be perfectly fenfible, my dear 


Pliny, how referved " am in granting favours 
of the kind you defire ; having frequently. declared 
in the fenate, that I had ziot exceeded the number 
which I affured that illustrious order I would be 
contented with. I have yielded, however, to your 
requeít ; and have directed it to be inferted in my 
regifter, that I have conferred upon Tranquillus, 
on ray ufual conditions, the privilege which. the 
law grants to thofe whe have three children, 








LET 
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LETTER * XCVII. To the Emperor 


TRAJAN. 





T is a rule, Sir, which I inviolably obferve, to 
refer myfelf to you in all my doubts; for, who 
is anore capable of removing my fcruples, or in- 
forming my ignorance? Having never been pre- 
fent at aùy trials concerning thofe who profefs | 
Chriftianity, I am unacquainted not only with 
the nature of their crimes; or the meafure of their 
punifhment, but how far it is proper to enter in~ 
to an examination concerning them. Whether 
therefore any difference is ufually made with re- 
fpect to the ages of the guilty, or no diftinction 
is to be obferved between the young and the 
adult; whether repentance intitles them to a par- 
don ; or if a man has been once a Chriftian, it a- 
vails nothing to defift rom his error ; whether the 
very profeffion of Chrítianity, unattended with 
any criminal act, or only the crimes themfelves in- 
herent 

















This letter is efteemed as almoft the only genuine monu- 
ment of ecclefiaftical antiquity relating to the times immedi- 
-ately fucceeding the Apoítles, it being written at moft not a- 
bow forty years after the death of St. Paul. It was preferved 
by the Chriftians themfelves as a clear and unfufpicious evi- 
dence of the purity of thejr doctrines ; and is frequently ap- 
pealed to by the early wrrers of the church againit the calum- 
nies of their adveríaries. 
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hererit in the profeffion are punifhable ; in all thefe 
points I 4m greatly doubtful. In the mean while 
the method I have obferved towards thofe who 
have been brought before me as Chrittians, is 
this: I interrogated them whether they were 
Chriftians : if they confeffed, I repeated the que- 
{tion twice, adding threats at the fame time; 
and if they ftill perfevered, I ordered therm to 
be immediately punifhed. For, I was perfuaded> 
whatever the nature of their opinions might 
be, a contumacious and inflexible obftinacy cer- 
tainly deferved correction. “There were others 
alfo brought before me poffeffed with the fame 
infatuation, but being " citizens of Rome, I 
directed that they fhould be carried thither. But this 
crime fpreading (as is ufually the cafe) while it 
was actually under profecution, feveral inftances 
of the fame nature occurred. An information 
was prefented to me withous any name fubfcribed 
containing a charge againf! feveral perfons: thefe, 
upon examination, deniea they were, or ever had 
been, Chriftians. They repeated after me an in- 
vocation to the gods, and offered religious rites 
vI 














b It was one of the privileges of a Roman citizen, fecured 
by the Sempronian law, that lhe could not be capitally can- 
victed but by the fuffrage of the people ; which feems to have 
been ftill fo far in force, as to make it neceflary to fend the 
perfons here mentioned to Rome. 
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with wine and frankincenfe before your ftatue; 
(which for that purpofe I had ordered to bé broughr 
together with thofe of the Gods) and even reviled. 
the name of Chrift: whereas there is no forcing, 
it is faid, thoíe who are really Chriftians, into any 
of thefe compliances. 1 thought it proper there- 
fore to difcharge them. Some among thofe who 
were accufed by a witnefs in perfon, at firft cón- 
fefled themfelves Chriftians, but immediately after 
denied it; the reft own'd indeed they had been 
of that number formerly, but had now (fome 
above three, others more, and a few above twen- 
ty years ago) renounced that error. ‘They all 
woríhipped your ítatue and the images of the 
Gods, uttering imprecations at the fame time 
againit the name of Chrift. They affirmed, the 
whole of their guilt, or their error, was, that they 
met on a certain ftated day before it was light, and 
addrefied themfelves in a form of prayer to Chrift, 
as to fome God, bindin‘, themfelves by a folemn 
oath, not for the purpof«s of any wicked defign, 
but never to commit any fraud, theft, or adultery, 
never to falfify their word, nor deny a truft when 
they fhould be called upon to deliver it up; 
after which, it was their cuftom to feparate, and 


..7n re-affemble, to eat in common a harmlefs 


meal. From this cuítom,. however. they defifted 
after 
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after the publication of my edict, by which, accord- 
ing to your commands, I forbade the meeting of any 
affemblies. In confequence of this their declaration, 

I judged it the. more neceflary to endeavour to ex | 
tort the real truth, by putting two female flaves to 
the torture, who were faid to officiate * in their 
religious functions: but all I could difcover was, 
that thefe people were actuated by an abfurd and 
exceflive fuperftition. I deemed it expedient, there- 
fore, to adjourn all farther proceedings, in order to 
confult you. For, it appears to be a matter highly 
deferving your confideration ; more efpecially as 
ereat numbers muft be involved in the dan- 
ger of thefe profecutions, which have already 
extended, and are ftill likely to extend, to perfons 
of all ranks and ages, and even of both fexes. In 
fact, this contagious fuperftition 1s not confined to 
the cities only, but has fpread its infection among 
the neighbouring villages and country. Never- 
thelefs, it {till feems poftible to reftrain its pro 


ereífs. The temples, a, leaít, which were once 
almoft 


a Thefe women, it is fuppofed, exercifed the fame oce as 
Phosbe mentioned by St. Paul, whom he {tiles Deaconefs of 
the church of Cenchrea. ‘Their bufinefs was to tend the poor 
and fick, and other charitable offices; as alfo to affift at 
ceremony of female baptifm, for the more decent perfor mance 
of that rite: as Voflius obíarvcs upon this paflage. 
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almoft deferted, begin now to be frequented ; and 
the facred folemnities, afror a long intermiffion, are 





revived; to which I mutt add, there is again alio 
a gcneral demand for the victims, which for fome 
time paft had met with but few purchafers. From 
the circumftances I have mentioned, it 1s eafy to 
conjecture what numbers might be reclaimed, if 
a general pardon were granted to thole who fhait 
repent of their error. 


LETTER XCVIII. TRAJAN £o Puiny. 


HE method you have purfucd, my dear 
Pliny, in the proceedings againft thofe 
Chriftians which were brought before you, is ex- 
tremely proper; as it is not poflible to lay dawn 
any fixed rule by which to act in all cafes of this 
nature. But I would not have you offcicufly enter 
into any enquiries concerning them. If indeed they 
fhould be brought before ycu, and the crime fhould 
be proved, they muft be punifhed *; with this re- 
Vous LE. X ftriction 


a If we impartially examine the prefent inftance of the per- 
fecution of the Chriftians, we fhall find it to have been ground- 
ed c wthe ancient conftitution of the ftate, and not to have 
proceedea from an arbitrary or intolerant {pirit in Trajan. 
tthe Roman legiílature appears to hgve been early jealous of 
any innovation in point*of puklic worfhip; and we,find the 

| magittrates, 
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ftrictiog however ; that where the party denies he 
is a Chriftian, and fhall make it evident that he ıs 
not by invoking our Gods; let him (notwith- 
ftanding any former fufpicion) be pardoned upon 

his 





magiitrates, during the old repubtic, frequently interpofing in 
fuíes of that nature. Valerius Maximus has collected {ome 
inftances to that purpofe, [L. 1. c. 3.] and Livy mentions it as 
an eftablifhed principle ot the earlier ages otf the common- 
wealth, to guard againit the introduction of foreign ceremonies 
of religion. Quoties (fays that excellent hiftorian, {peaking in 
the perion of one of the confuls who 1s addrefiing himfelf to the 
people) quoties boc patrum avorumque etate negotium eff magif- 
tratibus datum, ut facra externa fieri vetarent ? Judicabant enim 
prudentiffimi viri—nihil eque diffolvende religionis effe, quam ubz 
non patrio, fed externo ritu facrificaretur. [L. 39. c. 16.] It was 
an old and invariable maxim likewile of the Roman govern- 
ment, not to fuffer any unliceníed affemblies of the people ; as 
the reader muft have obferved by feveral of the preceding let- 
ters in this book: and to that fact Livy alfo bears witnefs ; 
Majores veftri (fays the hiftorian) ze vos quidem nifi quum, &c. 
forte temere coire noluerunt ; ES ubicunque multitudo effet, ibi et legi- 
timum recdlorem multitudinis cenfebant debere effe. [L. 36.c. 25.] 
‘The circumítance that attended the Chriftian afíemblies be- 
ing held at an unufual houf’ (ante /J4cez,) feems to have 
raifed a furmife that they were of the Bacchanalian kind. 
For if is extremely obfervab]2, that in the account which the 
€hriftians bere give of the tue defign of their meeting, they 
juftify themfelves from the very crimes with which the Bac- 
chanalians had been charged; infimating, it fhould feem, 
that they themfelves had been taxed with the fame : Je facra- 
mento non ad fcelus aliquod obftringere; fed ne furta, ue satro- 
cinia, ne adulteria committerent, ne fidem fallerent, &c. which 
runs exactly parallel with the accuiation againít the Baccha- 
nalians, as it ftands in Livy: Nec unum genus noxe, fupra 
progicua, &c. fed falfi teftes, falfa figna teftimontaque SS :ndicrim 
ex cadem officina exibant. [Lav.1. 39. c. 8. 
Upon tne whole then it appears evident, that thefe primitive 
Chriitians, deeply impreffed wigh the evidence of the holy reli- 
gion. 
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his repentance. Informations without the accufer's 
name fubícribed, ought not to be received in pro- - 
fecutions of any fort; as it is introducing a very 
dangerous precedent, and by no means agreeable 
to the equity of my government. 


LETTER XCIX. To the Emperor TRAJA®R. 


"I H E elegant and beautiful city of 4 Amaftris, 

Sir, has, among other capital buildings, a 
moft noble and extenfive piazza. On one entire 
fide of this ftrücture runs, what is called indeed 
a river, but in fact ís no other than a vile com- 
mon fhore, extremely offenfive to the eye, and 
àt the fame time very unwholfome by its noxious 
fcent. It will be advantageous therefore in point 
of health, as well as ornament, to have it covered s 
which fhall be done, with your permiffion: as Í` 
will take care, on my part, that money be not 
wanting for executing íc noble and neceffary a 
work. 





-giog they profeffed, nobly dared at all hazard to render them- 
{elves 6bnoxious, net particularly indeed to Trajan, but to the 
antient and intolerant laws of the ftate; by refufing to join in 
communion with the eaZZ/5eZ worfhip, by affembling them- 
felves without /ega/ authority, and by holding their meetings 
at a faipicious hour of the night. | 

a Situated on the black fea, inethe province of Pontus 
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I; HIE T Lb hE. C. TAJAN fo Penny, 


T is highly reafonable, my dear Pliny, if the 


water which runs thro' the city of Amaftris is 





prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants, that it 
Mould be covered. I am well affured you will, 
with your ufual attention, take care that the money 
neceffary for this work fhall not be wanting. 








LETTER CI. To tke Emperor Trajan. 


TE have performed, Sir, with great zeal and 

alacrity, the vows which we offered up for 
your felicity the laft year; and have again pub- 
hciy renewed them, afiifted by the army and pro- 
vincials. We implored the Gods to preferve you 
and the republic, with that peculiar mark of their 
favour and protection, which not only your other 
many'and great virtues, but particularly your dif- 
tinguifhed piety and reverenfe towards them, fo 


jufily deferves. 





LET- 
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LETTER CII Trajan fo Privy, — 





I was very agreeable to me to learn by your 

letter, that the army and the provincials joy- 
fully feconded you with great unanimity, in thofe 
vows which you paid and renewed to the immortal 
Gods, for my prefervation and profperity. 





LETTER CIII. Zo the Emperor TRAJAN. 
Y A YE have celebrated, with all the warmth of 
that pious zeal we juftly ought, the day in 
which, by a very happy tucceffion, the protection 
of the empire was slelivered into your hands; re- 


commending to the Gods, by whofe gracious fa- 
vour you received the fovereignty, the object of 





our publ:c vows and congratulations, 


ios A LOEO LIV, TARAAJAN Jo0 PLIN, 


Was extremely well pleafed to be informed by 
four letterethat you had, at the head of the 
foldiers and the provincials, folemnized my accef- 
fion to the empire, with all due joy and zeal. 








P 3 L E T- 





ALS THE 


LETTER CV. Vo the Emperor Trajane 


Alerius Paulinus, Sir, having bequeathed to 





me the right * of patronage over all his freed- 
men, except one, I intreat you to grant the freedom 
of Rome to three of them. 'T'o defire you to extend 
this favour to all or them, would, I fear, be toa 
unreafonable a trefpafs upon your indulgence ; 
which, having amply experienced, I ought to be fo 
much the more cautious in troubling. The per- 
fons for whom I make this requeft are, C. Valerius 
fEftizys, C, Valerius Dionyfius, and C. Valerius 
Aper. 








GETTER CVL TRAjAw zo Privy. 


OU aét in a moft worthy manner by con- 

fulrine the intereft of thofe perfons whom 
Valerfus Paulinus has confided to your truft; I 
cannot therefore but encourage you, as far as de- 








pends 


2 By the Papian law, which paffed in fne confulfhip of M. 
Papius Mutilus and Q- Poppeas Secundus U: C: 761. if a 
freedman died worth a hundred thouíand fefterces, (or about 
Sool. of cur money) leaving only one child ; his patron, (that 
is, the maíter from whom he rcceived his liberty) was entitled 
to half hiweftate ; if he leit two childrep, to one third ; but ir 
more thao" two. the patron was abiolutely excluded. ‘This 
was afterwards altered by Juftinian, 75/7. l. 3. tit. 8. 
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pends upon me, to lole no time for thats pur- 
pofe. I have accordingly given the freedom of 
the city to fuch of his freedmen, for whom you 
requefted it, and have directed the grant to be 
regifter'd : I am ready to confer the fame on the 
re{t, whenever you fhall delire me. 


I rdc TBR CVIL Ye tee Emperor TRAJAN.: 


Accius Aquila, captain of the fixth equef- 
e trian cohort, requefted me, Sir, to tranfinit 
his petition to you, in favour of his daughter. I 
thought it would be unkind to refufe him this 
cood office, knowing, as I do, with what patience 
and humanity you attend to the petitions of the 
foldiers. 





LET TER CVIIL Trayawn vo PrLiwv. 


Have read the petition of P. Accius Aquila, 
captain of the fixth equeftrian cohort, which 
you fent to me; and in compliance with his re- 
qaeft, I have conferred upon his daughter the frec- 
dom of the city of Rome. I fend you at the fame 
time the patent, which you will deliver to him. 





A 4. I.I: T- 
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LETTER CIX- Torbe Emperor Trajan. 


Requeft, Sir, your durections with refpect to the 
recovering of thofe dents which are due to the 
cities of Bithynia and Pontus, either for rent, or 
goods fold, or for any other confideration. I find 
they have a privilege granted to them by feveral 
Pro-confals, of being prefer’d to other creditors ; 
and this cuftom has prevailed, as if it had been 
eftablifhed by law. Your prudence, I imagine, 
will think it neceflary to enact fome fettled rule, 
by which their rights may-always be fecured. For 
the edicts of others, how wifely foever founded, are 
but feeble and temporary ordinances, unlefs con- 
firmed and fanétioned by your "authority. | 








LETTER S CX. 'YaaAIAN £e ‘Pury. 


H E right which the cities either of Pontus 
or Bithynia clann relating to the reco- 
very of debts of whatever kind, due to their feve- 
ral communities, mult be deterfnined agreeably to 
their refpective laws. Where any of thofe conanfu- 
nities enjoy the privilege of being prefer’d to other 
creditors, it muft be maintained ; but where no fuch 
privilege prevails, it would not be juft that I fhould 
cítablifh ene, in prejudite of private property. 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXI. Tə the Emperor TRAJAN, 


^f 11E folicitor to the treafury of the city of 
Amifis laid a claim, Sir, before me againi{t 
Julius Pifo of about 40,000 ? denarii, which were 
prefented to him by the public above twenty years 
ago, with the conient of the general council nd 
affembly of the city: and he founded his demand. 
upon certain of your ediéts, by which donations of 
this kind are prohibited. Pifo, on the other hand, af- 
ferted that he had confer'd large fums of money 
upon the community, and indeed, had expended 
in liberalities to them, alinoft the whole of his eftate. 

He infifted upon the length of time which had in- 
 tervened fince thig donation, and hoped that he 
fhould not be compelled, to the ruin of the re- 
mainder " of his fortunes, to refund a prefent, which 


had. 














* About ri105L Sterl.. | 
5 T'he tranflator has ventured to cive this fenfe to relique 
digniss It is, he confelics, a very uncommon, perhaps the 
jingle iuftance of the vord avzzzzas being ufed in that mean- 
ing; fliil, however, the context, together with the epithet 
weich is joined with it, will, he imagines, clearly juftify him. 
There is nothing in the nature of this caíe to máke it reafon- 
able to fuppofe. that the dignity of Julius Pifo fhould be im- 
peached : as little is it to be coliected from any thing contained 
in this letter, or Vrajan’s anfwer. The adjective re/igua bein 
acded to digais, removes every futpicion of its fignifying 4o- 
zer (as the incenious French trafiflator Moónf. de Sacy, and his 
humble CopiertLol ralan Teedefchi, have render’ it) tor honour 
{carce 
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had Been conferred upon hin long fince, in return 
for many^good offices he had done to the city. For 
this reafon, Sir, I thought it neceffary to fufpend 
giving any judgment in this caufe, till I fhall re- 
ceive your directions, 





LETTER CXII. TRAJAN fo PLINY. 





H O’ by my edicts I have ordained, that 

no largefles fhall be given out of the public 
money ; yet, that numberlefs private perfons may 
not be difturbed in the fecure poffeffion of their 
fortunes, thofe donations which have been made 
jong fince, ought not to be called in queftion or 
revoked. We will not therefore enquire into any 
thing that has been tranfacted in this affair fo long 
ago as twenty years; for I would be no lefs atten- 
tive to-fecure the repofe of every private man, 
than to preferve. the treafure of every public 
community. 














fcarce admits of fractions, and there can be no remainder after 
a fubítraction of that kind. ‘The truth,4%t fhould feem, is, that 
as the value of a man’s eftate was, among the Romans, a ne- 
ceffary qualification to render him capable of the dignit»es of 
the commonwealth, our author, by a figure of fpeech, puts 
dignitas for facultas ; the confequent (to fpeak in the language 
of the grammarians) for the antecedent. 
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LETTER CXIII. To she Emperor Trajan. 





"I H E Pompeian law, Sir, which is obferved 
in Pontus and Bithynia, does not direct that 


any money fhall be paid into the public cheft by 
thoíe who -are elected into the fenate by the Cen- 
fors, for their admiffion. It has however been ufiàl 
for fuch members as have been admitted into 
thofe affemblies, in purfuance of the privilege which 
you were pleafed to grant to fome particular cities, 
of receiving above their legal number, to pay» 
one or two * thoufand denarii on their election. 
Subfequent to your grant of this privilege, the 
Proconful Anicius Maximus ordained (tho’ indeed 
his ediét related to fome few cities only) that 
thofe who fhould be eleéted by the Cenfors fhould 
alfo pay into the treafury a certain fum, which va- 
ried in different places. It remains therefore for 
your confideration, whether it would not be pro- 
per to fettle a certain fixed fum for each member, 
who is elected into the council, to pay upon his 
admiffion ; for, it well becomes you, whofe every 
word and action deferves to be immortalized, to 


eítabliíh laws that fhall endure for ever. 
























About zgl. e and 58 I. Sterl. 
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“LETTER CXIV: TRAJAN Zo PLINY, 


Can give no general directions applicable to all 
the cities of Bithynia, in relation to thofe who 
are elected members of their refpective councils ; 
whether they fhall pay an honorary fee upon their 
a@inittance, or not. It feems beft therefore, in the 
prefent cafe, (and indeed is ever the fafeft way) to 
leave each city to exercife its own peculiar laws. 
I think, however, the Cenfors ought to fet tne fum 
lower to thofe who are chofen into the fenate cona 


trary to their inclinations, than to the reft. 









LETTER CXV. To 4b Emperor TRAJAN, 


| H E Pompeian law, Sir, allows the Bithy- 
nians to give the freedom of their refpective 
cities to any perfon they think proper, pro- 
vided he is not a foreigner, but native. of {fome 
of the cities of this province. The fame law fpe- 
cifies the particular caufes for which the Cenfors 
may expel a member the fenate ; amongft which, 
that of being a foreigner is not mentioned. Cer- 
tain of the Cenfors therefore have defired my 
opinion, whether they ought to expel a mem- 
ber if he fhould happen to be a foreigner. But I 
thought 
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S17 
thought it necefiary to receive. your inftructions in 
this cafe; not only becaufe the law, though it for- 
bids foreigners to be admitted citizens, does not 
direct that a fenator fhall be expelled for the fame 
reafon, but becaufe I am informed, that there is in 
every city feveral members of their refpective fe- 
nates, who are not natives. If therefore this claufe 
of the law, which feems to be obfolete by long 
cuftom to the contrary, fhould be inforced, many 
cities, as well as individuals, will be thrown into 
oreat confufion. I have fubjoined the heads of this 
law to my letter. 














LETTER CXVI. TRAJAN £o PriNv. 


"OU might well be doubtful, my dear Pliny, 

what reply to give to the Cenfors, who con- 
fulted you concerning their right to elect into 
the fenate foreign citizens, tho? of the fame pro- 
vince. ‘The authority of law on one fide, and 
long cuftom prevailing againft it on the other, 
might juftly occafion you to hefitate. ‘The proper 
mearure in this cafe will be, to make no change in 
what is paít,. but to fuffer thofe fenators who are 
already elected, though contrary to law, to keep 
their feats, to whatever city they may belong y and 
in all future ele€tions, to purfue the direction of 
the 
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the Pompeian law: for, to give it a RAN nS 
operation, would necefiarily introduce great con- 
fufion. 


ik CTE RR. CAVIL 10e Lnr TRA 


^ is cuftomary in this city upon any perlon s 

either taking the manly * robe, foleninizing his 
marriage, entering upon the office of magiftrate, or 
dedicating any public werk, to invite the whole fe- 
nate, together with a confiderable part of the com- 
monalty to a feaft, and diftribute to each of the 





company one" or two denarii. I requeft you to 
inform me, whether you think proper this cere- 
mony fhould continue to be obferved, or how far 
you approve of it. For myfelf, tho’ I am of opi- 
nion that upon certain occafions, efpecialiy thofe of 
public feftivals, this kind of general invitations 
may be permitted; yet when they draw together 





a thoufand perions, and fometimcs more, 1t feems 
to be going beyond a rezíonabk nuinber, and has 
fomewhat the appearance of factious largoeffzs. 





2 See vol. 1. p. 22. note ?. 

b About feven-pence of our money. ‘The fum diftributed 
upon .thefe occafions, fuppofing the aflembiy to confit! of a 
thoufand períons, and two denarii given to each, would 
amount to about 581. fterl. 
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LETTER CXVIII. Trajan Zo PLINY- 


T is with reafon you apprehend, that thofe 

public invitations, which extend to an im- 
moderate number of people, and where the dole 1s 
diftributed, not fingly to a few acquaintance, but as 
it were to whole collective focieties; may “be 
turned to the factious purpofes of ambition. But 
I appointed you to your prefent government fully 
relying upon your prudence, and in the perfua- 
fion that you would take proper meafures for regu- 
lating the manners, and fettling the peace of the 
province. 











LETTER CXIX. To the Emperor Trajan. 


HE Athletic victors, Sir, in the 4 Ifelaftie 

games, imagine* that the ftipend you have 
eftablifhed for the conquerors, becomes due from 
the day they are crowned: for it is not at all mate~ 





rial, 


4 hefe games are called Zfelaffic, from the Greek word 
eics(avvo , zmvehor, becaufe the victors, drawn by white horfes, 
and wearing crowns on their heads, were conducted with 
great pomp into their reífpective cities, which they entered 
through a breach in the walls made for that purpofe; inti- 
mating, as Plutarch obferves, that a city which produced 
fuch able and victorious citizen$, had little occafion for the 
defence of walls. [Cazazzzs.] ‘They received alfo annually 
a certain honourable ftipend from the public: ` 


4. 
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rial, they pretend, what time they were triumphant- 
ly conduéted into their country, but cen they 
merited that honour. On che contrary, when I cori- 
fider the meaning of the term //e/a/?ic, I am itronely 
inclined to think, thar it is intended the ftipend 
fhould commence frorn the time of their public 
entry. They likewife petition to be allowed the 
treat you give at thote combats which you have 
converted into Ifelafiic, tho’ their victories werc 
gained before that change took place: for it is 
but reafonable, they affert, that they fhould re- 
ceive the reward in this inftance, as they are 
deprived of it at thofe games which have been 
divefted of the honour of being Ifelaftic, fince their 
victories. But I am extremely doubtful, whether 
a retrofpect fhould be admitted in the cafe in 
queftion, and a reward given to which the claim- 
ants had no right at the time they obtained 
the victory. I beg thereforeeyou would be pleafed 
to direct. my judgment in thefe points, by explain- 
ing the intention of your own benefactions. 
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LETTER CXX. TRAJAN fo PLINY. 
T H E ftipend appointed for the conqueror in 
the Ifelaftic games, ought not, I think, to 
commence till he makes his triumphant entry into 
his city ; nor are the prizes, at thofe combats which 
l have thought proper to make Ifelaftic, to be ex- 
tended to thofe who were victors before that altera- 
tion took place. With regard to the plea which 
thefe Athletic combatants prge, that they ought to 
receive the Ifelaftic prize at thofe combats which 
have been made Iíelaftic fubfequent to their con- 
quefts, as they are denied it in the fame cafe where 
the games have ceafed to be fo; it proves nothing 
in their favour: fince, notwithftanding any new 
arrangement which has been made relating to thefe 
games, they are not required to return the recom- 
pence which they received prior to fuch alteration. 





LEITER CXXI. To the Emperor Trajan. 





‘F¥ave never,,Sir, granted an order * for poft. 

chaifes upon any occafion but in your affa‘rs, 
I find myfelt however at prefent under a fort of ne- 
ceihty to break thro’ this fixed rule. My Wite 
NGOs E Y having 





see Let. xxiv. of this book, and the note there... 
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having received an account of her ? grandfather’s 
death, and being defirous to wait upon her * aunt 
with all poffible expedition, I thought it would 
be unkind to deny her the ufe of this privilege ; as 
the grace of fo tender an office confifts in the early 
difcharge of it, and as I well knew a journey 
which was founded in filial piety, could not fail of 
your approbation. I fhould think myfelf highly 
ungrateful therefore, were I not to acknowledge, 
that among other fingular obligations which I owe 
to your indulgence, I have this in particular, that in 
confidence of your favour I ventured to do with- 
out confulting you, what would have been too late 
had I waited for your confent. 


ik I TI BK COXXIL.— ERAIAN Z6 PLINY. 





O U did me juftice, my dear Pliny, by con- 
fiding in my affection towards you. Without 
doubt, if you had waited for my confent to for- 
ward *your wife in her journey by means of thofe 
warrants which I have entrufted to your care, the 
ufe of them would not have anfwered your pur- 
pofe; fince it was proper this vifit to her aynt 
fhould have the additional recommendation, of be- 
ing paid with all poffible expedition. 


Fabatus. © FHhípulla. 
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the foregoing LETTERS. 
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